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greetings!

The cover of the magazine is always a challenge to 
select.  in the past we have been tempted to use dramatic 
headlines or controversial statements on the cover in the 
text or artwork to draw the potential readers inside.  i am 
not personally sold on the necessity of such an approach 
for every Christian outreach publication.   i believe 
other publications and media sources are more familiar 
and better equipped to generate and sustain this kind of 
interest with their subject material, perhaps focusing on 
world events.  Therefore we differ in this regard, and for 
our cover of this issue we depict a more pleasing scene of 
children enjoying themselves in a spring setting to reflect 
the seasonal approach to the issues of SVM.

This issue includes the last installment of the Children of 
God series and will complete the work by norm edwards.   
The final subject is godly grandparenting, and the article 
discusses the dynamic interactions between grandparents 
and younger generations and applies them on some of the 
circumstances under which they may exist.   it covers areas 
such as when and where grandparents should or should not 
interfere. Sometimes rebuilding relationships is necessary 
in some cases due to long standing disagreements and 
unresolved issues.   One cannot emphasize enough the 
importance of family, and we hope the series has been 
helpful for those looking for a Biblical perspective on the 
subject.    We may be able to compile the series into a 
booklet form in the next year or two if time and resources 
permit.   

in Elihu’s Discourse we take a brief look at the words of 
elihu who was one of the contemporaries of Job.    We are 
given a six chapter sermon by a young man who showed 
wisdom and insight.  He professed modesty but became 
overtaken with his own self-importance.  He was consistent 
with the practice of the ancients in the near eastern 
world that esteemed rhetoric and elaborate wording.  His 
words however gave a more realistic presentation of god 
than Job’s three friends, and he appears to act as a kind 
of mediator before the words of the Lord come to Job.     
Uniquely, here is a case where we might find inspiration in 
the midst of the shortcomings of elihu’s message and that 
of elihu himself.

Those who found the article Significant Symbolism of 
Barley and Wheat (SVM Winter 2013), may find Boaz and 
Ruth, a Pentecost Story of interest.   Jim Petersen looks at 
the two loaves offered before god on the celebration of 
First Fruits through the symbolism found in the Book of 
Ruth and in Revelation. 
           in Christ’s Service 
                                Jim Patterson
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situation.   They could not identify 
with Job’s physical and emotional 
struggle and the bitterness of it.   
They actually made accusations of 
Job during their lengthy discussions.  
in summary, they presented god as 
Judge only, that adversity is a result 
of sin, retributive and punitive.  Did 
their intention become more about 
being “correct” and finding fault with 
Job than with helping Job to find 
restoration with the Lord?

not everything Job’s friends said 
was wrong.  in fact they were in 
many cases in a sense proverbial.  it 
is possible to quote them for use in 
edification, though i do not advise it.

Enter Elihu

elihu appears to argue along the same 
lines as Bildad, zophar and eliphaz, 
but distinct differences begin to 
develop.  These differences set him 
apart, and despite some evidence 
of lack of humility and misreads of 
Job’s words, we find a broadening 
wisdom in the discourse of elihu.

Job’s three friends presented the Lord 
as Judge only.  Presenting the Lord as 
Judge only is a narrow interpretation 
of His character.    elihu, on the other 

Jim Patterson

     

Elihu’s Discourse

One of the most inspiring individuals 
who overcame affliction and realized 
redemption is Job.   it has been 
argued that Job was self-righteous, 
although we should broaden our look 
at the story’s outcome and we can 
appreciate a greater lesson for us.  i 
believe a broader view of this book 
will help give us a greater opportunity 
to properly interpret god’s intention 
with Job.

There is one individual that appears in 
this story that can help us appreciate 
another examination of the story’s 
intent.   He is not acknowledged 
by any of the other persons in the 
book of Job.   He is never quoted or 
mentioned in the rest of scripture.  He 
is rarely quoted even in sermons or 
in articles, at least in my experience.   
Perhaps we can make up for a bit of 
that in this article.

The individual is a young man 
named elihu.   elihu was a relatively 
unknown figure in his time, so the 
writer of the Book of Job gives him 
a fuller pedigree (Job 32:2).  He 
appears as a six chapter window 
between Job’s concluding words, 
and when the Lord answers Job 
out of a whirlwind.  it is interesting 
and fortunate that elihu in his great 
frustration over the situation entered 
into the discussion when he did, as 
his words provide a kind of transition 
from the words of Job and his friends, 
to the words of the Lord Himself.

Of note, elihu does not receive a 
reprimand from the Lord regarding 
his words, as did Bildad, eliphaz and 
zophar for speaking of the Lord what 
was not right (Job 42:7, 8).   elihu 
is not without his biblical critics 

however, (and what expositor of the 
Word of god is not?).  He comes 
across conceited (Job 33: 1-3, 36:1-
4), some feel his theology does not 
include doing His will out of love 
for Him, that he puts words in Job’s 
mouth, and also accuses Job of sin, 
where we are told Job did not sin.   
The Lord is silent on elihu, which 
is something to consider. The Lord’s 
silence, and the wisdom expressed 
by this young man, which was likely 
inspired, behooves us to consider his 
discourse and place in the story more 
closely.
  
He was angry at Job’s friends, who 
found no answer and yet condemned 
Job. (Some marginal notes indicate 
they condemned god.)  He was 
angry at Job for justifying himself 
rather than god.  it is sufficient to 
say here, and elsewhere, that elihu 
was not always fully accurate in his 
assessment of Job, or perhaps even 
of himself, but as we indicate above, 
this is not a cause to dismiss him.  He 
is closer to the truth than anyone else 
on and around the ash heap, at least in 
some key areas.

Job’s Friends

as Job’s friends first came to see 
Job, even from afar the scene 
must have been horrible.  Job was 
unrecognizable from his affliction.  
We have to give them credit for 
caring for Job as evidenced by their 
distraught reactions, and the seven 
days they sat quietly with him (Job 
2:11-13).

Their care for Job did not translate 
into anything helpful for Job as their 
words fell short in dealing with the 
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hand, presents the Lord as Judge 
and Teacher.   He describes god in 
terms that suggest he had a more  
realistic and fuller understanding 
of His nature.   elihu emphasized 
the positive aspect of god, His 
sovereignty and His greatness.

if we are to summarize his message, 
we could do so as follows:

1. god is speaking through me.  i 
may be young, but i speak on 
His behalf (Chapter 32, 36:14)

2. god is gracious (Chapter 33)
3. god is a Just god  (Chapter 34, 

35)
4. god is great (Chapter 36, 37)

Our intention here is not to provide 
a full exposition of elihu’s message.   
We just want to hit the highlights 
about him, there is much we will 
leave untouched.

Chapter 33  - 
Elihu: “God is Gracious”

in this chapter elihu interpreted Job 
to have claimed that he was pure and 
innocent, yet still counted him as 
His enemy (8-11).   This may not be 
exactly accurate, nevertheless, elihu 
proceeded to answer Job on that 
basis:

“Why do you contend with Him? 
For He does not give an accounting 
of any of His words.  For God may 
speak one way, or in another, yet 
man does not perceive it.  In a 
dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falls upon men, 
while slumbering on their beds, 
then He opens the ears of men, and 
seals their instruction.  In order 
to turn man from his deed, and 
conceal pride from man, He keeps 
back his soul from the Pit and his 
life from perishing by the sword.” 
(v 13-18)

in working with people in the church 
who are undergoing a trial, there is 
sometimes a reaction or a mode of 
self-justification, or a victim mentality 
regarding the situation.   We resort 
to reminding god and others of our 
obedience and try to interpret matters 
with our current understanding.   as 
a purpose statement for elihu, his 
intention was for Job to repent on the 
basis that he had not glorified god.   
Job had professed his righteousness 
based on a limited view of god and His 
purpose for man.
   
He also claimed to be just and blameless 
according to the evidence of how god 
had before blessed him (12:4). He 
claimed not to have disobeyed god and 
treasured His words (23:11-12).   He 
maintained his integrity (2:3; 27:4, 5).  

To god he says,

“Although You know I am not wicked 
…”  (10:7).

Job’s self-justification appears to come 
out in relation to his current suffering.  
To Job, he knows he is not perfect, but 
his suffering is not equitable.   To him, 
what purpose can this serve?

Therein lies elihu’s challenge, and it is 
the challenge to all who minister, and 
those ministered to: when there is no 
explanation, then a higher view of god 
is needed.  The explanation goes beyond 
an examination of the circumstances to 
which we may try to attribute our trials.

elihu explains to Job that the Lord 
intervenes either through dreams, 
suffering, or any vehicle He chooses 
to use and intercedes to keep a person 
from sin and going off into the Pit 
(33:12-22).

Then, with perhaps a prophetic piece 
of insight, elihu declares the salvation 
of the Lord through a mediator, not just 
anyone, but one that can offer a ransom. 

“If there is a messenger for 
him, a mediator, one among 
a thousand, to show man His 
uprightness, then He is gracious 
to him, and says ‘Deliver 
him from going down into the 
Pit; I have found a ransom’;  

His flesh shall be young like 
a child’s, he shall return to the 
days of his youth.  He shall 
pray to God and delight in 
him, he shall see His face with 
joy, for He restores to man His 
righteousness” (v 23-26).

Job saw his need for a mediator, 
of some kind, for he desired to 
plead his case before his Judge 
(9:33, 23:3-7).   all this would 
seem reasonable, and if i am not 
mistaken, reasonable to us if we 
are not careful, for are we not 
entitled to boldly enter the Holiest 
(Hebrews 10:19)?  elihu however, 
corrects Job regarding a mediator.   
The mediator would show to a 
person god’s uprightness, not the 
person’s (v23).   He would respond 
favorably because He would be 
gracious to him or her, not because 
of any just case that is made (v24).   
as a result there would be a healing, 
and a restoration of relationship (v 
25, 26). The restoration is made 
to His righteousness, not the 
righteousness of the person (v26).    
The restored individual will testify 
and recognize the error of his 
or her ways and thinking (v27).  
The individual would proclaim 
god’s goodness.  The writer of 
Hebrews tells us that we should be 
looking for mercy and grace in our 
time of need, not justification or 
explanation (Hebrews 4:16).

Moreover, elihu emphasized that 
god is willing to do this repeatedly 
to restore individuals and keep 
them from the Pit (33:29, 30).
  

Elihu’s Discourse
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situations, a reminder of the great 
Person of god can lift the heart of 
the sufferer, enabling him or her to 
overcome.  Job’s answer came in the 
Person of god, and elihu’s discourse 
appears to set the stage for the Lord’s 
arrival.       

God is Great

Part of elihu’s ministry to Job in 
overcoming his suffering was to 
present the idea that a new vision of 
god is needed.

“Behold God is exalted by His 
power; who teaches like Him?

Who has assigned Him His way, 
or who  has  said,  You have done  
wrong’?

Remember to magnify His work, of 
which men have sung.  Everyone 
has seen it; man looks on it from 
afar” (Job 36:22-25).

elihu is stating that worship is needed 
in times of trial and in times of 
goodness. During his discourse on 
god’s greatness and sovereign use 
of nature, elihu turns to applying his 
words to Job:

Listen to this, O Job; stand still 
and consider the wondrous works 
of God, do you know when God 
dispatches them, and causes the 
light of His cloud to shine?  Do you 

“Because of the multitude of 
oppressions they cry out; they cry 
out for help because of the arm of 
the mighty.  But no one says, ‘Where 
is God my Maker, who gives songs 
in the night, who teaches us more 
than the beasts of the earth, and 
makes us wiser than the birds of 
heaven?’” (Job 35:9).

“There they cry out, but He does 
not answer, because of the pride of 
evil men.  Surely God will not listen 
to empty talk, nor will the Almighty 
regard it” (Job 35:12).

elihu claims some prayers for help 
spring from selfish, proud motives 
rather than from a sincere desire to 
learn the reason for one’s sufferings.  
Though He may not relieve the 
burden when one wants Him to, elihu 
also questions if they would even 
acknowledge the songs in their hearts 
He sends them in the night (Psalm 
42:8), and the strength He gives them 
to bear it.

We understand god may not answer 
selfish prayers. it is understandable 
that He was silent in response to Job’s 
impatient petitions. elihu counseled 
Job to wait for god to answer:

“Although you say you do not see 
Him, yet justice is before Him, 
and you must wait for Him” (Job 
35:14).

The familiar counsel regarding 
unanswered prayer is to place blame 
on lack of faith or on wrong motive.  
We may never fully resolve certain 
complications in our lives, and elihu’s 
discourse on the subject may seem 
harsh at times, and lacks compassion 
for Job or the overcomer.  elihu has 
his critics in this regard, but again the 
Lord’s silence on elihu’s message 
should give us pause to consider.  
From my own counseling experience 
in dealing with heartbreaking 

The three friends told Job that it was 
he who needed to initiate restoration.  
What elihu has done is show Job and 
his friends that the Lord had already 
initiated restoration.   Pleading a 
case before the Throne is not ours to 
initiate.   This would be consistent 
with the scripture from the beginning:

And all that dwell upon the earth 
shall worship Him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world (Revelation 13:8).
“No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him; 
and I will raise him up on the last 
day” (John 6:44).

Yes, we are instructed to come to god 
to confess our transgressions to Him.  
The process however first began with 
the Lord.

God is Just

Throughout Chapters 34 and 35, 
elihu defends god’s justice.    He 
demonstrates His Sovereignty and 
can do no wrong.  

in principle we would all agree that 
god is just, but we, on numerous 
occasions, can get frustrated with 
Him.   Thus is the case with Job, 
where Job and we ourselves have 
said 

“And what profit do we have if we 
pray to Him?” (Job 21:15).   

it seems unfair.   Should not my 
labors be accounted for (Job 9:29-
31)?  elihu quotes Job as saying 

“‘It profits a man nothing that he 
should delight in God’” (Job 34:9).

elihu spoke to the fact that god does 
not always provide relief when the 
oppressed pray to Him:

Elihu’s Discourse
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i am not so sure any real criticism is 
warranted.  He claimed enlightenment 
by the Spirit, and even so, every 
message from a man, every article 
written on the activities of god, 
will ultimately fall short.  it would 
seem elihu grasped this himself 
as he began to bring his words to a 
conclusion.

“Teach us what we should say to 
Him, for we can prepare nothing 
because of the darkness” (Job 
37:19).

and finally, elihu’s concluding 
words: 

“As for the Almighty, we cannot 
find Him; He is excellent in power, 
in judgment and abundant justice; 
He does not oppress.  Therefore 
fear Him; He shows no partiality 
to any who are wise in heart” (Job 
37: 23, 24).

elihu wanted Job to humble himself 
and wait for god; His greatness and 
holiness calls for it.   even though 
elihu may have interpreted Job 
incorrectly in some but not all areas, 
and though through his discourse 
may have come close to the doctrine 
of Job’s three friends in a couple of 
instances, and though he could have 
used a little more humility, we can 
believe he spoke as truthfully as 
anyone could.  

as a sermon giver, and writer on 
Biblical topics, i try to make them as 
applicable as possible based on what 
revealed truth i have at my disposal.   
i would be dishonest to myself to 
think that i was always accurately 
defining the problem, or to think that 
the message did not need refinement.   
Some extra humility at times could 
have been of benefit.   Therefore i 
find inspiration from elihu; it appears 
there is hope for preachers yet!    

presence of the Sovereign Lord.   The 
Person of god is the answer.   Job did 
not receive an answer or explanation 
regarding his plight, and it was 
even evident god did not owe him 
one either.   What Job received was 
revelation!

“I have heard of You by hearing 
of the ear, but now my eye sees 
You.  Therefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 
42:5,6).

The message in Job is consistent 
with the gospel message, for Jesus 
Christ Himself embodies the truth, 
and the truth sets us free.  Free from 
the bondage of sin, free from being 
controlled by fear brought on by the 
confusions and disappointments of 
life.  Perhaps through suffering we 
learn to let go of wrong interpretations, 
and find a new joy in the Lord, 
even when we think the joy might 
have been sucked out completely.
Therefore, do not let a trial write the 
final chapter on our lives, because 
god desires to write the final chapter.  
He did so for Job and He will for us.  
it will not be church, the opinion of 
others, or any other institution here or 
in the heavens above that will write 
the final chapter.  This god will do 
if we remain faithful and believe in 
Him.

Secondary Application

elihu covered several areas of 
contention and made his own 
inferences about the situation with 
Job that may very well be incorrect.    
He had what appeared to be youthful 
conceit surfacing in his lengthy 
discourse.  Because he did not receive 
vindication by the Lord, we may find 
Bible commentary that finds some 
fault with his approach.   Some have 
suggested he was a perfectionist, and 
did not have sufficient empathy for 
Job.

know how the clouds are balanced, 
those wondrous works of Him who 
is perfect in knowledge?

“Why are your garments hot, when 
He quiets the earth by the south 
wind?  With Him, have you spread 
out the skies, strong as a cast metal 
mirror?” (Job 37:14-18).

elihu seems to be saying to Job 
that if you are unable to explain 
god’s command of the common 
occurrences in nature, how are you 
going to explain your case to Him?   
if we even had the opportunity, we 
could be swallowed up in judgment 
(v 20).  Moreover, if we are not able 
to look upon the sun on a clear day 
which is a minor element of His 
creation, how do we expect to go face 
to face with Him in all His glory (v 
21)?

The Answer

We are looking for answers to some 
questions in our lives, unresolved 
matters and other problems.  if there 
was a man who needed an answer it 
was Job.   What was the answer to 
all suffering?   god Himself was the 
answer.   

We may each have a plethora of 
questions and clarifications that we 
may wish to ask of god someday.   
They may be about creation, 
doctrines, history, genealogies, 
people, the scriptures, the Church, 
and who was right all along.   Whether 
commonplace or unique to ourselves, 
we may feel that our questions 
really matter.  On all these things 
many writers, Bible commentators, 
preachers and internet bloggers have 
offered their points of view.    This 
writer does not excuse himself from 
the list.

all our questions will become nothing 
and flee from us when we come in the 

Elihu’s Discourse
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when making short-term decisions. 
Prudent individuals monitor and 
control their impulsive behavior 
and anticipate the consequences 
of their actions.  This strength is 
not synonymous with stinginess 
or timidity, but instead involves an 
intelligent and efficient perspective 
towards achieving goals. 

There is wisdom in love:  and Paul 
tells us plainly in his prayer for us in 
Philippians 1:9-11:

And this I pray: that your love 
may abound yet more and 
more and extend to its fullest 
development in knowledge and 
all keen insight [that your love 
may display itself in greater 
depth of acquaintance and more 
comprehensive discernment],

So that you may surely learn to sense 
what is vital, and approve and prize 
what is excellent and of real 
value [recognizing the highest 
and the best, and distinguishing 
the moral differences], and that 
you may be untainted and pure 
and unerring and blameless 
[so that with hearts sincere and 
certain and unsullied, you may 
approach] the day of Christ [not 
stumbling nor causing others to 
stumble].

 May you abound in and be filled 
with the fruits of righteousness (of 
right standing with God and right 

as a child of god my main goal is 
to please and glorify my Father in 
heaven. We can see from the above 
verses that our Father expects us 
to be attentive to His wisdom…
the wisdom from above. god really 
makes this clear to us because His 
wisdom affects every part of our 
lives. i’ve been studying Proverbs 
and once again i have discovered 
many golden nuggets and light bulb 
moments. i have learned by painful 
experience and from god’s Word that 
man cannot properly direct his own 
steps. We need divine assistance! 
Proverbs tells us that it takes god’s 
wisdom to maintain discretion in the 
way we live. This is a much bigger, 
more complex subject than i had 
imagined. So i have broken it down 
into three parts: using discretion in, 

1. Discreet in appearance and   
    Modesty in Dress 
2. Discreet in Speech
3. Discreet in Conduct

These are the first things people 
notice about us. i can only share with 
you what i have learned with god’s 
help over a lifetime of learning. 
Proverbs 5:1-2 said another way:

My son, pay attention to my 
wisdom; listen carefully to my 
wise  counsel.  Then you will learn 
to be discreet and will store up 
knowledge (new Living Trans).

What does discretion mean?

Prudence, or knowledge and 

prudence; that discernment 
which enables a person to judge 
critically of what is correct and 
proper, united with caution; nice 
discernment and judgment, directed 
by circumspection, and primarily 
regarding ones’ own conduct. (KJV 
Dictionary).

Free from pretension; showing 
discernment; using judicious words 
that respect privacy; as, a discreet 
letter, especially in avoiding error or 
evil, and in the adaptation of means to 
ends; prudent; sagacious; judicious; 
not rash or heedless; cautious.

The dictionary definition of  
discretion begins with “the quality 
of being discreet.” and to be discreet 
means to be “wise or judicious 
in avoiding mistakes or faults; 
prudent; circumspect; cautious; not 
rash.” in other words, discretion is 
exercising judgment tempered with 
these attributes in order to arrive 
at a final decision or outcome.
it is interesting that mezimmah, 
the Hebrew term translated in the 
King James Version “discretion” 
is simply translated “good sense” 
in the Moffatt translation. it’s how 
we guide our affairs, or conduct all 
our business, based on good sense. 
Caution, prudence and discretion: a 
practical orientation toward future 
goals. it entails being careful about 
one’s choices, not taking undue risks, 
and keeping long-term goals in mind 

Jean Jantzen

DISCRETION 
“My son, be attentive to my Wisdom [godly Wisdom learned by actual and costly experience], and incline 
your ear to my understanding [of what is becoming and prudent for you], that you may exercise proper dis-
crimination and discretion and your lips may guard and keep knowledge and the wise answer [to temptation]” 
(Proverbs 5:1-2 amplified Trans).



 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   • Spring 2014    9

doing) which come through Jesus 
Christ (the Anointed One), to the 
honor and praise of God [that His 
glory may be both manifested and 
recognized] (amplified).

Jim Patterson in his book Acts and 
the Epistles elaborates:  “What Paul 
has in mind in his prayer, starting 
in verse 9, is that their love may 
grow, not with mere sentimentality, 
but in loving the truth, valuing the 
things god loves and turning away 
from what god hates. The growth 
of their love is mentioned in the way 
of knowledge and judgment. This is 
so that they approve and properly 
discern matters, between things of 
lesser and greater value that are most 
appropriate for the situation. This is a 
reflection of love with discernment.” 
(p. 108-9) 

Having defined discretion and 
discussed its importance, let us now 
examine three types of discretion:

Discreet in Appearance 
and Modesty in Dress

Timothy writes “also [i desire] that 
women should adorn themselves 
modestly and appropriately and 
sensibly in seemly apparel, not with 
[elaborate] hair arrangement or gold 
or pearls or expensive clothing” (1 
Tim 2:9). Timothy doesn’t mean 
women should not dress attractively, 
but that we should cover up our bodies 
for the sake of others, especially men.  
We should not expose our leg too 
much in a miniskirt.  He is concerned 
that godly women set a good example 
to young women…that we in the 
church should be role models for 
the lawless society in which we live. 

Men also have a responsibility 
in how they present themselves.
Tz’ni’ut means modesty, simplicity, 
a touch of bashfulness, and reserve. 
But perhaps above these, it signifies 

privacy. it is the hallmark of 
Jewish marriage, and the rabbis 
refer to it as the specific quality 
to look for in the ideal mate.
Tz’ni’ut also implies modesty in 
dress. Traditionally covered parts 
of the body should not be exposed, 
although one can dress stylishly. This 
attitude issues from a very highly 
refined sense of shame, an emotion 
often denigrated today in the name 
of freedom. not only did the Bible 
prohibit removing all clothing, it did 
not permit wearing any garments 
belonging to the opposite sex 
(Deuteronomy 22:5), as this might 
lead to unnatural lusts, lascivious 
thoughts, and a freer intermingling 
between the sexes.   (Modesty by 
Rabbi Maurice Lamm )

When i was seventeen i took a 
nursing course and i remember 
vividly our uniform back then and 
the importance of it.   We were taught 
to keep our bodies clean, our hair 
neat, and a minimum use of make-
up. We wore a button up slim dress 
with a sparkling white bib apron 
over top and a nursing cap. We had 
several uniforms and they had to be 
cleaned professionally every week. 
i also wore white nylons and white 
nursing shoes. This uniform told the 
world and the patients who i was. We 
took pride in how we kept ourselves 

because we represented a serving 
profession. i was always careful how 
i looked; polishing those white shoes 
until they shone. and with a big 
smile, fresh face and friendly eyes 
i could walk with confidence into 
a patient’s room. at a young age i 
learned how important grooming and 
dress was and never forgot it.
 

The Opposite of Modesty

The antonym of tz’ni’ut is hefkerut, 
abandon, looseness, the absence of 
restraint and inhibition. in its extreme, 
it is gross immorality, gilui arayot (the 
uncovering of nakedness). Tz’ni’ut is 
covering, vulgarity is uncovering. 
Vulgarity that is repeated ceases to 
astonish us or to shock our moral 
sensibilities. Thus the canons of taste 
have degenerated as immorality has 
increased. Those who would rather be 
clothed than exposed are considered 
square and puritanical, victims of the 
centuries-old repression of healthy 
instincts.    (Modesty by Rabbi Maurice 
Lamm, MyJewish learning.com.)
it is evident our society has lost 
all these qualities of character.
i like edmond Rostand’s idea of 
elegance in dress:

“I have a different idea of 
elegance. I don’t dress like a fop, 
it’s true, but my moral grooming is 

Discretion

“Discretion will protect you, and 
understanding will guard you” 

(Proverbs 2:11 NIV)
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with friends or even catching up 
with an old friend after a long time, 
discretion is imperative! Do we listen 
attentively to others or do we hog the 
conversation?  Do we know when not 
to speak?  are we just reactors? are we 
aware of other’s body language?... our 
own? We know the scripture that says:

And if anyone does not offend 
in speech [never says the wrong 
things], he is a fully developed 
character and a perfect man, able to 
control his whole body and to curb 
his entire nature. If we set bits in the 
horses’ mouths to make them obey 
us, we can turn their whole bodies 
about (James 3:2-3 amplified).

James continues to warn us about 
this small part of our anatomy:
See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles!  And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity. The tongue is so set 
among our members that it defiles 
the whole body, and sets on fire the 
course of nature; and it is set on fire 
by hell.  For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and creature of the 
sea, is tamed and has been tamed 
by mankind.  But no man can tame 
the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full 

impeccable. I never appear in 
public with a soiled conscience, 
a tarnished honor, threadbare 
scruples, or an insult that I 
haven’t washed away. I’m 
always immaculately clean, 
adorned with independence 
and frankness. I may not cut 
a stylish figure, but I hold my 
soul erect. I wear my deeds as 
ribbons, my wit is sharper then 
the finest mustache, and when I 
walk among men I make truths 
ring like spurs.” — Cyrano de 
Bergerac

So, we should dress the best we 
can, clean and modest; we should 
have a bright, warm and friendly 
smile. Paul’s advice will hold us in 
good stead. 

Clothe yourselves therefore, as 
God’s own chosen ones (His own 
picked representatives),[who 
are] purified and holy and well-
beloved [by God Himself, by 
putting on behavior marked by] 
tenderhearted pity and mercy, 
kind feeling, a lowly opinion of 
yourselves, gentle ways, [and] 
patience [which is tireless 
and long-suffering, and has 
the power to endure whatever 
comes, with good temper] 
(Colossians 3:12).

So be discreet in dress and make 
allowances for others…clothe 
yourselves with love and be 
genuine. 

Discreet in Speech

This sounds simple enough 
but discretion does not come 
to everyone naturally. Clean 
speech is rare. at seventeen, as a 
nursing student, i shared a room 
with another student.  She was 
‘religious’ and did not like my 
language strewn with expletives. i 
told her to remind me every time i 
said a wrong word. i was surprised 

at how often and with her help i 
cleaned up my language and from that 
experience i learned a valuable lesson. 
also, have we listened to the sound 
of our voice? is it a friendly tone? 
i have turned off the television or 
changed channels because the speaker 
had a horrible, abrasive sounding 
voice…or they talked too loud. i have 
remarked to my husband… “Wouldn’t 
it be hard to live with someone with 
that kind of voice?”  So the quality 
and tone of our voice makes a huge 
difference in life, in relationships, 
in the workplace, anywhere. That’s 
probably why women like the soothing 
deep voice of (some) men [Morgan 
Freeman comes to mind]. That’s 
why men like the soft sweet husky 
tones of (some) women. [Remember 
Marilyn Monroe! or Lauren Bacall.] 
We really should be more aware of the 
sound and tonal quality of our voice. 
Sometimes it’s not what we are saying 
it’s the tone and deliverance. We 
should practice in front of a mirror. We 
need to record ourselves.  Many people 
have a permanent frown making them 
look angry when they talk. Do we? 
We need to slow down our speech, 
relax, pause and for women try to 
lower the pitch. Don’t try to sound 
like a man; keep the tone feminine. 
Men, sound masculine. We should 
try talking with a smile. Don’t speak 
in monotone or dull tones. Discretion 
in speech is the whole package, 
which includes the tone of our voice. 
Discretion in speech is a quality habit 
that comes with experience. after 
all it is all about knowing when to 
stop conversing, when to distance 
oneself in a relationship, when to 
hold onto the tongue tight and let 
mind take over heart to contemplate 
rationally, when to give the right reply 
pertaining to the right moment and 
the right place. Honing this quality 
is not easy unless you have an innate 
maturity to understand nuances of the 
world around you. Be it a workplace, 
social networking, relationships and 
marriage or a much expected outing 

Discretion
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of deadly poison.  With it we bless 
our God and Father, and with it we 
curse men, who have been made in 
the similitude of God.  Out of the 
same mouth proceed blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things 
ought not to be so (James 3:6-10).

David also warns us:

They speak idly everyone with his 
neighbor; With flattering lips and a 
double heart they speak. May 
the Lord cut off aLL fLattering Lips, 
And the tongue that speaks proud 
things, Who have said, “With 
our tongue we will prevail; Our 
lips are our own; Who is lord over 
us?” (Psalms 12:2-4).

a wise man once said, ‘Human nature 
is complicated. The less you talk, the 
more you hear, and the more you 
hear, you become not subdued but 
mature enough to take in information 
what is important and discard what 
is not! When you master this quality, 
your thoughts will be rational, words 
will be gems of wisdom and actions 
eternally convincing to self and the 
world’.  

When i was a young woman—i was 
what was called spontaneous—i 
never held back anything. if i thought 
it i said it; this led to many sticky 
situations and backtracking.  i was 
always good at digging myself into 
a hole. i’m sure you can relate. god 
must have surely laughed.   He knew 
how to fix that….marriage and seven 
children.  i finally had my tongue a 
little more in control by the time i was 
a mature student (53) in university.
i wanted to share one small story. i 
was going to a gym a few years ago 
and was told that this one woman 

was forced by her husband (who they 
said was a fitness fanatic) to exercise 
all the time.  Right away i began to 
think badly about this couple. it is 
now a few years later and this same 
couple go to the pool and gym where 
i work out. i have learned she has 
diabetes since she was a young girl 
and must exercise to keep it under 
control. Her husband exercises 
because of a back injury and is one of 
the nicest people i have met.  it just 
goes to show we have to be careful 
what we say, but just as important, 
we must not believe everything we 
hear. This is exercising wisdom 
and discretion in our speech and in 
our hearing.  We really need god’s 
wisdom in this most important area 
in expressing god’s love in what we 
say. Hurting others by what we say 
is not in keeping with godly conduct. 
There is such a fine line separating 
communication and gossip. We can 
hurt and destroy others by what we 
say.   What a responsibility!

in the past decade or so i have put 
in an even more earnest effort to 
think before i say anything at all. 
Sometimes i am successful.  i 
began to question myself before i 
said anything… “Should you really 
say that?”  “Will those words make 
things better or worse?” “is that 
just gossip?”  “is what i am saying 
uplifting and helpful”   “Please god, 
help me to say the right thing!”…
and many times now i just hold my 
tongue. i have needed much help 
from god and through His patience 
and mercy i am beginning to make 
a little progress in this area of my 
life. i never realized what a big job 
it is to control that little thing in my 
mouth.  i believe this takes a lifetime 
and god’s Spirit. The Bible tells us:

…let your words be few… too many 
words make you a fool (ecclesias-
tes 5:2). 

All the words of my mouth are with 
righteousness; Nothing crooked or 
perverse is in them (Proverbs 8:8).

The words of a wise man’s 
mouth are gracious (ecclesiastes 
10:12).

For by your words you will be jus-
tified, and by your words you will 
be condemned (Matthew 12:37). 

Discreet in Conduct

One who is living in a godly manner 
is attentive to the presence and power 
of god, obedient to His Word, and 
motivated by both love and a deep 
reverence for god. are we authentic, 
down to earth? 

For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all 
men,  teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present 
age,  looking for the blessed hope 
and glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:11-13).

i know what godliness is not. 
Someone who sounds pious and 
makes others feel uncomfortable 
with their preaching. i know someone 
who i bump into regularly. He is 
always cheerful and says nice things 
to everyone but it comes across as 
superficial.  i have always wanted 
to be genuine. i think actions speak 
more loudly than words. We need to 
look to Christ as an example of godly 
conduct.  He said He did all to glorify 

Shepherd’s Voice©

Discretion
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means opportunities for Christ, 
and dying—well, that’s better yet! 
(Philipians:1: 18-21 Living Trans.).

One day we will be able to do the 
following:

Let us rejoice and shout for joy 
[exulting and triumphant]! Let 
us celebrate and ascribe to Him 
glory and honor, for the marriage 
of the Lamb [at last] has come, 
and His bride has prepared 
herself. She has been permitted 
to dress in fine (radiant) linen, 
dazzling and white—for the fine 
linen is (signifies, represents) 
the righteousness (the upright, 
just, and godly living, deeds, and 
conduct, and right standing with 
God) of the saints (God’s holy 
people). Then [the angel] said 
to me, Write this down: Blessed 
(happy, to be envied) are those who 
are summoned (invited, called) to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
And he said to me [further], These 
are the true words (the genuine 
and exact declarations) of God 
(Revelation 19:7-9 amplified).

So let’s look to god for the 
wisdom we need in order to live 
in a prudent, discreet and godly 
manner. Praise be to god for His 
patience, love and mercy as we 
slowly grow in grace and knowledge.
in the crucial areas of appearance, 
conversation, and conduct, let us 
always look to god for the wisdom 
we need in order to live in a prudent, 
discreet and godly manner. Praise 
be to god for His patience, love and 
mercy as we slowly grow in grace 
and knowledge.

through with many acute [mental] 
pangs. But as for you, O man of 
God, flee from all these things; aim 
at and pursue righteousness (right 
standing with God and true good-
ness), godliness (which is the lov-
ing fear of God and being Christ-
like), faith, love, steadfastness (pa-
tience), and gentleness of heart  (1 
Timothy 6:7-11). 

“What manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness?” (2 Peter 3:11) 

The Word of god reveals His heart, 
His thoughts, and everything needed 
to live successfully according to His 
blueprint for living.

To sum it all up hopefully we will be 
able to say with Paul:

I am going to keep on being 
glad, for I know that as you pray 
for me, and as the Holy Spirit 
helps me, this is all going to turn 
out for my good.   For I live in 
eager expectation and hope that 
I will never do anything that will 
cause me to be ashamed of myself 
but that I will always be ready to 
speak out boldly for Christ while 
I am going through all these trials 
here, just as I have in the past; and 
that I will always be an honor to 
Christ, whether I live or whether 
I must die.   For to me, living 

His Father in heaven. (John 17:5) 
Loving others like He loved us was 
one of the last commands Jesus gave. 
and we know Christ’s ultimate love 
sacrifice. 

The Psalmist tells us:

Blessed is the man Who walks not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor 
stands in the path of sinners, Nor 
sits in the seat of the scornful;   That 
brings forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
And whatever he does shall prosper. 
But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in His law he meditates 
day and night (Psalms 1:1-3). 

Paul instructs us in this vital area:

For we brought nothing into the 
world, and obviously we cannot 
take anything out of the world; 
But if we have food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content 
(satisfied). But those who crave to 
be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare and into many foolish (use-
less, godless) and hurtful desires 
that plunge men into ruin and de-
struction and miserable perish-
ing. For the love of money is a 
root of all evils; it is through this 
craving that some have been led 
astray and have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves 

Discretion
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 2014 Feast Information

Who:  All members of the Churches of God  

What:  Feast of Tabernacles Bermuda & Caribbean Cruise (many  

 activities geared toward singles) 

When:  October 9, 2014 departure from Cape Liberty , New Jersey 

Inside Stateroom from $1,005.56 per person   

Promenade Stateroom from $1,025.56 per person 

Oceanview Stateroom from $1,295.56 per person   

Balcony Stateroom from $1,435.56 per person 

Above group prices include all taxes, fees, and gratuities.  Prices are per person 

based on double occupancy.  Triple and Quad staterooms are availalbe.  Please 

contact Kathy for pricing.  Additional  category staterooms are available at the cur-

rent pricing.  **To guarantee your cabin, first deposit is due December 5.  ** 

2014 FEAST OF TABERNACLES 

2014 Feast of  Tabernacles  
Bermuda & Caribbean Cruise 
Sponsored by the Church of  God Downers Grove  

Pastor Ken Svehla 
9 night sailing out of Cape Liberty 
to Bermuda, St. Maarten, San Juan 

and Labadee. 

  
For further information contact Amber 

Warrington  
630-373-4683 

marjoryamber1@yahoo.com  
For information on church services, contact 
Ken Svehla at mosaic2016@aol.com or 

708-785-3651. 

 Designed For You Travel, Inc. 
1137 Marshall Ct. 

Naperville, IL 60565 
630-983-7300 
800-860-7155, 

Fax:  630-626-7026 
Kathy@designedforyoutravel.com 

ktksummers@yahoo.com 

TO BOOK YOUR CRUISE,  
CONTACT 

KATHY SUMMERS 

Western Canadian 2014 Feast Site
Join us again this year for the Feast of Tabernacles 2014, from October 
9-16 in Canada’s “napa Valley,” at the city of Penticton in British 
Columbia’s spectacular Okanagan Valley. 

For Feast and accommodation information, go to http://cogwebcast.
com/.  You may contact alex Kennedy at 204- 231-0555 or Jeff Patton 
at 250-716-1141 or email at cinnabarvista@gmail.com for additional 
information. 

The Western Canada Feast is sponsored by the Winnipeg Church of 
god and other participating ministries. all are welcome.
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Edward Malone, JD

Scribe’s Square
A lawyer’s discussion of Biblical laws

That Ain’t in the Bible
A look at popular phrases thought 

to be in the Bible (Part 2)

in the 1970s and 80s CBS nighttime Soap Opera, Dallas, 
the villainous oil man J.R. ewing (played by Larry Hagman) 
had a golden Rule of his own.  “Do unto others before they 
do unto you.”  in the 1970s nBC situation comedy Sanford and 
Son, the wild and wacky Fred Sanford (played by Redd Foxx) 
in his refusal to help others once said, “Don’t do unto others if they 
ain’t done unto you because you might ‘get done’ in doing it.”
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Scribe’s Square

in the 1970s and 80s, nighttime soap opera Dallas, featuring oil tycoon character J.R. ewing, the man who 
america most loved to hate, intentionally altered the “golden Rule” to suit his evil purposes.  in mentoring 
a younger aspiring businessman, J.R. told the young man that his rule was, “Do under others before they 
do unto you.”  This expressed J.R.’s willingness to preemptively destroy his competitors before they had an 
opportunity to destroy him.  

The character Fred Sanford, in the 1970s situation comedy Sanford and Son, also distorted the “golden Rule.”  
Fred refused to identify the thieves who had stolen his neighbor Julio’s goat on grounds that doing so might 
invite retaliation against himself and that Julio had never done anything good for Fred.  exclaimed Fred, 
“Don’t do unto others if they ain’t done unto you because you might get ‘done in’ doing it.”

“He is coming back for a church without a spot or wrinkle.”

This phrase is a slight misquote of a passage from the Book of ephesians in which the writer, Paul, states that 
Christ gave Himself for His church so that He would sanctify and cleanse it and one day present it blameless 
before Himself (and to His Father), “a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.”  

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish (ephesians 5:25-27).

Other scriptures also make this point.  

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 
unreproveable in his sight (Colossians 1:21-22).

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy; to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen (Jude 1:24-25).

The “spot or wrinkle” misquotation does not appear to advance any false doctrines. We must remain mindful, 
however, that although we, in believing and obeying Christ, play a contributory role in our own sanctification, 
it is still Christ Himself who is doing the sanctifying, cleansing, and unwrinkling (Mark 5:36; Luke 10:25-28; 
1 John 1:7; 1 John 3:7; ephesians 2:8; Revelation 1:5).

“God helps those who help themselves”

not only is this quote never used in the Bible but it might be dangerous, depending on how one chooses to use 
it. The quote was actually created by Ben Franklin and it appeared in  Poor Richard’s Almanac  in 1757.  god 
certainly does want humans to work and often does not do for humans what they can do for themselves.  For 
example, Yahweh rained a bread called manna from heaven to feed the israelites, but it was up to the people 
themselves to gather this bread (See exodus 16).  But to claim that “god helps those who help themselves” 
could be used as an excuse to take action on one’s own initiative without the leadership and guidance of god’s 
Holy Spirit  (Proverbs 3:5-6).

“You have lost your first love”

in Jesus Christ’s messages to the seven churches in the book of Revelation, Christ tells the church in ephesus, 
“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” (Revelation 2:4).

Please notice that the ephesians had left their first love rather than lost their first love.  The greek word 
translated left means to leave, abandon, or depart.   Christ’s admonition in the very next verse to the ephesians 
to repent proves that their love was not lost forever.  There was still a possibility for the ephesians to return 
to that love.  

While using the phrase “lost your first love” instead of “left your first love” might slightly change the nature 
of the ephesian congregation’s offense, this misquotation is hardly anything to start a new denomination over.

(continued on page 19)
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              Norman Edwards

ask norm!

Greetings and Happy Sabbath,

II would like to donate my tithe to the Ke-
nya brethren featured in the Spring 2013 
issue of Shepherd’s Voice Magazine. I 
just finished the publication (I am a slow 
reader).
Also, my husband and I are just so ex-
cited because we are planning to go on 
the Cruise for the F.O.T.! Though my 
husband isn’t a church member, we’ve at-
tended several Feasts together the past 
12 years. So we are receiving e-mails 
from Kathy and are in the process of get-
ting started with the planning and are both 
extremely excited. 

Thank you for all your excellent issues 
with excellent articles. May God continue 
to bless, guide and lead you.

In Him,
T.V.

Dear T.V.,

it is very good that your husband 
wants to go to the Feast with you. i 
have known of several people who 
have become believers through their 
experiences at the Feast. For the un-
believing husband is sanctified by 
the wife… For how do you know, 
O wife, whether you will save your 
husband?” (1 Corinthians 7:14, 16). 
even if that does not happen, you will 
still be likely to bring more peace and 
happiness to your marriage. Cruises 
are a very good evangelism tool for 
these kinds of situations. Land-based 
Feast sites are much better for the 
skeptical person who wants to try it, 
but also wants a quick exit in case 
they do not like it for some reason.

Thank you for helping to support the 

brethren in Kenya. i have known the 
Pattons for decades and i am sure that 
they will spend the money wisely. i 
am opposed to sending money over-
seas simply because someone asks 
for it with what sounds like a good 
story—there are so many internation-
al con artists. However, when some-
one knows of legitimate needs and is 
able to help, they should help. “and 
there are diversities of activities, but 
it is the same god who works all in 
all” (1 Corinthians 12:6).

April 28, 2014
Dear Norm,

Thank you for the Winter 2014 Edition. It 
is good to read your impressions of God’s 
word revealed to you by the Holy Spirit.

Also, thank you and your staff for helping 
the homeless with food and shelter. You 
are all truly Good Samaritans. May God 
bless you all

Sincerely,

Robert M, Antelope, CA

Dear Robert,

Thank you for your encouragement. 
The parable of the good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37) starts with a man 
asking Jesus what he must do to in-
herit eternal life and ends with Jesus 
telling him to emulate the example of 
the good Samaritan. What he did had 
great value, even though Samaritans 
generally had major doctrinal errors 
(John 4:21-22). numerous scriptures 
tell us about the importance of help-
ing the poor (Matt 25:31-46; Luke 
14:12; gal 2:10; 6:10; 1Tim 6:17). 
Our own forgiveness of debts and 

sins will be based upon how we for-
give others (Matt 6:15; Luke 6:37; 
Col 3:13). i hope more Sabbath-
keeping groups will begin serving the 
poor in the future.

  
April 30, 2014

Dear brethren at Shepherds Voice: Hello!

With great interest, I enjoyed your PABC 
update in the Winter 2014 Shepherd’s 
Voice. How I would love to volunteer 
here, and serve. At present, I am a full-
time employee with Spectrum Health, 
and also a 1-year volunteer with Visiting 
Nurse Association & Spectrum Health 
Hospice. It’s amazing what you do, with 
only 3 staff members, along with 4 solid 
years of helping homeless with ministry, 
housing, meals and such. Teaching work 
ethics and “rules” and boundaries are 
sorely lacking in families today. (And yes, 
this winter was horrible for us Michigan 
people!) I respect your efforts to reach 
out!!

I was also fascinated with your excellent 
article Relationships & Marriage. There 
are countless scenarios in believers’ 
lives, too numerous to even imagine, as I 
learn from this article. So very eye-open-
ing are the truths here. I used to believe 
that if you were chaste until your wedding 
night, God would somehow bless you in 
an “extra” way, as to “guarantee” a life-
time commitment that was “easier”, than 
if you married out of guilt, because you 
were already having sex before marriage. 
I know now, that there isn’t any “magical 
touch.” Also, the undesired children with-
in marriages (“accidents”), and the added 
stress from all these kinds of situations 
make me so totally agree 1000% with ev-
erything you said. 

asknorm@shepherdsvoicemagazine.org

http://
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trust that the Holy Spirit will guide us in 
our understanding of what God wants us 
to know. A paraphrase is “okay” to read 
personally, but I would never recommend 
teaching from it as it is not “thee” inspired 
word of God. (You have to keep that in 
mind when reading.) Those well versed 
in the scriptures are able to do that, but 
Babes in Christ need “thee” Word for a 
foundation first.

Response: i have never encountered 
the situation where using the wrong 
Bible translation caused major diffi-
culties in someone’s life. 

But i have frequently encountered 
men and women who created much 
suffering for themselves and for oth-
ers by not living by whatever Bible 
translation they had. While i certain-
ly use many translations and prefer 
various ones for various purposes, 
anyone seeking god can learn the ba-
sics of truth from almost any transla-
tion.

The three big issues for Bible transla-
tion are:

1) Which Hebrew/greek manu-
scripts to use?

2)  What does the original language 
actually mean?

3) Should the translation be as 
close to word-for-word as possible 
or should the translator use para-
phrase to best convey the meaning 
in english?

Sometimes, the Hebrew and greek 
use rhymes, puns, alliteration and 
double-meanings—making it almost 
impossible to simply convey all of 
that meaning into english. When 
translators really understand what 
god meant, then a paraphrase is best. 
But if they are not sure, then a liter-
al translation will be more likely to 
convey the true meaning. i like the 
niV as well, though its translators 
used the “Majority Text” (produced 
by scholars trying to use the old-
est greek manuscripts or the most 
common readings) as their basis for 
translation, whereas the King James 
translators used the “Received Text” 
(a set of not as old, but very good 
greek manuscripts). The Scripture 
you mentioned above is a manuscript 
issue—the Majority Text says “wash 

of repenting of the sins and relying 
on god for peace in the matter. 

August 6, 2013

Dear Norman (and SVM),
I just received the Spring 2013 Shep-
herd’s Voice Magazine and have read 
it, so thought I would take some time to 
comment on it.

Jim Patterson’s article “Blessed” was 
very good; a humbling reminder of what 
is most important. I also enjoyed Jean 
Jantzen’s article on “Salt”. It was very 
beautiful. I found Jim Petersen’s article 
very interesting and will have to read it 
again, check out the scripture quotations 
and think about it and pray about it. I liked 
it, though. The one thing I found discon-
certing was the background picture. It 
was very nice, but difficult to read “in the 
grain” and easy to read “in the sky”. I put 
on my reading glasses which solved the 
problem. I prefer not to use the glasses 
unless I have to. I didn’t care for the 
“Bob” letter, but you answered well and 
respectfully.

Love, 
Jean C, Montanna

Dear Jean,

Thank you for reading our publica-
tion. it is wonderful to know that 
there are many people reading it 
and thinking about it. Thank you 
for writings as well—even though 
we are responding a little late! i had 
trouble with the background picture 
as well—sometimes the way the 
magazine looks on a computer screen 
is not exactly how it looks after it is 
printed. People with very good vision 
probably had no trouble.

Letter: Although there are some places 
where the Bible is mistranslated and 
there are also some outright corruptions, 
for the most part, God gets his message 
across. 

The Bible is the word of God, though 
God used imperfect men to translate it. I 
like the NIV a lot even though some say 
it is corrupted. One example is Revela-
tion 22:14. The NIV says, “Blessed are 
those who wash their robes…” and the 
KJV says “Blessed are they that do his 
commandments…” We use about 4 dif-
ferent translations for comparison and 

Had I listened and obeyed God, instead 
of men, I’d still be married 40 years now, 
to my 1st love and 1st husband. But in-
stead, I allowed the enemy to speak to 
me. I divorced him, against repeated 
times of God’s speaking to me to put it 
all in His care. So I messed my life up 
big time, and had to learn hard conse-
quences for several years. However, God 
is good, and time does heal the scars 
(not all, but a lot). I can’t turn the clock 
back, but I do know I listen to Him much 
more intently, with a deeper appreciation 
for Him looking down and pulling me up 
out of that deep, murkey pit of despair 
and hopelessness. I wish to give you this 
gift to put toward the PABC ministry. May 
God continue to help you grow and serve 
Him, by serving our fellowman.

With love,
[name withheld], Michigan

Dear Michigan,

Thank you for your encouraging let-
ter. Those who work in the healthcare 
field know how difficult it is to main-
tain ongoing operations. Just one 
staff position that must be manned 
24 hours per day, 7 days per week, 
requires 4 full-time people (for 168 
hours per week) and a substitute for 
vacations, absences, etc. Most such 
positions are not very busy in the 
night and evening hours, so they 
can be filled with fewer people if the 
workers live on site and do not mind 
being called back to work at odd 
hours. We have had a few people call 
in the middle of the night, needing 
a place for themselves or their chil-
dren to stay. in a couple of cases, the 
police would have called Child Pro-
tective Services to take the children 
away from their parents if they were 
not able to come to PaBC. (a parent 
who does not have overnight shelter 
for a small child is considered “negli-
gent” in Michigan.)

Thank you for sharing your experi-
ence with marriage and divorce. We 
hope others will learn from it. While 
remaining pure until marriage is gen-
erally a great benefit to keeping a 
life-long marriage, continual clashes 
with commands of god can also ruin 
it. i have seen marriages break up be-
cause one of the people continued to 
covet other people’s spouses—or be-
cause one party was a liar or a thief. 
We hope others follow your example 

              Ask Norm!
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their robes”, but the Received Text 
says “keep the commandments”. it 
is interesting that the meaning of 
the two is largely the same. 

Revelation 19:8 shows that clean 
and white linen is the “righteous-
ness of the saints.” Other scrip-
tures tell us god’s commandments 
are righteousness (Deuterono-
my 6:25; Psalm 119:172, isaiah 
48:18). The 144,000 and the in-
numerable multitude have white 
robes in Revelation 7:13-14—they 
were righteous through the tribu-
lation.

Letter: I can’t agree with you when 
it comes to the Boy Scouts, Norm. I 
mentioned the Boy Scout Memorial in 
a previous letter and I am most seri-
ous when I say you should check it 
out. The memorial is found in Wash. 
DC on 15th street between E Street 
and Constitution Ave. The Boy Scouts 
of America was founded by a Freema-
son named Daniel Carter Beard. The 
memorial is a representation of the 
Pythagorean Alchemical Formula. It 
is an esoteric symbol and has occult 
meaning. Even if you can’t go to Wash 
DC, you should be able to find plenty 
of info on the computer. And with the 
“Scouts” passing out condoms and 
embracing homosexuality, it should 
be evident that true Christians should 
have nothing to do with it. James 4:4 
says, “…whoever desires to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 2 Corinthians 6:14-
17 says, “Do not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers” and “come out from 
the midst of them and be separate.” 
Joining worldly organizations cannot 
be pleasing to God. When God says 
friendship with the world is enmity with 
God, I think he means it and we need 
to seriously consider it. This Satanic 
society that we have been raised in 
from birth has us fooled in so many 
ways, but God wants us to wake-up 
and come out of her and be separate. 

Response:This is a very important 
issue that many believers are con-
cerned about. Public schools have 
many problems similar to those 
you mentioned. i think it is very 
important to read what the scrip-
ture says and do what the people 
in the new Testament did. There 

is a time to come out of worldly orga-
nizations and a time to remain in them. 
Revelation 18:4 says:

“Come out of her, my people, so that 
you will not share in her sins, so 
that you will not receive any of her 
plagues.” 

if being in a worldly organization re-
quires one to share in its sins, then one 
needs to get out—or expect to partake 
of the plagues. Daniel spent his adult 
life in Babylon, but did not partake of 
its sins—even when it meant that he 
might be fed to the lions (Daniel 6). 
Daniel’s three companions had simi-
lar trials (Daniel 1, 3). it takes a lot 
of faith to trust god for deliverance 
in these situations. in our experience, 
Boy Scouts was about outdoor skills, 
crafts, knots and following god. We 
did not contribute any money to the 
central organization, and we agree 
there is probably corruption there. But 
one time, we had the whole local troop 
of scouts visit our church as part of a 
“ten commandment hike.” 

i took on the fourth commandment 
and taught them about the Sabbath. 
We never encountered any of the evil 
things that you described. On the other 
hand, people in other areas may have 
had a very different experience with a 
scout group—and they never should 
have joined or left once they were 
asked to participate in sin.

Jesus taught us that there would always 
be tares among the wheat—people put 
into the church by “the enemy”—Sa-
tan. (Matthew 13:24-30). This is true 
of all “Christian” organizations. Fol-
lowing god is not about joining the 
one true church with the least sin and 
staying out of everything else. it is 
about living a righteous life where we 
are, departing if we have to do so to 
avoid sin, but not departing simply be-
cause somebody else associated with 
us is sinning. Many other parables 
mention this intermixing of righteous 
and unrighteous people: the mustard 
seed, the woman and leaven, the net, 
the debtors, the good Samaritan, the 
fig tree, the supper, the Pharisee and 
the publican, the pounds, the two sons, 
two men and two women, the ten vir-
gins, the talents and, the sheep and the 
goats. Revelation 2 and 3 describes 

sins in those churches. Christ’s com-
mandment is not to leave, but for the 
ones who are sinning to repent, and for 
those who are doing right to keep on 
doing it.

There are times when god told His 
people to “serve the king of Baby-
lon” (2 Kings 25:24; Jeremiah 27:12-
17; 28:14; 40:9. it was a punishment 
for unrighteousness, but our nation 
is full of similar unrighteousness to-
day. Today, evil people have infil-
trated our governments, businesses, 
legal systems, medical practices, re-
ligious groups, entertainment media 
and social organizations. if a person 
is tempted to sin by their presence in 
one of those things, then they should 
do what they can to get out. But that 
does not mean all believers have to get 
out of the same groups. i have known 
Christians who, when they came 
across evil done in one of these enti-
ties, announced that they would not 
participate in it—even if that meant 
their departure; when they stood up for 
good, the whole group departed from 
the evil. For example, some organiza-
tion came to our Boy Scout group to 
recruit young men—but it appeared to 
have a “spiritual” component that was 
not biblical. Our family expressed no 
interest and i do not think anyone else 
from the group joined. Jesus and the 
apostles spoke at many synagogues, 
even though these synagogues were 
a den for the false teachings of Phari-
sees. The new Testament has no less 
than 12 mentions of people of faith 
who had government jobs or syna-
gogue affiliations—and none of them 
are told they need to “come out” of 
those groups (Luke 3:12-14; Mat-
thew 9:18-25; Luke 8;1-3; acts 8:27, 
36-37; 10:1-4, 44-47; 13:6-12; 16:33-
38; 17:1, 4; 17:11-12; 28:8; Romans 
16:21, 23, niV; Philippians 1:12-13; 
4:22). Finally, there was a sect at the 
time of Christ, known as the escenes, 
which believed the leaders at Jerusa-
lem were so corrupt that they should 
“come out of them”. But god chose 
not to mention them in the Bible. 

Letter: Once again, I will say, “Facebook is 
friendship with the world.” Well, thank you 
for taking the time to listen. I look forward 
to the next edition of Shepherd’s Voice.

Response: if one is tempted to sin us-
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ing facebook, then one should stay 
away from it. For whatever reason, 
some people, rather than work to im-
prove their marriages, start affairs on 
facebook. That was not available at 
the time of Christ, so people would 
go to the market place, where they 
could start affairs if they wanted to. 
But we find Jesus and the apostles 
preaching the gospel in the market 
place (Mark 6:56; acts 17:17). Jesus 
was with so many “worldly” people 
that he was called a “friend of pub-
licans and sinners” (Matthew 11:19; 
Luke 7:34).

i have about 800 “friends” on face-
book, but only about 40 that i keep 
close track of—mostly family and 
long-time friends. Most are church 
friends—but some are recovered or 
recovering homeless people whom 
we have helped in our ministry. nu-
merous times, i have found some-
body who needed help and i answered 
them with some kind words, a scrip-
ture or an article i have written on 
their subject. i remember one of our 
former-guests lecturing other wom-
en on staying away from cigarettes, 
alcohol and drugs when they were 
pregnant—i encouraged her. another 

man, whom i’ve known for 10 years, 
never thought he would have a wife 
or family, but i encouraged him as 
he drifted around the country, and 
now he is well on his way to a fam-
ily! i would not be embarrassed for 
my wife, family or the entire Shep-
herd’s Voice Magazine readership to 
read anything i have written on face-
book. i am still learning, but i have 
learned to talk about god and the 
Bible to many people without them 
“unfriending” me. i think it is a won-
derful evangelistic opportunity, and 
hope many computer-happy believ-
ers will take advantage of it.

(continued from page 15)

“The race is not given to the swift nor to the strong”

Christians often quote as scripture that “the race is not given to the swift nor to the strong but to those who endure to the 
end.”  This phrase is probably a combination of two different passages of scripture.  

in ecclesiastes 9:11-12, the writer, probably Solomon, wrote, “again i saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to the men of skill; but time and 
chance happen to them all. For man does not know his time. Like fish which are taken in an evil net, and like birds which 
are caught in a snare, so the sons of men are snared at an evil time, when it suddenly falls upon them.”  

and Jesus, in Matthew 24:12-13, said, “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold, but he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”

The common misquoting of these scriptures do not seem to introduce any error into the equation.  Our Savior, in Matthew 
24, was describing great tribulation and persecution of the saints and promising that those followers of Christ who 
endured to the end of their lives or the end of the age without abandoning their faith in Christ would be saved and have 
everlasting life.  The lesson in the ecclesiastes passage evidently is that achievements in this life are not a reliable or 
permanent source of happiness. no matter how talented or able one may be, one’s lot in life may be ruined at any moment 
by time and chance.  

“The Lord works in mysterious ways”

This phrase is probably derived from 18th Century english hymn writer William Cowper who wrote, “god moves in a 
mysterious way; His wonders to perform; He plans His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm.”  (Cowper, by the 
way, was a friend and colleague of John newton who wrote Amazing Grace).

although this phrase is not in the Bible, it is true of god in certain instances.  god’s judgments are “unsearchable” 
and His ways are “inscrutable” (Romans 11:33-36)(See also isaiah 28:21; Romans 16:25).  On the other hand, Biblical 
evidence and personal experience prove that god tells His people what they need to know and when they need to know 
it (amos 3:7; ephesians 3:3-9, Romans 11:25; Matthew 11:25).  and although god is all-knowing and all-wise, He can 
make Himself plain and clear when necessary (John 16:25; Romans 1:19).

Conclusion

The scribe hopes the reader has enjoyed and will benefit from our discussions of phantom biblical phrases.  Some 
harmless, others potentially dangerous.  The scribe prays that all of us remember and correctly quote from our precious 
scriptures and that none of us follow the teachings of J.R. ewing or Fred Sanford. 
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Jim B. Petersen

in Leviticus 23:17 we observe that 
there were two loaves carefully made 
and offered before god as a wave 
offering on the celebration of First 
Fruits, or Pentecost.  These two loaves 
speak somehow to the intent of the 
celebration. To help us discover what 
their symbolic portent is it becomes 
necessary to examine some scriptural 
stories that have connections to this 
celebration. 

Symbolism, metaphor, analogy and 
allegory are the things that make 
up the scripture and its message 
to mankind. it is no more evident 
than in the celebrations of god, put 
there to identify the purpose for the 
celebration.  One need only look 
at the first celebration of the Days 
of Unleavened Bread in Leviticus 
23 where we see all of the symbols 
and analogies are about Jesus.  The 
Passover Lamb; His crucifixion, the 
unleavened bread; Jesus the bread of 
affliction, the second Sabbath after 
the first; His Resurrection, and the 
Wave sheaf offering; His induction 
into office as the High Priest and 
King of Kings.  These things we 
have come to understand because 
certain fulfillments have identified 
the players (e.g. The Lamb of god is 
Jesus). The second festival (Leviticus 
23:16) has different symbols and 
as such tells a different story and 
celebrates something different.  We 
see its main theme has two loaves as 
its symbols that identify its reason 
for celebration (Leviticus 23:17). To 
learn about these two loaves and their 
meaning, we will start by looking at a 
popular story that is customarily read 
at this festival.

 Ruth, A Pentecost Story

it is common understanding that the 
Book of Ruth was a text read at the 
celebration of the Feast of Weeks, or 
Pentecost.  The reasons for this may 
vary, but the original practice was an 
old covenant one, carried over into 
the new more often for little reason 
other than tradition.  So it is that 
few adherents of the new covenant 
understand its deep symbolic portent.  
The Feast of Weeks or Harvest of First 
Fruits was a spring time celebration, 
and that was the setting for the story 
of Ruth.   it was god’s doing that 
this event transpired at that time so it 
comes then as no surprise that there 
is much symbolism contained within 
its narrative. This story, like so many, 
is like a staged play that god has put 
on to send a message to mankind 
where He inspires events and casts 
the players.

A Call to Come for Bread 

We begin with the call from god, 
(Ruth 1:6) to a woman named naomi 
who had left Bethlehem-judah 
because of a famine and dwelt in 
the land of Moab with her husband.  
it came to pass that he died and her 
two sons who had taken wives of the 
Moabites died also (it is not everyone 
that is cut out to be a eunuch for the 
kingdoms sake, and in this case we 
see it was for the purposes of god 
that this be as it was).  The news of 
god having visited His people by 
giving them bread convicts naomi to 
return to her people and her city.   

Our first encounter with symbolism 

here is quite powerful, for the name 
Bethlehem-judah (beyth-lechem) 
means “house of bread”.  This was 
a city near unto Jerusalem where the 
surrounding fields yielded fine crops 
of flax, barley and wheat in the spring 
of the year.   it is in the area where 
the first-fruits cuttings were often 
made for the wave sheaf offering 
during the days of unleavened bread.  
it was also in this city that the true 
bread of life would one day spring 
into physical life and bring spiritual 
bread to a spiritually starved people 
(Ruth 1:6). (in speaking of the wiles 
of Satan, starving people physically 
and spiritually has been one of his 
most effective tools).

Kinsmen Requirements 

naomi responds to the call and 
returns to Bethlehem with one of 
her daughters-in-law, Ruth.  Because 
Ruth was married to naomi’s son, 
she was considered kin through her 
husband who had died. Symbolically 
we, the first fruits, understand kinship 
to be of the Father, as those called are 
called by the Father to be candidates 
for the bride of Christ. if the call is 
accepted and god Himself approves 
it, conception is given via the Holy 
Spirit making the individual a son of 
god the Father.  

Ruth’s Husband, naomi’s son, had 
abraham as his father and through 
that covenant arrangement was an 
inheritor of the promises of god 
which included being part of the 
household of god. Ruth by marriage 
was now kin (through marriage she 
has abraham as her father, thus part 

Boaz and Ruth, a Pentecost Story
Another Look at the Two Loaves at Pentecost
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of the family), and not having had any 
offspring from her dead husband, gave 
her the rights to kinsman redemption 
under israelite law.  The story of Ruth 
goes on to speak about the duties of 
the kinsman. (Ruth 2:1, 3:9, 4:1-
12)  These duties were established 
to preserve inheritance in the land 
god promised to His people.  it was 
important to the nation to protect and 
maintain ownership of the land that 
was allotted to the twelve tribes.  a 
kinsman was a relative who in times 
of distress or unusual circumstances 
had the obligation to intervene 
and protect the family inheritance.  
This included the responsibility of 
avenging the offended member of 
the family, and stepping in to provide 
offspring if the husband died without 
children from that marriage. it also 
included the right to be able to buy 
back a family inheritance that had 
been lost so the children that may 
now be raised up would continue 
the family inheritance.  These things 
were protection measures in assuring 
that the inheritance promises of god 
would be fulfilled.  a kinsman then 
had a double role, he was avenger 
and redeemer. 
 

Our Kinsman Jesus

The symbolic meaning in this case 
with Boaz is hard to miss—Jesus is 
our kinsman avenger and redeemer. 
By virtue of the fact that we respond 
to the call we have god as our Father 
through receipt of the Holy Spirit.  
Like Ruth we have a kinsman, Jesus, 
who is our redeemer and avenger, “I 
will never leave you or forsake you” 
says He.  

it is the Father that has called for an 
elect as a Bride for Jesus, and that 
calling has marriage in its promise 
and the entire earth as an inheritance. 
Like the rich landowner Boaz who 
marries Ruth and  gains greater 
wealth through this redemption, 
Jesus the King and His wife, the 

church,  will one day rule the earth and 
bring into the Kingdom of god many 
children. 

The story goes on to describe the 
calling of Ruth as it would be for us, 
called out of a foreign land to come to 
a land with bread.  in nehemiah 9:15,  
god gave israel bread from heaven for 
their hunger and for us our calling too 
is filled with bread from heaven, for 
upon entering we find spiritual food 
that brings us enlightenment.
  

Marriage is Part of the Calling

This story is a story about espousal that 
ends up in marriage. it is important to 
bear this in mind for the first fruits 
at the present time are going through 
the process of espousal.  in John 3:29 
we read, “He that has the bride is the 
bridegroom.” John the Baptist knew 
that it was Jesus who was the groom 
for the bride, not himself. This also 
confirms the fact that there was an 
existing bride at that time, an Old 
Testament gathering as we will come 
to see.  (Much is said about Jesus and 
the bride in scripture).  Revelation 
21:9-11 “Come hither and I will show 
you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”  The 
bride eventually becomes the wife of 
Jesus, symbolically portrayed here as 
the new temple in Jerusalem that will 
rule the world. 

Bride Must Prove Worthy 

Ruth was obliged to make herself 
desirable before Boaz by diligently 
engaging in a work (Ruth 2:2).  During 
this time of espousal it is the same for 
us, and Boaz, like Jesus,  provides for 
his bride to be.  She is engaged in a 
work; that of proving her worth in 
thankful diligence for the provisions 
of her husband to be.  She gleans 
what has been purposely left for her.  
Boaz and his workers could produce 
many times the amount of grain that 
Ruth could with hear gleaning--but 
it was her faithfulness in little things 

that counted. Similarly, Jesus Christ 
today could preach the gospel with 
much more power than His Church, 
but he has given us the job and it is 
our faithfulness that is important.”

it is significantly important to see 
that the church as the reality of the 
symbol here is expected to work with 
that which god provides, and that it 
is not a free ride into the marriage. 
Ruth after responding to the call to 
come for bread (for us it was a desire 
to come and learn of what scripture 
has to say) immediately engages in 
the process of gleaning to satisfy her 
hunger. Ruth 2:1-3 shows us that she 
feeds upon fields of grain until she 
happens upon that which belongs to 
Boaz, who she learns is a kinsman.  
For us we study and search for the 
Bread of Life (god’s Word) until 
we are led to our kinsman, Jesus.  in 
Ruth 2: 2-19 we read of the process 
she becomes engaged in, a touching 
story that symbolically speaks to the 
way the elect of god are dealt with 
by an observant kinsman.  in these 
passages of scripture Ruth shows 
her delight and thankfulness for the 
special treatment and favor she is 
receiving from her kinsman, Boaz.  

Two Crops/Two Loaves

Two crops are gleaned from in this 
story, the barley, and the wheat.  This 
symbolic representation speaks to the 
two eras that the elect (bride to be) of 
the King of Kings is engaged in.  This 
gleaning of barley and wheat is grain 
for the making of bread.  it would be 
wrong of anyone to suggest that the 
elect of god were garnered only under 
a new covenant arrangement.  This 
may be ignoring the powerful work of 
god through the agent of His Holy
Spirit that was so evidently active 
in the old covenant.  it ignores such 
things as the required circumcision 
of the heart (ezekiel 44:7) and the
availability of the Spirit of god for
Continued on page 29
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   Norman Edwards

The first two parts of this series em-
phasized three aspects of the family 
relationship:

• god, the parent of mankind,
• god, the parent of believers in-

dividually, and
• adults, the parents of children.

The process of grand-parenting ties 
this all together. a grandparent is 
still personally responsible to god 
for his or her actions, but grandpar-
ents are also responsible to act as 
godly shepherds to their children and 
grandchildren. They often have the 
advantage of knowing their children 
and/or grandchildren since they were 
born—and of being a major force 
accepted in their lives. More impor-
tantly, grandparents should have the 
wisdom and life-experiences to be a 
blessing to their children and grand-
children—so that their wisdom and 
assistance is desired and sought out. 
Their goal should not simply be to 
get parents and grandchildren to do 
the right things, but to encourage 
their ability to work with each other 
and to look to god for each aspect of 
their lives. Parents who continue to 
talk to their adult children as if they 
were still little children will soon lose 
their relationship with them.

We know from the Bible and our 
experience that god does not micro-
manage our lives. god let the iniq-
uity of the amorites go on for four 
generations (genesis 15:16; number 
21:34-35). Some of the sins 4000 
years abel to zacharias were not 
fully judged until the generation at 
the time of Christ (Luke 11:51). god 
permitted the apostle Paul to perse-
cute the Church for some years (acts 
7:58-9:2) before Christ corrected him 
by striking him with blindness (acts 
9:3-9). We could list many other bib-
lical examples. even church congre-
gations have sins that last for some 
length of time (Revelation 2-3). 

god could show each one of us, each 
of our sins as we commit them. He 
could render an instant judgment. 
But He does not. He wants us to learn 
to rely on His Spirit, to think and act 

His way, for the long term (Matthew 
5:48; ephesians 4:13). and so this is 
how grandparents should work with 
their children and grandchildren. 
They should not strive to correct ev-
ery minor sin or suboptimal action. 
They should seek to maintain a re-
lationship, give advice when asked, 
and strengthen the parent-child rela-
tionship, and everyone’s relationship 
with god, as they are able. We can-
not force them into the perfect people 
we would like them to be, but we can 
be a source of godly guidance, us-
ing the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to 
know how to be most effective. This 
is godly grandparenting.

While this article is written to grand-
parents, it is of similar benefit to 
other mature believers. The methods 
within are useful in mentoring al-
most any other younger person who 
is willing to accept a little help. Just 
put your name in where the article 
says “grandparent”, and the name of 
younger people you can help where it 
says “parent” and “grandchild.”

What are Your Grandparenting 
Resources?

Someone might ask, “How can we 
really carry out this godly grand-
parenting? We do not have the infi-
nite wisdom, knowledge and power 
that god has. We don’t always know 
if people are telling the truth or ly-
ing; we don’t know what their real 
motives are. even if we do know, 
we are so limited compared to god 
as to what we can do about it.” 
They are absolutely right. We do not 
have all of this ability. But all god 
expects us to do is use the little bit 

of power He has given us (Mat-
thew 25:21; Luke 16:11-12; 19:12).
He will give us more when we reign 
with Christ (2 Timothy 2:12; Revela-
tion 20:6).

So it is very important that we first 
take stock of the resources we can 
use to help our children and grand-
children. They vary hugely from one 
family situation to another. if we 
could assign percentage points to 
each of the categories below, some 
grandparents would have nearly 
100% in every category and others 
would have virtually no points any-
where. Some grandparents have the 
resources to accomplish much, but 
either do not know how or are too 
self-centered to do it. Others try to 
accomplish things without sufficient 
resources and end up making matters 
worse. This writer knows of many 
grandparents who have almost no 
interaction with their grandchildren, 
and it would be quite possible to im-
prove their situation by applying a 
few principles in this article.

The following 10 resources are both 
spiritual and physical. The list was 
not intended to be exhaustive, but to 
provide a basis for each grandparent 
to think about what resources they 
have available and which ones they 
could increase for the future. also, 
when certain resources are known to 
be lacking one can think about how 
to use the ones that are present, rather 
than do what doesn’t work or feel 
sorry for oneself.

1. Relationship with grandchild’s 
parents. Some adults and their par-
ents can freely talk about anything. 
even though they are financially in-
dependent, they regularly come and 
go from each others homes without 
even asking permission, share tools 
and household items, do each other’s 
dishes or do other work that they see 
needs to be done, and rarely have 
any kind of arguments. at the op-
posite extreme are the parents who 
never talk to their children—may not 
even know where they live. Most are 
somewhere in between. Commonly, 
most grandparents can easily talk 
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about and do certain things with their 
adult children, but have other areas 
of life where there has been conflict 
and they often don’t dare to go. One 
important milestone grandparents 
should work to achieve: the trust of 
the parents to care for their children 
overnight. 

Some adult children are still depen-
dent upon their parents for basic fi-
nancial needs, auto maintenance, 
house cleaning or even childcare. 
There is nothing wrong with grand-
parents occasionally helping with 
these things, but some parents have 
never been able to take care of these 
things on their own. While commu-
nication may be good in these rela-
tionships and the grandparents feel 
needed, they are not healthy. When 
the grandparents become ill or pass 
away, their adult children are left 
to suddenly fend for themselves. 
grandparents must help the younger 
generation become independent.

Unfortunately, many grandchildren 
are not in the custody of both of their 
natural parents, but sometimes one 
parent or even other legal guardians. 
nevertheless, a child’s legal guard-
ians control access to the child, so it 
is important to have as good a rela-
tionship as possible with them. While 
some states legally enforce “grand-
parenting rights”, it is almost always 
better for parents to work with their 
grandchild’s legal guardians, rather 
than get court-ordered visiting rights. 

2. Relationship with grandchild. 
Some grandparents are closer to their 
grandchildren than the child’s par-
ents. Other grandparents do not know 
all of their grandchildren’s names. 
Some grandparents may mostly 
boast about how many grandchil-
dren they have and some of their ac-
complishments: “He pitches in little 
league”. Still other grandparents will 
see their grandchildren as someone 
who should love them—or whom 
they can order around. good grand-
parents want to get to know each of 
their grandchildren as a person: their 
strengths, their weaknesses, their 
likes and dislikes. They have the trust 
of their grandchildren and are able to 
do good things for them as well as 
correct them—and to maintain their 
relationship.

3. Extended family, community or 
religious tradition. These are forces 
that can help pull together grandpar-
ents and grandchildren—or in some 
cases drive them apart. When people 
have large extended families with 
dozens of relatives and friends in 
the same area or that meet together 
for holidays and family reunions, 
there is a great tendency to bring 
families together—they are expected 
to get along. Similarly, people who 
are members of the same church or 
who keep similar religious tradi-
tions will often meet in those places, 
even if they are scattered across the 
country. The worst case is a fam-
ily scattered across the county with 
few relatives, friends or religious 
traditions drawing them together.

4. Acceptance of anything from 
the grandparents. This resource is 
a moot point for those with good re-
lationships, but it is usually the vital 
starting point for those with troubled 
relationships. Children or grandchil-
dren who utterly refuse to talk, may 
still accept cards, gifts—especially 
money, services, invitations to family 
activities, etc. Those who need to re-
pair relationships need to itemize the 
good things that they can do that will 
be accepted—and use them to make a 
new and good relationship.

5. Economic resources. To many 
people, this is the “big one”. indeed, 
“money answers everything” (eccle-
siastes 10:19), but used wrongly, 
it can do more harm than good (1 
Timothy 6:10). if children or grand-
children become dependant upon the 
grandparent’s wealth, it discourages 
them from learning to take care of 
themselves and it can create an insin-
cere relationship—people tend to say 
and do whatever grandparents want 
in order to keep the money coming. 
even so, when grandparents rightly 
use their money to do good things for 
their grandchildren’s families, it can 
be a tremendous blessing to them. it 
can bring the grandparents close to 
the family and make them in constant 
demand.

6. Operational skills. Grandpar-
ents without economic resources, 
but with well-accepted skills can 
use this resource to bring themselves 
closer to their grandchildren. Wheth-
er it is cooking, cleaning, home-

maintenance, auto-maintenance, gar-
dening, child-care or something else, 
if they are able to do something their 
children need in the way that they 
want it done, it will bring them closer 
to their children. Unfortunately, some 
grandparents look on these skills as 
an opportunity to fix their children’s 
lives for them, and that is rarely ac-
cepted. grandparents who offer to 
help out around the house should not 
expect to reorganize their children’s 
furniture, tools, clothes or dishes.

7. Shared interests. Children and 
parents naturally grow up doing 
many of the same activities—some 
of which remain. So whether it be 
hunting, fishing, needlework, sports, 
movies or video games, families who 
might not otherwise be getting along 
well can still do certain activities to-
gether. grandparents can often keep 
these interests alive or revive them if 
they have languished.

8. Time to invest. Once a good rela-
tionship has been established, this 
is the most important factor. a par-
ent with a lot of time to spend with 
grandchildren can accomplish much 
more than a grandparent with a lot 
of money. They can listen to their 
grandchildren, play with them and 
do simple everyday things that busy, 
working parents, often can do only 
rarely. They can communicate love 
to them: their parents love them—
even though that love drags them off 
to jobs and other requirements of life, 
their grandparents love them, their 
Father in heaven loves them. Men 
and women with many grandchildren 
will have to divide up their time, but 
they can sometimes be with several 
at once. even if the grandchildren are 
far away, grandparents can still call, 
write, e-mail or make things to send 
to them. 

9. Ability to sidestep adverse rela-
tives. While the overall message of 
this article is about positive things 
that can be done, effectively dealing 
with negative situations is a part of 
life. Sometimes, grandparents can 
face “in-laws” or other relatives who 
are attempting to discredit them or 
prevent access to their grandchildren. 
Sometimes the reason is selfishness, 
the relative wants the grandchild 
to mostly “love them”. Other times 
there may be abusive or illegal activ-



24     Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   •  Spring 2014

ent must ask him or herself: is it my 
goal to establish a relationship with 
my grandchildren, or is it my goal to 
prove why it is not my fault that i do 
not have one?

Sure, some grandparents have been 
the victims of unreasonable disre-
spect, theft, vandalism or physical 
abuse. Most have been disobeyed by 
their descendants. Many have been 
the victims of undeserved anger. and 
most have never received apologies 
for any of these sins. But let each 
reader answer: Have you ever been 
angry at god? Was that because of 
god’s sin or yours? it was not god’s 
sin (1 John 3:5). and so if we get 
angry at our heavenly Father, who 
is perfect, how much more likely is 
it that our children will get angry at 
us, who are not perfect? Yet what is 
god’s attitude toward us?

But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for 
us (Romans 5:8).

“A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another; as 
I have loved you, that you also love 
one another. By this all will know 
that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 
13:34-35).

We need to have the same attitude to-
ward our children and grandchildren 
that Christ had with us. We need to be 
able to love them while they are still 
sinning against us. That is a tall order, 
but Christ promises to do that in us if 
we will let him:

I have been crucified with Christ; it 
is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me (galatians 
2:20).

a good way to begin rebuilding a 
relationship is to apologize for past 
wrongs. Some children will be very 
anxious to discuss what those wrongs 
were, others will not. if your children 
do not want to discuss your perceived 
wrongs, and you really don’t know 
what they are, ask another success-
ful parent who knows you to help 
you figure it out. They will probably 
know.

their children to work together and 
to keep god and His Word as the fo-
cus of their lives. Over time, they can 
find their most effective ways to do 
this. grandparents need to encourage 
good activities as well. They should 
seek to be considered a source of 
blessing, more than a source of criti-
cism or telling.

Below, we embark on an outline ex-
plaining what grandparents can do to 
help their children and grandchildren. 
The outline is in the approximate or-
der necessary for success. as each 
family situation is different, some 
grandparents will have already ac-
complished some of the first steps. 
Once those are in order, then progress 
to the next.

Establish Relationships

For grandparents who have com-
pletely lost contact with their grand-
children, the first step is finding out 
where they are. Today, that is not dif-
ficult. There are numerous genealogy 
and people-search websites that can 
easily locate most people. Some are 
free; most of the rest will cost less 
than $50. Libraries and computer-
geeks can probably help you if neces-
sary. This is the relatively easy part.

The hard part of dealing with broken 
relationships is recovery from what 
broke them in the first place. Often, 
each side does not believe they did 
anything wrong—or they feel that 
what they did wrong was no where 
near as bad as what the other side 
did wrong. This writer has a number 
of friends who have almost no rela-
tionship with their children or grand-
children—and virtually all of them 
can tell me exactly why it is their 
children’s fault. But each grandpar-

ity going on—and a desire to keep 
away anyone who might expose it. 
grandparents need to pray for god 
to make a way to get past these bar-
riers to relationships—and look for 
opportunities to diffuse the trouble. 
if there is a good reason for keeping 
grandparents away, shame on them; 
they need to repent!

10. Acceptance of advice and occa-
sional insistence. While this article 
series has stressed the need for par-
ents to talk to older children and cer-
tainly adult children as equals, there 
are rare occasions where important 
issues arise and a grandparent’s insis-
tence is in order. By rare, we mean at 
most a few times per year—not a few 
times per day. By important we mean 
such things as legal decisions, mov-
ing the family, marriage decisions, 
etc.—not where the family will go out 
for dinner. grandparents with poor 
relationships should not think about 
insisting that children or grandchil-
dren do things their way—frequent 
insistence is often the reason for poor 
relationships. But when grandparents 
have good relationships and their 
children and grandchildren will listen 
to their advice and trust their insis-
tence, even when they would want to 
do something different, it can be used 
as a powerful force for good.

We must always remember that god 
does not expect us to do more than 
we can do with the resources we 
have. So if we have few resources, 
He does not expect as much. On the 
other hand, if we have a lot of re-
sources, He expects us to use them 
wisely (Luke 12:48). it is possible to 
use them wrongly and lose them.

Putting Your Resources to Work

Once we know what our resources 
are, how do we put them to work? 
We can learn much from the way 
god leads His people. He teaches us 
to want Him, to want to do what is 
right, and to choose good and reject 
evil. He wants us to learn to choose 
good in the long term—He rarely 
corrects us for each little thing. god 
also sometimes blesses us with good 
things, whether we are doing good or 
evil (Matthew 5:45).

godly grandparents need to use their 
resources to encourage parents and 
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Do Good Things

Whether a relationship has barely 
begun or is fully developed, grand-
parents need to do good things for 
their children. What they can do de-
pends greatly on the resources that 
are available and what the children 
and grandchildren like. almost no-
body turns down a package of home-
baked goodies, a free lawn-mowing 
or a gift-card to a store where they 
already shop. When relationships are 
shaky, concentrate on good things 
like these that you are sure they will 
like.

Think about whether or not gifts will 
be interpreted as controlling. For ex-
ample, if a father keeps telling his 
son he needs to have a certain kind 
of tool, item of clothing, etc., and the 
son says that he does not want one, 
giving him that item as a gift may 
not be well received. Similarly, when 
grandparents give their children fur-
niture or decorations they like, but 
not what they know their children 
like, they can be seen as control-
ling. This writer knew one grandpar-
ent who told his married child that 
he was not going to give them any 
more gifts because they had not put 
up the wall hangings he had already 
given them. What a foolish reason to 
destroy a relationship! an adult mar-
ried couple should have the freedom 
to put up what they want in their own 
home, and grandparents should have 
the wisdom to get something that 
their children would like, not some-
thing they would like.

When grandparents have a good rap-
port with their younger generations, 
they can begin to use their wisdom, 
time, money and other resources to 
do good things that the parents and 
grandchildren might otherwise not 
do. grandparents should try to help 
them do real, practical, beneficial 
things, rather than simply entertain-

Some children or grandchildren do 
not want to discuss anything major 
in regard to resolution of past differ-
ences. They would expect their par-
ents to take the same approach that 
they have always had in the past; they 
do not want to simply relive old argu-
ments. When this is the case, grand-
parents are best to make their apolo-
gies very brief, if at all, and figure out 
what kind of good things they can do 
that will be accepted—resources 4 
through 8, above. Young people can 
change very quickly when grandpar-
ents switch from advising, demand-
ing, faultfinding and so forth to doing 
helpful, appreciated things. 

This article is not recommending 
that grandparents aid in destructive 
behavior. For example, if children or 
grandchildren want the grandparents 
to obtain alcohol or drugs which will 
be abused, whether it is legal or not, 
grandparents should simply respond 
that they do not want to do anything 
that they do not think is good for 
them. They do not have to get into 
an argument that would destroy the 
relationship. as another example, 
suppose that parent(s) want to go to 
an immoral party and have the grand-
parents baby-sit for them. Should the 
grandparents cooperate with such a 
sin? if the parent(s) are likely to go to 
the party no matter what, the grand-
parents are probably a better babysit-
ter than no babysitter or a bad baby 
sitter. also, staying involved helps 
the grandparents have first-hand 
knowledge so they can work toward 
a solution. 

as the relationship improves, grand-
parents should occasionally, peace-
fully, try again to talk about past 
problems and mend them where 
possible. Whether children perceive 
themselves as Christians or not, the 
Scriptures can be worked into con-
versations at times when the young 
people have an interest in them. 

Will relationships with children and 
grandchildren ever seem fair? Will it 
ever seem like they treat the grand-
parents as well as their grandparents 
treat them? Probably not. But that 
does not stop the relationships from 
being wonderful! a conviction to 
forgive the errors and do good things 
can create a very pleasing relation-
ship.
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ment, food or basic needs that they 
can provide for themselves. For ex-
ample, supposing a grandchild wants 
to learn to sing, play an instrument, 
start a hobby or play a sport. The par-
ents might not feel they have the time 
or money to do that. But the grand-
parent, with their blessing, might be 
able to make it happen. it is good to 
start slow and let the child develop 
responsibility first.

For example, the grandparent might 
buy a playable (not the cheapest) in-
strument and pay for standard music 
lessons. if the child practices and 
does well, then it is time for a pro-
fessional instrument and lessons. 
Similarly, they may start with a dis-
count store soccer ball, shoes and an 
inexpensive backyard goal; but when 
the child excels, then find good sport-
ing equipment and semi-professional 
coaching. a budding photographer 
might receive a workable first still or 
video camera, then move on to semi-
pro equipment and computer soft-
ware. a child who takes good care 
of a dog might be “promoted” to a 
horse. The wise grandparent will also 
make an effort to help their grand-
children enter their work in various 
competitions, where it will receive 
evaluations and where they will meet 
others who excel at their interests. 
Such godly grandparenting can help 
a child get out of the typical malaise 
of “i wonder what i should do with 
myself” into a purposeful, personally 
fulfilling life, which can often earn 
money and be a blessing to others as 
well.

Parents should only give their chil-
dren and grandchildren significant 
amounts of money when they really 
know their situation and know that 
it is being well spent. giving money, 
which can be spent for anything, is 
not wielding much influence, but sim-
ply enabling the younger people to do 
more of what they are already doing. 
So giving money is a vote of confi-
dence in what the children and grand-
children will do with it. in good situ-
ations, such a vote is well deserved.
grandparents need to live a righteous 
life as an example to their children 
and grandchildren. That is more im-
portant than what they teach with 
words. nevertheless, they need to 
teach as well. The Bible instructs par-
ents and grandparents to teach during 
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that is good. But it is also quite 
possible to lose one’s relationship 
with them and have to go back to 
square one. it is better to be slow 
with true teaching and to have your 
children and grandchildren seek it 
out, than to inundate them with it 
and have it rejected. This is how 
god works with people in general 
(Proverbs 9:7-8; John 9:41; acts 
28:26-27), but He is always there 
for those who truly seek Him: 

“And you will seek Me and find 
Me, when you search for Me with 
all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

Fortunately, most parents want their 
grandparents to teach children about 
the Bible. numerous exciting chil-
dren’s Bibles and videos are avail-
able for minimal cost—even from 
thrift stores. Sure, there are errors in 
some of them, but always going back 
to a good Bible translation to know 
the real story is a great habit to in-
still in children, as they will witness 
many Bible-based messages through-
out their lives and they need to learn 
the habit of reading and thinking, not 
simply accepting every presentation 
as valid.

Upholding the Parents

it is natural for caring grandparents 
to want to see their grandchildren 
raised even better than their own 
children. They frequently have all 
sorts of ideas regarding what they 
did wrong and what their children 
need to do right. But that is not what 
grandparenting is about. it is not a 
second chance to raise your own 
children. it is a chance to help your 
children raise their own children.
in nearly every case, that means 

the normal course of their everyday 
life: 

"And what great nation is there 
that has such statutes and righ-
teous judgments as are in all this 
law which I set before you this day? 
Only take heed to yourself, and dili-
gently keep yourself, lest you forget 
the things your eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from your heart 
all the days of your life. And teach 
them to your children and your 
grandchildren,… And these words 
which I command you today shall 
be in your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, when you walk by 
the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 
4:8-9; 6:6-7).

grandparents can teach about god, 
the Bible, prayer and basic moral-
ity at whatever level their children 
and grandchildren accept. if god or 
the Bible is not welcome in a fam-
ily, nearly everyone still accepts the 
teaching of loving your neighbor 
as yourself (Leviticus 19:18). also, 
most people, even atheists, accept 
most of the Ten Commandments—
and one can teach them without call-
ing them the Ten Commandments. To 
the person with little religious belief, 
it is good to ask big questions of life, 
such as “Should people have private 
property, or should everybody own 
everything? Should parents take care 
of their children or should the state? 
Should parents be faithful to each 
other, or can they have sex with any-
one they want? if your species has 
been enhanced through the years by 
the process of “survival of the fit-
test”, how can it be wrong for strong 
people to kill off the weak? You will 
want to listen to what they say, how-
ever variable or wrong it might be. 
But many professed atheists or ag-
nostics begin seeking god when they 
realize that they do not have answers 
to these all-important questions. 
godly grandparents should be ready 
with biblical answers.

Some grandparents may say: “i 
am not going to tip-toe around the 
plain truth of the Scripture. i am 
going to teach the truth to my chil-
dren and grandchildren.” if it can 
be done in a way they will accept, 

grandparents need to uphold their 
grandchildren’s parents—even when 
they are doing things differently than 
the grandparents would do. god’s 
word is rather clear:

Honor your father and your moth-
er, that your days may be long upon 
the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you (exodus 20:12). 

This blessing is conferred upon 
children who obey their “father and 
mother”. The Hebrew used here is a 
very specific form, et-av and et-em, 
meaning one’s own father and moth-
er. (Other forms of the Hebrew can 
refer to parents of multiple genera-
tions back.) god originally created 
adam and eve, but then His means 
of populating the earth was continued 
by married couples via bearing chil-
dren and raising them. He has com-
manded young people to leave their 
parents’ families (gen 2:24), and set 
each father as the head of his own 
family, under Christ (1 Corinthians 
11:3). This is the process that He has 
blessed with long life.

grandparents can teach their children 
to obey their parents even though 
they may not agree with what the 
parents are doing in every case. if 
there is an issue worthy of discus-
sion, the grandparent should discuss 
it with the parents alone, and let them 
bring the new concept to the child. 
Suppose, for example, a mother is 
asking her child to eat some food 
that the child does not want to eat. 
Suppose the grandparent does not 
think the food is good for the child—
maybe something that they would 
not eat themselves. The grandparent 
can still say, “Your mother wants you 
to eat this and you should do what 
your mother asks. Your mother ate 
the food that we fixed for her when 
she was little, and look at her now—
she grew up to be a fine adult! When 
you get bigger and have your own 
family, you will decide what food 
you and your children will eat.” all 
of this reinforces parental authority 
without specifically endorsing food 
that the grandparent does not like.
The concept of the generational roles 
in families is an excellent thing for 
grandparents to teach. Often, children 
are fixated on an idea something like: 
“i am the child and they are the par-
ents. i always have to do what they 

Children of God Part 10 —Godly Grandparenting
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cant mistakes when they raised 
you as a child?
2. Did you still turn out basically 
all right?

3. Did their expectations that you 
do things their way as an adult 
damage your relationship?

Most people will answer “yes” to all 
of these questions. in other words, we 
somehow overcome the mistakes our 
parents made when we were children, 
but we do end up with resentment 
from still being treated like children 
after we are adults.

Parents should not set their heart on 
goals for their children and grandchil-
dren in matters that are up to them. 
Suppose that we always thought that 
one of them would be a great writer, 
musician, teacher or whatever. We 
may have good evidence that we are 
right. But a lifetime of either overtly 
commanding or quietly hinting for 
them to do it can often end in frustra-
tion.

after heeding the above warnings, 
grandparents should realize that par-
ents will sometimes seek out their 
advice, or at least be open to hearing 
it when it is presented in a loving, 
respectful manner. These are times 
when growth can occur, and the 
grandparents should have something 
good to say. if they have been quietly 
grumbling to themselves for years, 
delivering their advice in a peaceful 
way will not come easy (Matthew 
10:34). For example, suppose that a 
conversation between grandparents 
is typically in an upset voice and goes 
like this:
 
“i can’t believe our son’s garage. it is 
such a mess! Stuff stinks in there! it 
is a wonder nobody has ever tripped 
and injured themselves. We never 
taught him to leave a mess like that! i 
am embarrassed when our grandchil-
dren see it! He should be ashamed of 
himself!!”

But suppose the grandparents made 
an effort to be constructive in their 
talk about their son’s problem. imag-
ine this conversation in calm tones.

“Our son still has way too many 
things in his garage. He should get 
rid of half of it, but 30 to 40% is 

probably all he will be willing to part 
with. if he will let us take that much 
of it to the scrap yard and the dump, 
we can use the money to buy shelves 
so he can organize what he keeps.”

if grandfather and son are someday 
looking for something lost in the 
garage, and the son admits that he 
needs to do something to improve 
the garage, what frame of mind do 
the grandparents need to be in to 
help their son? an attack may cause 
him not to confide in them again. a 
thought out plan for help will encour-
age everyone.
 
grandparents who allow them-
selves to continually be upset by 
their children’s perceived mistakes 
will have a difficult time helping 
them. grandparents who focus on 
solutions that will be acceptable to 
their children will make progress.
even when grandparents’ advice is 
accepted in some areas of life, there 
are other areas where it may not be 
accepted. grandparents should stay 
out of those areas until the young 
ones are ready—but they should be 
ready with a constructive answer—
not just a complaint.

grandparents with good relation-
ships and other significant resources 
(see second section of article) have 
some serious “trump cards” that they 
can play—but should do so only for 
very serious situations. grandparents 
can withhold the “good things” they 
were doing; they can remove family 
members from wills and even break 
off all contact with them. But such 
things should be done only for very 
serious reasons—not the messy ga-
rage. indeed, god sometimes aban-
dons people to their own evil when 
they abandon Him (Rom 1:20-32). 
When children are involved in illegal 
activities or obvious, ongoing immo-
rality, it may be time to take drastic 
action.
 
Most grandparents never have to 
make such serious threats, let alone 
carry them out. But some do—and 
they should not be shy in doing so. 
nobody should enable massively il-
legal or immoral behavior. Rather 
than complete withdrawal, there 
is one other course of action that is 
sometimes best for grandparents.

Children of God Part 10 —Godly Grandparenting

say. They make me do things i don’t 
want to do and don’t let me have the 
fun that i want to have.” Some go on 
to think: “i can’t wait until i get older 
so i can escape this.” The grandpar-
ent, the parent of the child’s parents, 
is the ideal one to remind the grand-
child that everyone was once a child, 
and that everyone should hope to be-
come a parent at some time. Children 
must be constantly reminded that 
they will one day need to learn to get 
along with their spouse in peace, and 
they will have their own children to 
teach to obey them.

What should grandparents do when 
grandchildren ask why the grandpar-
ents do some things differently than 
their parents? What if this is one of 
those areas of difficult differences? is 
this the grandparents’ grand oppor-
tunity to get the grandchildren to see 
things their way? Or is it an oppor-
tunity to show how multiple people 
you know and love may not always 
agree on everything? it is a time to 
ask the parent to become involved, 
so an explanation can be given, and 
maybe everyone will learn. Or, if the 
parents are not available, the grand-
parent can explain the reasoning be-
hind both parents’ and grandparents’ 
methods. Ultimately, one can tell the 
grandchildren that when they are old 
enough, they will make their own 
decisions. But while they are living 
with their parents, they need to listen 
to them.

Advice and Correction When 
Asked

This section needs to start with a 
warning. it is so easy for grandparents 
to think that there are many things 
that they need to “set right” in their 
children’s lives—especially when it 
comes to child rearing. grandparents 
first need to avoid damaging their 
relationships, and then be concerned 
about correction. if we could ask god 
to rule on every one of our points of 
disagreement (the Scripture shows 
god rarely does this), the grandpar-
ents are probably right some of the 
time and wrong other times, but the 
majority of the items are simply not 
worth disagreeing about. Here are 
some questions for grandparents that 
will help put things in perspective:

1. Did your parents make signifi-
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Child Protective Services system 
as they were before they entered it. 
Bribery scandals have been discov-
ered where child foster homes were 
paying courts or government workers 
to take away children to keep their 
facilities full.

even so, if a child is sexually abused, 
often injured or routinely neglected 
by parents, taking some kind of legal 
action may be the only way to make 
things better. grandparents are often 
some of the best people to step up to 
the plate and file a complaint. Courts 
frequently award custody to grand-
parents. The person who reports real 
problems to the state is often viewed 
in a positive light. Whereas, if abuse 
is going on and other relatives—in-
cluding grandparents—know about it 
but are not doing anything, they are 
less likely to be considered for cus-
tody.

First, however, grandparents should 
plan out what they are going to do—
they should not act rashly. it would 
be best to counsel with a friend who 
knows the CPS and family court sys-
tem that will have jurisdiction. if there 
is no such friend, a local minister, a 
private counselor who specializes in 
children, an honest family lawyer or 
someone else in the youth services 
field may be able to give good advice 
about whether government services 
are likely to be helpful or harmful to 
a child. even so, one must be care-
ful what one says in the presence of 
such people, as most individuals in 
these areas are legally responsible to 
report any child abuse that they learn 
about. it is better to ask in generali-
ties, such as “if a child is found to be 
frequently left at home by himself 
all night, what will CPS likely do?” 
Other direct questions like this are 
valuable: “When this court removes 
a child from the home, what percent-
age of the children are sent to other 
relatives versus foster homes?”

This writer recommends a healthy 
amount of prayer to find the best way 
to help the children.

Conclusion

Becoming a parent and grandparent is 
one of the most long lasting, awe in-
spiring physical things that a man or 
woman can do. and those of us who 
cannot do that, or who have already 

What about genuinely 
unfit parents?

When grandparents have reasonable 
cause to suspect that their grandchil-
dren are being severely mistreated 
or endangered by their parents, get-
ting court-ordered custody may be 
the right move. We are not talking 
about an occasional angry discipline: 
spanking, yelling, or sending a child 
to bed without dinner. if a relation-
ship is generally characterized by 
love, children will largely recover 
from these things. We are not talk-
ing about parents who simply could 
do a lot of things better. Some par-
ents waste much time and money on 
entertainment when it could be much 
better spent helping the child—but 
the way to reach that parent is not by 
threats of legal action, but by a good 
example. 

Reporting parents to Child Protective 
Services or a family court is often a 
one-chance event. grandparents need 
to be utterly sure about what they are 
doing. if the government investiga-
tors determine that the grandchildren 
need new guardians, then the grand-
parents may be able to become those 
guardians, or have something to say 
about who the guardians will be. 
But if the grandchildren are left with 
their original guardians, the grand-
parents may no longer be welcome 
to visit their grandchildren. This 
writer knows of grandparents who 
have not seen their grandchildren in 
many years, all because they got in 
an argument with their children, re-
ported them to the government for 
flimsy reasons, and when the gov-
ernment agencies found no parenting 
problems, left the children with their 
parents—who justifiably do not want 
themselves or their children to go 
through that experience again!

To further complicate the situation, 
not all government agencies or courts 
are just. One cannot automatically as-
sume that if a child’s home environ-
ment is somewhat bad, that involving 
government agencies will suddenly 
make it better. all one need do is in-
ternet searches for “corrupt judge”, 
“convicted judge”, “abuse by CPS” 
and one can find thousands of cases 
where people were not given justice 
in our court system. This writer has 
read articles claiming that a child 
is as likely to be abused within the 

done that, can still be a blessing to 
others, using our gifts from our heav-
enly Father to enable the physical 
and spiritual growth of others. That is 
what god is doing on this earth; that 
is what we should be doing.

and the Lord said, “Who then 
is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his master will make ruler 
over his household, to give them 
their portion of food in due sea-
son? Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when 
he comes. Truly, I say to you that he 
will make him ruler over all that he 
has” (Luke 12:42-44).

This concludes our series on the Chil-
dren of god. For the benefit of those 
who might like to read some of the 
previous parts, the article parts, their 
issue date and the subtitle are listed 
below.

 1. 2011 Fall, The Vital Mission

 2. 2012 Winter, The Moving Target

 3. 2012 Spring, Babes in Arms,          
     Babes in Christ

 4. 2012 Summer, The Most Impor-
tant Primary Years

 5. 2012 Fall, The Age of Awareness

 6. 2013 Winter, Empowering Teen-
agers

 7. 2013 Spring, Taming Teenage 
Troubles

 8. 2013 Summer, Adult Children – 
Caring without Controlling

 9. 2014 Winter, Relationships and 
Marriage

 10.2014 Spring, Godly Grandpar-
enting

This writer is looking forward to 
someday getting to know all of the 
Children of god. There may be a lot 
of them, and it may take quite a while, 
but that is what eternity is about.

But as it is written: “Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, Nor have en-
tered into the heart of man The 
things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him” (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:9). 

Children of God Part 10 —Godly Grandparenting
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the Harvest of ingathering. This is 
the harvest Jesus said the disciples 
were wrongly focused upon when 
they were at Jacob’s well.       

The story of Boaz and Ruth was 
set in place to provide information 
on god’s purpose and to explain 
how He was working.  Without this 
information and an understanding 
of the festivals of god, some have 
concluded that the Old Testament 
was an exercise in futility for god 
so He simply wrote it off and all 
was made right in a new program. 
The information we garner from the 
story gives us insight into the work 
of the church and an understanding 
of the makeup of the two loaves that 
were waved at the harvest of first 
fruits.  it arms us with tools to garner 
understanding from other passages of 
scripture both new and old as we will 
go on to see as we examine another 
Old Testament Pentecost story and a 
new Testament Pentecost story.  This 
story of Ruth was a real story; it had 
real characters, and was recorded 
for posterity.  We can easily see 
that it has much to tell us by way of 
symbolism; even the least informed 
of the Christian world recognizes that 
Boaz is a type of Christ in this story.   
it should set us on alert to recognize 
that there are other real stories that 
have been recorded as such in the 
Old and new Testaments and are 
under the same godly inspiration 
for our learning.  This story of Boaz 
and Ruth, as we will see, will give us 
tools to interpret the symbolism of 
some of these other stories.   

For related reading refer to Significant 
Symbolism Barley and Wheat, SVM 
Spring 2013. 

There is no banana bread, nut loaves 
or fruit cakes in god’s plan.  The 
church (firstfruits) out of necessity 
needed to be a loaf, bound together as 
they were called out from the whole 
to be a special people of god. in the 
millennial rule of Christ and His 
bride (the Church) those called will 
be children of the Kingdom. 

Two Churches

There was a church of god (elect 
bride) under the old covenant as 
surely as there is one under the new.  
Confirmation of this lies in Revelation 
12: 1-6 where we see very clearly a 
pre-natal woman (church) and a post-
natal woman (church).   Symbolically 
one was pregnant and ready to give 
birth, the other a matured woman 
with experience.  While this passage 
speaks to prophetic activities of the 
church and not to an elect bride in 
waiting, it none-the-less reveals the 
fact that there was a church prior to 
Jesus’ human birth and it continued 
afterwards.  it also shows there was 
a difference in purpose before and 
afterwards, for the new Testament 
church was built upon the foundation 
of the Old Testament church (Law 
and the Prophets). necessarily two 
different works of god were engaged 
in under each of the covenants. The 
old covenant church was engaged in 
preparation for the birth of a Messiah. 

The new Testament church, while 
beset with different problems such 
as false brethren and tares finds itself 
being tried and tested in dealing with 
children, and engages in a work that 
proclaims the arrival of the King 
and His marriage to the church.  in 
the end the Church marries the King 
of Kings and engages in providing 
bread from Jerusalem for those 
called in a new era where all the 
rest of mankind will receive an 
invitation and opportunity to enter 
the Kingdom.  This era is addressed, 
as we will learn, in the celebration of 

Continued from page 21

specifically called individuals under 
the old covenant.   it is significant 
that there were these two main food 
grains harvested between Passover 
and Pentecost, and as different as they 
are in makeup so were the two eras of 
the church that they represented.  The 
elect that were called under the old 
covenant are revealed to be different 
as compared to those called under the 
new covenant. (not many wise men 
now are called.)

The gleaning of these grains are 
turned into bread by the woman. 
Symbolically this speaks to the 
nourishment and makeup of the elect 
of god.  Together they represent a 
loaf, bound together with the cohesive 
agents of gluten.  The new Testament 
gives explanation to the Old in terms 
of symbolic interpretations, and it is 
in the Book of Corinthians that we 
see this symbolism of the loaf/bread 
being expounded.
 
it is in the instruction about the harvest 
of first fruits that we learn there are 
two loaves. (Leviticus 23:17). They 
are made from the grain taken from 
the households, no doubt mixed in 
terms of barley and wheat for that was 
the new grain they had; baked with 
leaven to show that sin was present, 
and the fire of baking drove out this 
yeast. This process speaks to those 
trials every elect person (old and new 
covenant) experiences.  Trials purify 
the individual by exposing sin even 
as the apostle James notes. each of 
the loaves is one lump made from the 
provision of the King of Kings (Boaz/
Jesus).  The symbolism speaks to two 
similar groups, or bodies of peoples. 
no grain was garnered and no 
loaf was made in the harvest of 
ingathering.  The making of a loaf is 
specific to the first fruits celebration, 
god does not mix together the 
different kinds of produce gathered 
under the latter harvest into a loaf.  

Boaz and Ruth, a Pentecost Story
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Edward Malone

 

Two hundred years ago, the western Louisiana region 
was called a “bastard state” that owed no homage to any 
government.  Situated between the Sabine and Calcasieu 
Rivers and once serving as the eastern terminus of 19th 
century Spanish Texas and the western frontier of the 
Louisiana Purchase, this region, variously called the neutral 
Strip, no-Man’s Land, or the Sabine Free State, was ruled 
entirely by the law of might.  it was an outlaw’s utopia into 
which fugitives from justice, thieves, robbers, runaway 
slaves and desperadoes all poured.  

 

god has recently blessed the sisters and brothers of the 
anacoco church with a modest but comfortable building of 
their own.  When the management of a local building abruptly 
raised its rent on the congregation, church members Helen 
Ross Smith donated a house she owned for the church’s use.  
The house’s largest room was converted into the church’s 
assembly room, which seats about 25 persons. a room in the 
back of the house is used as a children’s room.  The kitchen 
remains fully functional, enabling the congregation to have 
a fellowship meal at the conclusion of each church service.  
a bedroom was converted into a quiet room for study, 
meditation, and prayer.  and in a sensible move, the house’s 
main bedroom remains available for out-of-town speakers or 
guests who need a place to sleep.

A Church of God in ”No-Man’s Land”
Presence of the Church of God Anacoco fills

Western Louisiana/Deep East Texas regional void

This formerly unchartered region is now a site for the 
gathering of god’s people for worship, Bible study, prayer, 
fellowship, hospitality, teaching of children, and preaching of 
the gospel.  The Church of god anacoco, located in the 3.1 
square mile western Louisiana village of anacoco inhabited 
by only 866 souls, is open for business and welcomes all 
newcomers.  Located in the institutionally barren Sabine 
River region considerably south of the cluster of Church 
of god congregations in the Big Sandy/Longview/Tyler 
region of Texas, considerably northwest of new Orleans, 
and considerably northeast of Houston, the Church of god 
anacoco is literally a Church of god in no-Man’s Land.
 
although this small congregation is not listed in many Church 
of god or sabbath-keeping directories, it has existed for almost 
two decades and has welcomed the likes of Charles groce, 
Dave Havir, ian Hufton, and Wynn Skelton as speakers.  
 



 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   • Spring 2014    31

A Church of God in “No-Man’s Land”

Your writer had the opportunity to visit the Church of god anacoco on this past 1st day of Unleavened Bread.  after an opening 
prayer, a lively series of hymns, and announcements, Chester Stewart, a long-time member of the Church of god, gave the 
sermon.  after outlining some of the fundamental elements of the Days of Unleavened Bread, Mr. Stewart contended that if 
one does not understand and appreciate the significance and importance of the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread, then 
he or she will probably fail to grasp the other feasts of god.  after services ended, the sisters and brothers in Christ enjoyed a 
delicious “potluck” supper and engaged in friendly conversations about matters such as scriptures, one another’s well-being, 
and even plans for the upcoming Feast of Tabernacles. 

The presence of the Church of god anacoco fills an important void for members of god’s church scattered in the Western 
Louisiana/Deep east Texas region and looking for a place to meet with other saints on the Sabbath and other holy days.   
Persons residing in this region would have to travel hundreds of miles each Sabbath to meet with Church of god brethren 
in the nearest moderate to large cities.  For example, a person living in San augustine, Texas would have to drive 90 miles 
one-way to attend Sabbath services in Shreveport, Louisiana; 106 miles one-way to attend Sabbath services in Big Sandy; 
160 miles one-way to Houston; or 323 miles one-way to new Orleans.

The remote location of the anacoco church may have insulated its members from the jaundice and chauvinism that some in 
other churches of god have contracted from recent splits and schisms.  anacoco members insist that anyone is welcome to 
join them.

“There have been a lot of conflicts in the churches over the years, but god will work that out,” said congregant Mary Patton.  
“We are a loving, sharing group, and we show love to all.  We encourage anyone to come.”

Comfortably situated in the piney woods of west central Louisiana, the anacoco area offers recreational opportunities for 
hunters, sportsmen, fishermen, boaters, campers, hikers, and other lovers of the outdoors.  History aficionados might enjoy 
the Museum of West Louisiana located in the neighboring city of Leesville.

Members of god’s church interested in fellowshipping with other saints or even novices interested in learning about god’s 
way are welcome to visit the Church of god anacoco.  all first-time visitors are greeted with a special welcoming hymn sung 
by Helen Ross Smith.   

The Church meets just inside anacoco’s eastern boundary at 4472 Port arthur Road, anacoco, La, 71403.  Sabbath services 
take place each Saturday at 11:00 a.M.  For more information about the Church of god anacoco, contact Wilson Stillwell 
at (409) 565-1357.
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