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Greetings!

This year on August 21st, the continental United States 
witnessed a rare event of a perfect solar eclipse that 
traversed across the country.  Spectators flocked to 
regions of the country where the path of totality was to 
occur.  Scientists aimed their cameras and equipment to 
the skies. Television news networks shifted their attention 
to the event.   It was a nice break from a generally negative 
news cycle and brought a sense of unification to a divided 
society, if even for a brief moment.

A perfect solar eclipse is so much more than just a physical 
phenomenon for us to simply gaze at – It is a porthole into 
peering the physics and chemistry of the universe.  This 
would not be possible if not for relative sizes and distances 
of the moon, the sun with earth being just so for a near 
perfect solar eclipse to occur.  This is not a coincidence.

A solar eclipse allows us to observe the sun to learn and 
measure the constituents of its atmosphere.   By viewing 
the sun’s atmosphere during an eclipse and filtering 
through a prism, a rainbow of colors can be seen called 
the flash spectrum.  In the 19th century this lead to the 
discovery of Helium and an understanding of how stars 
work, and the only way to figure these out is with the 
perfect set of circumstances that occur with a solar eclipse.   
From learning the spectrum produced by our own sun we 
are able to determine how the spectral energy of distant 
stars is produced. These observations opened up the field 
of stellar astrophysics. 

In the spring of 1919, during a total eclipse, astronomer 
Arthur Eddington verified light followed the curvature of 
space-time around the sun solidifying Einstein’s theory of 
relativity, known then and now to fundamentally change 
the way we understand the universe.  See the back of the 
magazine for more on the background of our cover photo.

Even now scientists will be studying the data collected 
from the 2017 eclipse for years.  The eclipse of the sun is 
not an omen, it is a gift from God to mankind.

In this issue, we have an article from our friends in New 
Zealand who host the website www.childrenofthepromises.
org.  The article Ezekiel’s Message may be a forerunner of 
other future articles in SVM that deal with a subject that 
has concerned me for some time now. That concern is that 
some Sabbath keeping organizations are taking certain 
messages of Old Testament prophecy and applying them 
to modern nations and the role and identify of the Church 
in modern times.  Ezekiel was appointed as a watchman 
(3:17), and a large corporate group has posted that: “the 
role of the watchman is vital to a full understanding of 
the work of God in the end time.”  Is this true?  We try to 
answer that question this issue.  

Monumental Mistake, an article by Darren Connery, 
takes us from the time of Babel to our modern church 
towers where many in the church have made the mistake 
of disobeying God by endeavoring to make a name for 
themselves instead of glorifying God and adhering to 
His will.  When our own wisdom, a powerful motivator, 
overrides the wisdom of God, we are bound to stumble 
and receive God’s judgment and correction.  We do not 
want to repeat the mistakes of the past, and we can avoid 
making those mistakes if we learn our lessons properly.

Lastly, in this issue we have two articles that look at the 
recent events of hurricanes Harvey and Irma from two 
different perspectives.  We hope they both will be helpful 
to the readership seeing these events from a Christian 
viewpoint.  We welcome reader comments.

In Christ’s Service
Jim Patterson   

The 2017 Solar Eclipse:  Omen or Gift?

Panorama by Jon Aros
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A Note From the Editor
Prophecy in the Old Testament must not be maligned and misinterpreted to suit denominational ideas regarding the future 
of modern nations and of the church as a whole, where in fact the prophecy had already been fulfilled.  Unless compelled 
to otherwise by the context in which a prophecy was given, we are not at liberty to interpret it with dual fulfillments, create 
suitable scenarios in how they apply to our modern day, nor use it to fulfill any other purpose we might have as a church 
in our media programs.

One particular passage of scripture among others in the writings of the Old Testament prophets that has been abused by 
certain segments of the Church of God is the idea that the church has been given the role of a “Watchman,” as the prophet 
Ezekiel was designated in Ezekiel Chapter 3. Corporate churches that have spun off from the Worldwide Church of God 
in particular continue to perpetuate this idea that the church is a Watchman without regard to its historical and scriptural 
context, and without regard to the covenant Jesus Christ has made with believers, and I mean all believers, whether they 
be a leader or fresh out of a baptismal pool.  

The last time I checked my covenant agreement with Christ, I fail to see where if I neglect to warn the wicked from his                      
                                       wicked way, that his blood will be required at my hands, as Ezekiel had been told.             
                                                              The prophets of the Old Testament had a unique covenant with the Lord few ever have                                                                    
                                                    been given, and none, if they are honest, ever want to be given. Proliferators and 
                                                   believers of the idea that the commission Ezekiel was given forms a part of the          
                                                             calling for the church Christ founded are on a dangerous path and should soberly     
                                                             consider the warnings of the Apostles regarding imposing doctrines that have no 
                                         place in the believer’s precious standing and acceptance in Christ under the New 
                                                       Covenant.  Do not let anyone complicate your faith with wrong application of prophecy–
                                                 they are only serving themselves of you. 

                                                     Believers must be sober, not always to believe what might seem believable from confident 
                                                       presenters.These organizations primarily based in the United States have abused prophecy 
                                              as described above and use it as a hook in television programs to differentiate themselves from 
                                           mainstream Christian broadcasting.  It is amazing that many who spend much time and money 
                                         claiming to preach Ezekiel’s message to modern day Israel never claimed to have any prophetic 
                                revelation from God to do it—be it a voice, a vision or dream. They simply read the prophets, preach 
                     the message, and use it as a rallying point for their church. Often dates were included with this message, such 
as “in ten to fifteen short years” or “in your lifetime.” These now obviously erroneous dates should show it was not of God 
(Deuteronomy 18:22).

On the following page is Ezekiel’s Message, edited for SVM, and is an excerpt 
from a larger piece of work that can also be found on the website www.childrenofthepromises.org.

–Jim Patterson, Editor
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God knew that they would not 
heed the warning (Ezekiel 3:7) but 
was adamant that the warning be 
delivered.  If not then Ezekiel’s own 
blood would be required.  Once the 
message had been delivered the 
House of Israel was then responsible 
for its own demise.  To emphasize 
the fact that the message would be 
delivered and the prophecy fulfilled, 
God caused Ezekiel to become 
mute.  He could only speak in order 
to deliver God’s message to Israel.  
Once the message had been delivered 
and the prophecy fulfilled, Ezekiel 
would regain his ability to speak.  
The threat of death and inability 
to speak were not only strong 
incentives for Ezekiel to deliver 
God’s message to the right people, 
but were also powerful witnesses to 
God’s intentions.

Some consider Ezekiel had a problem 
because he was in Babylon among 
the captives of Judah and wasn’t able 
to deliver the message to the House 
of Israel at that time.  It must be 
remembered that the nation of Israel 
split, ten tribes under Jeroboam 
retained the name ‘Israel’ and two 
tribes under Rehoboam became 
known as Judah, but collectively 
they were referred to as the House 
of Israel, or children of Israel.  This 
is recorded in the twelfth chapter 
of First Kings.  The northern ten 
tribes had been taken into captivity 
and absorbed into Assyria over one 
hundred years before Ezekiel was 
given the message to deliver.  They 
have become known in history as the 
“lost tribes of Israel.” Some therefore 
conclude that Ezekiel’s message was 
for the modern day descendants of 
the “lost ten tribes of Israel,” whom 
they claim to include a number of 
European nations plus the British 
Commonwealth and the United 
States of America today.  They also 
claim that because Ezekiel did not 
deliver the message in his day it is 
now the role of the Church of God to 
deliver the ”Ezekiel message” to the 
descendants of Israel.

As a prophet to the nations Ezekiel 

had a number of messages to deliver 
to various nations, but the message 
we are concerned with is the one 
addressed to the House of Israel.  
Did he deliver it to Israel in his day, 
or is it the Church’s commission to 
deliver it in this age?  

What does the Bible say? Was 
Ezekiel able to deliver the message 
in his time, or not?  

To Whom was Ezekiel
 Told to Go? 

Ezekiel was told to go to his people, 
the House of Israel who were in 
captivity, “Moreover he said unto 
me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; 
eat this roll, and go speak unto the 
house of Israel.” and “And he said 
unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto 
the house of Israel, and speak with 
my words unto them,” and “ And go, 
get thee to them of the captivity, unto 
the children of thy people, and speak 
unto them, and tell them”  (Ezekiel 
3:1, 4, 11). 

For verse 11 the Moffatt translation 
reads “Go to the exiles, to the 
members of your race.” The Tanakh 
JPS translation says “go to your 
people, the exile community.”  Verse 
7 implies that his message was to the 
whole House of Israel, both Israel 
and Judah, “they will not hearken 
unto me: for all the house of Israel 
are impudent and hardhearted.”    

What Would Happen if 
Ezekiel Did Not Go? 

God said very plainly that He would 
require Ezekiel’s blood if he didn’t 
go and give the warning, 

“Son of man, I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel: 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me.  
When I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shalt surely die; and thou givest him 

not warning, nor speakest to warn the 
wicked from his wicked way, to save 
his life; the same wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn 
the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, 
he shall die in his iniquity; but thou 
hast delivered thy soul.  Again, when 
a righteous man doth turn from his 
righteousness, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a stumbling block before 
him, he shall die: because thou hast 
not given him warning, he shall die 
in his sin, and his righteousness 
which he hath done shall not be 
remembered; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand.  Nevertheless 
if thou warn the righteous man, that 
the righteous sin not, and he doth not 
sin, he shall surely live, because he is 
warned; also thou hast delivered thy 
soul.” (Ezekiel 3:17-21).  

Remember what happened to Jonah 
when he tried to run away from what 
God had told him to do.  

God also said Ezekiel would be struck 
dumb except when God opened his 
mouth in prophetic utterances:

 “And I will make thy tongue cleave to 
the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt 
be dumb, and shalt not be to them a 
reprover: for they are a rebellious 
house. But when I speak with thee, I 
will open thy mouth, and thou shalt 
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
GOD;” (Ezekiel 3:26-27).  

Did He Go?

God said that Ezekiel was a sign to 
Israel and would not speak his own 
words until after the prophecies 
God spoke through him were 
accomplished:
 “Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: 
according to all that he hath done 
shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye 
shall know that I am the Lord GOD.” 
and “That he that escapeth in that 
day shall come unto thee, to cause 
thee to hear it with thine ears? In 
that day shall thy mouth be opened to 

God used the prophet Ezekiel in a powerful way. He appointed Ezekiel as 
watchman over the House of Israel to warn that if they did not repent and turn 

back to God He would execute the final stage of His judgement on them. 
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him which is escaped, and thou shalt 
speak, and be no more dumb: and 
thou shalt be a sign unto them; and 
they shall know that I am the LORD” 
(Ezekiel 24:24, 26-27).
Either he accomplished his God-
given prophetic mission in his time, 
or he continued to remain silent for 
the rest of his life. 

According to the Bible those 
prophesies were accomplished in his 
time:

“And it came to pass in the twelfth 
year of our captivity, in the tenth 
month, in the fifth day of the month, 
that one that had escaped out of 
Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The 
city is smitten. Now the hand of the 
LORD was upon me in the evening, 
afore he that was escaped came; and 
had opened my mouth, until he came 
to me in the morning; and my mouth 
was opened, and I was no more 
dumb”  (Ezekiel 33:21-22).

He must have accomplished his 
mission or God would not have 
opened his mouth.

To accomplish his mission he had to 
speak to the House of Israel.  So where 
did he go?  He went to the leaders 
(elders) of the exiled community of 
those taken captive from Judah who 
were in Babylon,

 “Then I came to them of the captivity 
at Telabib, that dwelt by the river of 
Chebar,” (Ezekiel 3:15).  His main 
message was to do with the final 
fall and destruction of Jerusalem, 
which was the last bastion of the 
Kingdom of Israel at that time.  In 
the circumstances he could only 
have accomplished his mission if 
the remnant in Babylon contained 
representatives from the tribes of 
Israel as well as Judah and they 
fully represented the leadership 
of the remnant of Israel at that 
time!  Nebuchadnezzur had earlier 
stripped Jerusalem of its ruling class 
including the young King Jehoiachin, 
princes, officers and mighty men 
of valour, craftsmen and smiths 
(2 Kings 24:12-16). He had taken 
10,000 captives to Babylon leaving 
only the poor under the charge of 
Zedekiah whom he set up as the 
vassal, or puppet king.

To Whom Did He Address His 
Message?

God told Ezekiel that the House of 
Israel would not hearken to Him 
(Ezekiel 2:5, 7, 3:7, 11) but the 
message had to be delivered to them.  
He then took Ezekiel from his house 
where he lived near the River Chebar 
and supernaturally transported him 
to Telabib, also near the Chebar, 
where the rulers from Judah dwelt in 
captivity.  

Later Ezekiel also addressed his 
message concerning Jerusalem 
to, “……the prince (Zedekiah) in 
Jerusalem, and all the House of 
Israel that are among them” (Ezekiel 
12:10). 

He prophesied about the fall of 
Jerusalem and the capture of 
Zedekiah to all of the House of Israel 
that had remained in Jerusalem. 

Even though the kingdom had split 
into two separate nations, Israel and 
Judah, they were still considered to be 
collectively the children of Israel, or 
alternatively the House of Israel, the 
House of Jacob, the House of Joseph 
or in the case of Israel they were 
sometimes referred to as Ephraim 
(and sometimes Samaria).  When 
the northern nation of Israel turned 
to idolatry in the time of Jeroboam, 
many who remained faithful to God 
from the various tribes including 
Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon left 
Israel and resettled in Judah.

In comments relating to I Kings 
12:17, Bullinger acknowledges that 
Judah was representative of “all 
Israel.”  The concept of Judah being 
the remnant that in effect represented 
the whole House of Israel is further 
supported by the fact that many 
people from the northern ten tribes 
had resettled in the cities of Judah 
because Jeroboam changed the 
format of worship in Israel, “And 
he (Asa) gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the strangers with 
them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
and out of Simeon: for they fell to 
him out of Israel in abundance, when 
they saw that the LORD his God 
was with him,” (II Chronicles 15:9).  
Also in the time of Hezekiah, “And 
concerning the children of Israel 
and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of 
Judah, they also brought in the tithe” 
and “And when Hezekiah and the 

princes came and saw the heaps, they 
blessed the LORD, and his people 
Israel.” (II Chronicles 31:6, 8).   
And again from around the time of 
Judah’s captivity, “And in Jerusalem 
dwelt of the children of Judah, and 
of the children of Benjamin, and 
of the children of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh;” (I Chronicles 9:3).  

Ezekiel referred to those in Jerusalem 
as the “residue of Israel” (Ezekiel 
9:8). Jeremiah also referred to 
Jerusalem as Jacob (Lamentations 
1:17).

Therefore, during the time of the siege 
of Jerusalem there were Israelites 
from the northern tribes dwelling 
among the exiles of Judah.  It was to 
this exiled community that Ezekiel 
was directed and that was where he 
went.  When speaking to “them of 
the captivity” (Ezekiel 11:25) he was 
addressing the “elders of Israel” of 
the “House of Israel” (Ezekiel (14:1, 
5 – see also 8:1 and 20:1) who were 
present among the captives from 
Judah in Babylon indicating that there 
were recognized leaders of Israel 
among the Babylonian captives.

A Sign for All Israel?

God was executing judgment on the 
whole of Israel in the sight of the 
nations. He had already scattered 
the ten tribes of Israel and most of 
Judah was in captivity.  The fall of 
Jerusalem was another stage in the 
execution of that judgment.  That is 
why Ezekiel was sent to address the 
whole of Israel (Ezekiel 3:7).  God 
said that the siege of Jerusalem was 
a sign to the House of Israel, 

“Moreover take thou unto thee an 
iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron 
between thee and the city: and set 
thy face against it, and it shall be 
besieged, and thou shalt lay siege 
against it. This shall be a sign to the 
house of Israel.” (Ezekiel 4:3).  

It was a sign because Jerusalem 
the former capital of the once great 
kingdom of Israel, was the last part of 
the House of Israel to fall,

“And thou, son of man, take thee a 
sharp knife, take thee a barber’s 
razor, and cause it to pass upon 
thine head and upon thy beard: then 
take thee balances to weigh, and 
divide the hair.  Thou shalt burn with 
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fire a third part in the midst of the 
city, when the days of the siege are 
fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third 
part, and smite about it with a knife: 
and a third part thou shalt scatter 
in the wind; and I will draw out a 
sword after them. Thou shalt also 
take thereof a few in number, and 
bind them in thy skirts. Then take of 
them again, and cast them into the 
midst of the fire, and burn them in 
the fire; for thereof shall a fire come 
forth into all the house of Israel. 
Thus saith the Lord GOD; This is 
Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst 
of the nations and countries that are 
round about her” (Ezekiel 5:1-5).   

No More Delay

God had extended the hand of mercy 
to them time and time again, but 
they refused to obey and because 
of their continual sin He finally said 
enough is enough.  He had already 
told Israel that they were no longer 
His people, “Then said God, Call 
his name Loammi: for ye are not 
my people, and I will not be your 
God” (Hosea 1:9).  After Israel had 
been destroyed and taken captive He 
focused His attention on Judah, but 
they too turned away from Him.

Eventually God removed His 
presence from the temple,

“Then the glory of the LORD 
departed from off the threshold 
of the house, and stood over the 
cherubims.  And the cherubims 
lifted up their wings, and mounted 
up from the earth in my sight: when 
they went out, the wheels also were 
beside them, and every one stood 
at the door of the east gate of the 
LORD’S house; and the glory of the 
God of Israel was over them above” 
(Ezekiel 10:18-19).  

He was now going to execute 
judgment on what was left of the 
House of Israel, i.e. Jerusalem, 
without delay, “……the days are 
at hand, and the effect of every 
vision.” and “For I am the LORD: I 
will speak, and the word that I shall 
speak shall come to pass; it shall 
be no more prolonged: for in your 
days, O rebellious house, will I say 
the word, and will perform it, saith 
the Lord GOD.” and  “Thus saith 
the Lord GOD; There shall none of 
my words be prolonged any more, 
but the word which I have spoken 
shall be done, saith the Lord GOD” 
(Ezekiel 12:23, 25, 28).  

Cities to be Laid Waste

Through Ezekiel God said, “In 
all your dwelling places the cities 
shall be laid waste, and the high 
places shall be desolate; that 
your altars may be laid waste and 
made desolate, and your idols may 
be broken and cease, and your 
images may be cut down, and 
your works may be abolished.” 
and “And the cities that are 
inhabited shall be laid waste, and 
the land shall be desolate; and ye 
shall know that I am the LORD” 
(Ezekiel 6:6, 12:20).  According 
to some adherents of the British 
Israelite theory it was not possible 
for the cities of Israel to be laid 
waste until the advent of nuclear 
weapons, therefore they maintain 
that the prophecy must be for 
modern times.  Was this prophecy 
fulfilled in ancient times, or is it 
for today?  

Were the Cities Laid Waste?

According to Jeremiah the cities 
of the northern kingdom of Israel 
have already been laid waste: “Is 
Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn 
slave? Why is he spoiled?  The 
young lions roared upon him, 
and yelled, and they made his 
land waste: his cities are burned 
without inhabitant” (Jeremiah 
2:14-15).

After the fall of Jerusalem 
Jeremiah wrote Lamentations, in 
which he said, “How hath the Lord 
covered the daughter of Zion with 
a cloud in his anger, and cast down 
from heaven unto the earth the 
beauty of Israel, and remembered 
not his footstool in the day of his 
anger!  The Lord hath swallowed 
up all the habitations of Jacob, 
and hath not pitied: he hath thrown 
down in his wrath the strong holds 
of the daughter of Judah; he hath 
brought them down to the ground: 
he hath polluted the kingdom and 
the princes thereof. He hath cut 
off in his fierce anger all the horn 
of Israel: he hath drawn back his 
right hand from before the enemy, 
and he burned against Jacob like 
a flaming fire, which devoureth 
round about.” and  “The Lord was 
as an enemy: he hath swallowed 
up Israel, he hath swallowed up all 
her palaces: he hath destroyed his 
strong holds, and hath increased 

in the daughter of Judah mourning and 
lamentation” (Lamentations 2:1-3, 5).

The Tanakh JPS translation actually 
uses the words “laid waste,” “(the 
Lord) has cast  down from heaven to 
earth the majesty of Israel, He did not 
remember His footstool on His day of 
wrath. The Lord has laid waste without 
pity all the habitations of Jacob;” and  
“In blazing anger He has cut down 
all the might of Israel;” and “He has 
ravaged Jacob like a flaming fire, 
consuming on all sides,” and “The 
Lord has acted like a foe, He has laid 
waste Israel” (Lamentations 2:1-3, 
5).  The different Hebrew words used 
by both Ezekiel and Jeremiah have 
similar meanings: ‘charah’ meaning 
destroyed, desolate, waste, and ‘bela’ 
meaning swallow, destroy, devour, 
ended.

Obviously, God accomplished what 
He set out to do to the House of Jacob 
at that time.  He “laid waste” to all the 
dwelling places of the House of Jacob 
to the extent He intended.  These things 
happened to the House of Israel at that 
time for all the nations of the world 
to see.  The judgment on the House 
of Israel included the destruction of 
Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s time, just as 
God had prophesied.  

Was It to Occur Again?

God destroyed the House of Israel 
because of their abominations,

 “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; 
Behold, I, even I, am against thee, and 
will execute judgments in the midst of 
thee in the sight of the nations.  And 
I will do in thee that which I have 
not done, and whereunto I will not 
do any more the like, because of all 
thine abominations”  (Ezekiel 5:8-9).   
When He said that He would not ‘do 
any more the like’ what did God mean?

God was executing judgement upon 
the whole House of Israel.  The 
nation of Israel had already gone into 
captivity followed by Judah and now 
the capital was to be destroyed.  God 
made it clear that the execution of His 
judgement would continue to pursue 
the remnant in their captivity:

 “And I will scatter you among the 
heathen, and will draw out a sword 
after you: and your land shall be 
desolate, and your cities waste.” and 
“And upon them that are left alive of 
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you I will send a faintness into their 
hearts in the lands of their enemies; 
and the sound of a shaken leaf shall 
chase them; and they shall flee, 
as fleeing from a sword; and they 
shall fall when none pursueth.  And 
they shall fall one upon another, as 
it were before a sword, when none 
pursueth: and ye shall have no power 
to stand before your enemies.  And 
ye shall perish among the heathen, 
and the land of your enemies shall 
eat you up. And they that are left of 
you shall pine away in their iniquity 
in your enemies’ lands; and also in 
the iniquities of their fathers shall 
they pine away with them” (Leviticus 
26:33, 36-39).

When God said,  “I will do in thee 
that which I have not done, and 
whereunto I will not do any more 
the like,”  He was emphasising the 
magnitude of an unprecedented event 
that will not happen again.  He is not 
going to reject the church (spiritual 
Israel) as he has rejected ancient 
Israel.  This does not mean that the 
church will not have its adversaries, 
or its people suffer persecutions, it 
simply means that God will not reject 
spiritual Israel en masse as He did 
ancient Israel.

Ezekiel’s Message of Hope

Ezekiel not only prophesied doom 
and gloom for those living in his 
time, he also brought a message of 
hope for the future, for all people.  

Using highly symbolic language, 
Ezekiel described the fate of a 
number of nations at that time.  In 
Ezekiel 29, he likened Egypt of old 
to the great dragon that lies in the 
midst of its rivers, only to be plucked 
up and flung in the wilderness and 
buried among the slain.  Assyria, in 
Ezekiel 31, is likened to a mighty 
cedar exceeding the stature of other 
trees only to be brought down in its 
greatness to be buried amongst the 
slain.  Both these mighty nations 
were eventually brought down.

On the other hand, Israel who 
by Ezekiel’s time had become so 
despised that her enemies did not even 
bother to bury her slain (Jeremiah 
8:1-2) was likened to a valley of dry 
bones (Ezekiel 37).  Israel was given 
a message of hope in their time of 
punishment and captivity specifically 
through the allegory of the valley of 
dry bones.  But it is a message for 

all people, a message of restoration 
to the greatness that God has always 
wanted for His creation.  Prophesies 
that portray the restoration of Israel 
represent that reconciliation of 
mankind to God.  

The physical nation of ancient Israel 
with its special relationship with God 
was a forerunner of the spiritual body 
of people from all nations that was 
to have a special relationship with 
God in the future.  After the future 
resurrection portrayed by the valley 
of dry bones, all who have ever 
lived, including the people of ancient 
Israel and Judah, will be given the 
opportunity to be reconciled to God 
and to receive eternal life in His 
Kingdom.

Ezekiel Delivered His Message

Ezekiel was given a number of 
messages to deliver to various 
peoples and nations.  He was a 
contemporary of Jeremiah and 
Daniel.  While Jeremiah was mainly 
in Jerusalem and Daniel mainly in 
Babylon, Ezekiel was primarily with 
the captives, who were a mix of the 
northern tribes and Judah, in the 
land of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) 
where he was instructed to go and 
where he went.  The fall of Jerusalem 
was part of the execution of judgment 
on the rebellious House of Israel 
(Jacob).  

Israel fell in three stages: the major 
portion was taken captive when the 
northern kingdom of Israel fell to the 
Assyrians then Judah (a mix of all 
tribes) fell to the Babylonians and 
finally Jerusalem.  Once Jerusalem 
fell, the prophecy that the cities of 
Jacob would be laid waste had been 
fulfilled.   

As instructed Ezekiel delivered his 
message to the leaders of the House 
of Israel at that time held captive by 
the Babylonians.  His message was 
about the next stage of the execution 
of God’s judgment which was the fall 
of Jerusalem.  He also said that the 
execution of judgment would pursue 
the survivors even in their captivity.  

The fact that Ezekiel lived to regain 
his speech is proof the he delivered 
the prophetic message at that time to 
the right people.  He had been given 
a clearly defined role with specific 
instructions and the power to perform 
that role.  Has the modern-day church 
been given that same role?

Church’s Role in This Age

The New Testament clearly explains 
God is dealing with the whole world 
through His son Jesus Christ just 
prior to the day of reckoning known 
in prophecy as the Day of the Lord.  
Before Christ returns two witnesses 
will be sent to warn the world in 
much the same way Ezekiel was 
sent to warn the House of Israel 
(Revelation 11:3-13).  They will be 
given miraculous powers to perform 
their work.

Who these two are and when they 
will begin their task, remains to be 
seen.  We can rest assured that at the 
appropriate time they will accomplish 
what they have been assigned by God 
to do.

The Church’s role was clearly defined 
by Jesus Christ immediately before 
he returned to the Father.  He told His 
disciple to feed His sheep:

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith 
to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? 
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my lambs.  He saith to him 
again the second time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep.  He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? Peter was grieved because he 
said unto him the third time, Lovest 
thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, 
thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep” (John 21:15-17). 

In First Corinthians 12, the Apostle 
Paul described the spiritual gifts that 
have been given to the church.  He 
explained that they were to be used 
to edify those in the body of Christ, 
“Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are 
zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that 
ye may excel to the edifying of the 
church.” (I Corinthians 14:12).  

The role for which the Church has 
been spiritually equipped today is to 
perfect those whom God calls, “Till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ:” (Ephesians 4:13).  That 

Continued on page 31
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Monumental Mistake
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Darren Connery

I remember as a kid in school when 
they sold jumbo erasers, one brand 
had written on it “For Big Mistakes.” 
I am not so sure they sell them 
anymore given the use of computers 
and tape erasers, but mistakes just as 
big occur.

Have you ever made a big mistake 
in your walk and/or your ministry? 
Admitting to a mistake is a 
fundamental part of the faith, but 
some have not yet come to terms with 
past mistakes, their own and others; 
trying to make the mistake work.  
They also point to the mistakes 
of others to excuse their current 
situation.

We all make mistakes, but God is 
not fooling around either, especially 
with His reputation.  He is sensitive 
to those who were bought with the 
precious blood of His Son.   We as 
a people need to be sensitive to what 
the Spirit speaks to us, and what the 
Bible says about those who have 
made mistakes, but whom God has 
redeemed or is redeeming!

There are those who are very 
persuasive and confident in their 
message to have many in the 
Sabbatarian community look to 
them as a beacon to salvation. They 
tell their listeners and readers just 
how to interpret the Bible, whom 
God is working with and to whom 
they must listen—to them of course.  
They are so persuasive that some will 
overlook scriptures that contradict 
their message and undermine their 
authority altogether. 

We as a people can get caught up 
in a situation where we no longer 
recognize how the scriptures warn 
us against making the monumental 
mistake of falling away from the 
Father.

The Bible was not written to be a 
history book, as so much of human 
history is not covered in its pages.   
So when certain historical events 
are presented, we should take heed 
to learn what they might mean to 
us when they are presented, and not 
to assume they are only given for 
informative reasons.  They were 
given for our edification. Let us look 
at a few Monumental Mistakes and 
relate them to our present experience.

Let Us Make a Name for 
Ourselves

Genesis, Chapter 11 is a very 
interesting body of scripture for a 
number of reasons. The account 
of the story of Babel, as with most 
scripture, is compelling in every 
aspect down to its placement within 
biblical timeline.

At one time the whole earth had the 
same language and vocabulary. As 
people migrated from the east, they 
found a valley in the land of Shinar 
and settled there. They said to each 
other, “Come, let us make oven-fired 
bricks.” They used brick for stone 
and asphalt for mortar. And they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city 
and a tower with its top in the sky. 
Let us make a name for ourselves; 

otherwise, we will be scattered 
over the face of the whole earth” 
(Genesis 11:1-9).
Condensed in these few verses we 
can make some very compelling 
observations in what was occurring. 
Firstly, let us look at “Let’s make a 
name for ourselves.” As we have 
read, everyone was spread out and 
migrated to this place called Shinar. 
They settle and begin to build their 
city, and in this city they begin 
construction of a tower.  Notice 
where their priority seems to lie: 
build “ourselves” a city. Make a 
name for “ourselves.” Punctuated 
here is their disregard for one of 
God’s initial commands to man 
before and after the flood, which 
was to go forth, to subdue the earth, 
to replenish it, and to multiply.  God 
wanted His image to be spread 
throughout the earth:

God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the 
earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish 
of the sea, the birds of the sky, and 
every creature that crawls on the 
earth” (Genesis 1:28 HCSB).

At the end of verse 4, scripture 
quotes them in such a way as to 
apply a negative connotation to 
God’s will, by warning themselves 
that they will be scattered over 
the face of the whole earth.  They 
overrode God’s wishes regarding 
social development. 

We need to understand the problem 
here. God doesn’t have a problem 

The following article appropriately follows on the heels of the last issue of SVM and the article The Independent 
Ministries of Jesus Christ and John the Baptist. That article exposed secular and sectarian behaviors of 
corporate and denominational churches that are contrary to the ministry examples and teachings of Jesus 
Christ.  The following article Monumental Mistake, takes the understanding further so that we can avoid 
making the same mistakes of the past.  Author Darren Connery takes biblical history and puts it in context 
with our contemporary behavior and experience.  Christ is the Head of the Church, and it is evident He has 
allowed, and made provision for, mistakes in our interpretation of the Work and our place in it.   The real test 
is if we learn from our mistakes, take personal responsibility for them, and glorify God for showing us the 
correction and His grace that got us to come to terms with it.

 Jim Patterson, Managing Editor
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with cities, or construction, or 
ingenuity. He doesn’t have a problem 
with people coming together, he 
rather encourages it in many places.  
In the work of the Church, there 
are no prohibitions in God’s Word 
against collectives coming together 
to pay ministers or to register as a  
charity.

This has to do with why they were 
building their city and tower. They 
were coming together in opposition 
to how God wanted man to unite in 
general. In fact, this is largely about 
their attitude—and fear was used as a 
motivator.

God will not share His glory.  If you 
want to get negative attention from 
God, then you can do that easily by 
trying to take His Glory away from 
Him. This is a mistake,—a mistake 
we must be careful not to make.

“I am Yahweh, that is My name; I will 
not give My glory to another or My 
praise to idols” (Isaiah 42:8).  

This includes whatever great work 
men might be doing in His name. It 
does not matter how great the results 
it would appear to have.

So, we see this city in Shinar with 
its tower as an idol, a monument 
of human construct, for human 
purposes. What can we glean thus far 
from this account?

• The statement “let us make a 
name for ourselves” indicates 
that they were comparing 
themselves to other people.

• They wanted to stand apart 
based on their own achievement, 
crediting themselves and not 
God. 

• They were concerned for their 
place in world opinion.

• The Hebrew for “name” is 
shem (Strong’s H8034) which 
is defined as: “renown, fame, 
infamy, or being of rapport”. 

- They were not interested in 
sharing glory with God much 
less giving Him all of the glory.

Then the Lord came down to look 
over the city and the tower that the 
men were building. The Lord said, 

“If they have begun to do this as one 

people all having the same language, 
then nothing they plan to do will 
be impossible for them. Come, let 
Us go down there and confuse 
their language so that they will not 
understand one another’s speech. So 
from there the Lord scattered them 
over the face of the whole earth, 
and they stopped building the city. 
Therefore its name is called Babylon, 
for there the Lord confused the 
language of the whole earth, and 
from there the Lord scattered them 
over the face of the whole earth” 
(Genesis 11:1-9 HCSB).
In the Bible, a “Coming of the 
Lord” or a “Day of His Visitation” is 
anytime He pays a person or groups a 
visit.  This is noteworthy for anyone 
claiming to be in His service, or who 
has made big plans to create societies 
and nations.  God has the ability to 
look in and see whatever He wants 
to, from wherever He is, and for any 
reason He sees fit.  

This speaks to the importance of 
having an honest and pure heart—
even among those that may slander 
us—and a record of “good works” 
done in the name of God. Everyone 
will have a “day of visitation” (1 Peter 
2:12). The Greek for “visitation” 
here is episkope, the same word used 
for “overseer” or “bishop”. As men 
oversee congregations, so God is 
overseeing them!

… then nothing they plan to do will 
be impossible for them. 

Again it would appear that God is 
speaking to their mindset, and their 
imaginations.  We should note that it 
is not that no actual thing would be 
impossible, but rather, anything in 
their mind they felt could be possible, 
or withheld from their feelings of 
aspiration and notoriety.

Anything they set out to do would 
take on an aspect of “the sky is no 
limit”—They were  excited for 
themselves, and not their Creator.   
This is the genesis of a monumental 
mistake.  

Their directive would be to set 
themselves apart and above.  God 
is aware of all human proclivities, 
and setting ourselves apart is one 
of them—He knew that this would 
spread and metastasize. It is our best 
to trust God to set apart whom He 
decides to set apart, not men.

Their opposition, or competitiveness 
with God was setting them across 
from or at some physical parallel 
with God—at least in their minds.  
Not that God’s plans could be 
thwarted, but it’s an uphill battle 
when dealing with human vanity 
and hubris. They wanted to make a 
name for themselves in spite of God. 
So God took some extreme action 
to make sure his plans were not 
thwarted—he divided people up by 
giving them many languages—the 
effects of which are still present with 
us to this day.

We should notice in verses 6 and 7 
that a conversation is taking place. 
 
God is making points to someone 
other than the reader here, but we are 
being made privy to it. In verses 7 to 
9 we see God’s will is dictated and 
implemented:

• The language was indeed 
confused, and they became 
confused.

• They were scattered.
• They stopped building the city.
• God gave it the only name that 

He deemed worthy which refers 
to confusion.

• He again re-asserted His will in 
having them scattered.

Historically we should see this 
as a compelling narrative of God 
directly intervening in society’s 
endeavors.  Our general instinct is to 
distance ourselves from these stories 
(i.e. “Who did they think they are 
(were)?!”), seeing in our own minds 
that any lessons would apply to other 
groups of people and their secular 
or religious organizations.   I would 
suggest however that we need to 
apply this to ourselves as individuals 
first, and to heed the warning that is 
within the words of these verses.

A Scattered Church?

This account of Babel should come 
as a warning, both to nations and to 
all those who come in Christ’s Name.   
We need to check our personal 
attitudes toward God’s instructions 
for us against scriptures such as these.

It speaks against those who will 
come in the name of Jesus Christ, but 
over time actuality set out to insert 
and prop themselves up as having 
Christ-like authority in power and 
judgment, to over-ride His Will and 
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Their government structure was 
decentralized. Elders governed cities, 
towns, and communities. Cases were 
brought to a national judicial body 
only when the local government 
found them “too hard” to solve 
(Deuteronomy 17:8-13).

The Biblical example is that freedom 
has a price. They would appear to have 
vulnerabilities, and thieves outside 
of their tribal systems tried to pilfer 
them, and these had to be defended 
and guarded against. There were also 
other organized governments that 
had to be fought off. 

God fought for them, but not without 
their own participation in fending off 
intruders. They had to go out in the 
field and fight for their freedom. As 
long as they stayed faithful to God, 
society worked. It wasn’t easy, and 
not without consternation, but this 
comes sometimes in maintaining 
freedoms. Practicing the law of 
liberty to serve God takes work and 
trust.  Freedom has a price, but it is 
a price we must always be willing 
to pay. They were able to have a 
community that considered God’s 
laws first over any other imposing 
authority that may have been put 
upon them.

Over the process of time, mostly due 
to their own failures, freedom for 
these people was becoming a burden 
too heavy to bear. They decided the 
solution was a King, so they came to 
Samuel and insisted on one
So all the elders of Israel gathered 
together and went to Samuel at 
Ramah. They said to him, “Look, you 
are old, and your sons do not follow 
your example. Therefore, appoint a 
king to judge us the same as all the 
other nations have.”

When they said, “Give us a king 
to judge us,” Samuel considered 
their demand sinful, so he prayed 
to the Lord.  But the Lord told him, 
“Listen to the people and everything 
they say to you. They have not rejected 
you; they have rejected Me as their 
king. They are doing the same thing to 
you that they have done to Me, since 
the day I brought them out of Egypt 
until this day, abandoning Me and 
worshiping other gods. Listen to 
them, but you must solemnly warn 
them and tell them about the rights of 
the king who will rule over them” (1 
Samuel 8:4-9, HCSB).

assert their own on others instead.  
They point to the Pope and make the 
same accusation of him.

Understand that as church attendance 
in most cases is on the decline, and 
delusion on the incline, those whose 
priorities are questionable will likely 
come knocking, looking to prey on 
those looking again for a place to 
belong.  This is happening.

While holding onto hierarchal 
training and Church government 
mandates, these groups will try to 
discredit others who do not aspire 
to their brand of church and label 
them as Congregationalists, liberal, 
and accuse them of spiritualizing 
away the scriptures.  Some will 
tell you that God only ever worked 
through one man or an apostle at a 
time to spread the gospel.  They will 
claim a human line of leaders from 
Paul, Peter, James etc. extending 
to the leader of their church today.  
Some will claim an unbroken line of 
doctrinal purity, though any church 
group with written records has always 
demonstrated doctrinal changes. 
They may claim the Church is broken 
up into seven “eras” (Revelation 2 
& 3), even though the word “era” 
never appears there, but rather the 
opposite instruction is repeated seven 
times: everyone is to listen to every 
message to every church.  Some even 
think they find their place in Biblical 
prophecies of Ezekiel, Hosea, Daniel 
and Malachi. 

Many have left small congregations 
to return to larger more authoritative 
groups, seeking a security in their 
numbers and in the self-assured 
message of their leaders.  Why is this 
occurring?  We are not left without 
Biblical lessons.

Give us a King (or a Pastor 
General)

In the time of the Judges the people 
lived free from autocracy. Their 
government was a theocracy and God 
was their King. They had the law of 
liberty which had little to do about 
its enforcement. Judges arbitrated 
over them as necessary but did not 
police their lives. The judges had 
authority as people came to them for 
decisions—they did not constantly 
invent new laws to rule the people. 
Their security was in God and their 
obedience to Him and His laws.

The Children of Israel decided it was 
time for a change and wanted a King!  
They got one, the best even He could 
find for them.  You will find a king if 
you want one.  

It must have been an attractive thing 
for them to look at neighboring 
kingdoms that provide security and 
comfort for their subjects, at least 
from their standpoint.  It is equally 
attractive for Christians to look to 
organizations with a self-assured head 
or council, surrounded by supportive 
ministers, a media program or a fancy 
headquarters. Instead of working 
harder and looking to themselves and 
finding security in Jesus Christ, many 
go to these groups because those 
groups will gladly “tell you what to 
do,” and will always reassure you 
that you are with the right group.

They have the numbers behind them, 
so there is a comfort built into being 
part of a large organized corporation 
that seems to have more ability to 
penetrate and get the word out. To do 
the work. But does this add up?

An unfortunate byproduct is that 
personal responsibility to read and 
respond to the scriptures tends to be 
swallowed up in the system and the 
authority structure.  Some groups 
will not allow Bible studies without 
a minister present.

We use Genesis 11 and 1 Samuel 8 
as a backdrop because some church 
groups have used terms like: 

“Our church should be the safest 
church to be in” (this is not a 
scriptural tenet)

“Our church should be the envy of 
other churches”  

“Our church won’t be a valid 
organization until we have the same 
operating budget as another church”

Do we see it—“Our Church?”

One group advertises on-line with the 
tag line: “Are you searching for the 
original [followed by the name of a 
defunct church group]” Does not it 
occur to them that if God allowed a 
certain group to end, that recreating 
the exact same group would produce 
the exact same result again?

These all add up to the same values 
as that group of people who met in 
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Simeon Peter, a slave and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ: To those 
who have obtained a faith of equal 
privilege with ours through the 
righteousness of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. May grace and 
peace be multiplied to you through 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord (2 Peter 1:1-2).

The opening verses of the epistles 
should not be quickly read over, 
particularly this one in 2 Peter.  
There are things for us to notice:

Peter says he is a slave and “an 
apostle”, not “the apostle”.  Nor 
does he claim to be a pre-eminent 
apostle, or claim a special lineage. 
Peter speaking to those who have 
obtained a faith of equal privilege 
not apart from the apostles, but as 
he puts it “with ours”—the same as 
the apostles.

They received the privilege the same 
way, in faith, not through a man or 
an organization, but through God’s 
righteousness and the righteousness 
of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Notice no reference to knowing 
or falling in line under a man’s 
dominion.   Rather notice verse 2 
alludes to our overall grace and 
peace being multiplied by knowing 
our Father God and His Son. 
 
It is worth now continuing with 
Peter’s flow of thought:
 
His divine power has given us 
everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge 
of Him who called us by His own 
glory and goodness.  By these He 
has given us very great and precious 
promises, so that through them you 
may share in the divine nature, 
escaping the corruption that is in 
the world because of evil desires 
(verse 3-4)

If Peter, an apostle, a physical and 
spiritual friend of Jesus Christ, (one 
who was witness to the crucifixion 
and the transfiguration) is expressly 
making the point to those he was 
writing to, and subject to, and in 
line for the same privileges through 
conversion that God had promised 
to Peter, then how can we look 
at someone now and buy into the 
notion that we are spiritually and 
fundamentally lost, unprotected 
from the coming tribulation, if 

believe differently, that the wrong 
guy got the top job, or that because 
of the lack of adherence to the will 
of a supposed “appointed” man, that 
the Church has been punished by 
the scattering of brethren and that 
our aim should be to come together 
in subjection to a new modern-day 
Elijah or prophet etc.  This is trying 
to build on that wrong foundation, 
using the ruins as cornerstones.

As when the Lord scattered the 
people from Babel, He did so in His 
mercy so that they could find Him 
again, not find a new leader.

Know the Scriptures — The 
Apostles Warned You

The apostles implored the followers 
of Christ to individually seek God’s 
guidance and be sensitive to when 
the Holy Spirit is speaking to them.  
Why do we not then seek what the 
Holy Spirit is saying to us today?

Heads of Church groups—whatever 
their titles may be—often do not 
appreciate certain scriptures being 
read and applied to either themselves 
or their followers.   It takes away 
from their authority, and instinctively 
they know their authority must be 
held at any cost!  To “permit” their 
application, it would cut into their 
authority and their ability to own 
your hearts, minds and ultimately 
your tithes through fear.  They know 
that what got them there in the first 
place was that faith must be built 
up in a man, and that man knows it, 
both in himself or of his predecessor.  
He will give you what you need 
to maintain that faith.  Ultimately 
all who build a faith in a man risk 
eventual shame before the Father 
instead of repenting, and risking 
possible shame before men.   

Let us examine a few passages 
of threatening scripture.  We say 
threatening, but only from the point 
of view one may be looking at them.  
We can step back and listen to the 
type of language that can be found 
in the letters of the apostles and 
compare them to those claiming to 
come in His name.

If we still have an ear to hear what 
the Spirit is saying, and have not 
drowned it out with filters that support 
our prior emotional investments or 
loyalties, we can escape the mistakes 
so many have made before us.  We 
must hear the voice of the Shepherd.

Shinar and set out to make “a name 
for ourselves.”

Christ made it explicit that 
ownership of the Church is His. 
When promotion of the Church of 
God is done with the kind of rhetoric 
we list above, desiring to make a 
name for themselves, individually 
or as a group, Jesus Christ has the 
prerogative to allow them to get 
what they want, or He will pay 
the offenders a visit when the time 
becomes necessary, and He has 
already done both in the last few 
decades.

God’s Unchanging Plan      
Despite our Efforts

The reader should notice the 
placement of Genesis 11—it is right 
in between the post flood period of 
Noah and his sons, and the beginning 
of the lineage of Abram.

It is an interesting comparison when 
we see that Noah, having found 
grace in God’s eyes, sees his post 
flood descendants begin to carry out 
God’s will according to His plan.   
Somewhere along the timeline, a 
significant segment of humanity 
allows itself to drift away from that 
plan culminating in a monumental 
mistake with the building of a city 
and tower which defied God.

After the dispersal and confusion 
that lead to the halt in production 
at Shinar, and with God’s will re-
affirmed, the Biblical narrative 
then changes the focus as God’s 
will reestablished with Abrahamic 
covenant.  As God tore down man’s 
will and direction, He asserted His 
original, unchanging will and plan. 

Some can make a connection 
from the story of Babel to the 
history of churches today.  Some 
however cannot, being blinded and 
manipulated, without an ear to hear 
or eyes to see God’s judgment—
unwilling to give God the glory—
holding on to man-made and un-
Biblical tenets of church structure 
and objectives.      When the priority 
changed from glorifying Jesus 
Christ to promoting a man or at the 
very least a man’s institution, God 
allowed it to fall to confusion.  The 
building of that institution stopped, 
the foundation was wrong—it could 
not hold itself together.  It is evident 
that many are being manipulated to 
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we do not subscribe to their idea of 
God’s Government on earth or any 
other anointing they have otherwise?

For this very reason, make every 
effort to supplement your faith with 
goodness, goodness with knowledge, 
knowledge with self-control, self-
control with endurance, endurance 
with godliness, godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love (verses 5-7)

Which one of these traits best 
describes the corporate mentality or 
encourages one to make a name for 
themselves?

For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they will keep you 
from being useless or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The person who lacks these 
things is blind and shortsighted and 
has forgotten the cleansing from his 
past sins.  Therefore, brothers, make 
every effort to confirm your calling 
and election, because if you do these 
things you will never stumble.  For 
in this way, entry into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ will be richly supplied 
to you (verses 8-11).

Notice that verses 8 and 9 speak to 
what our responsibility is and Who 
that responsibility is to.

Therefore I will always remind you 
about these things, even though 
you know them and are established 
in the truth you have. I consider it 
right, as long as I am in this bodily 
tent, to wake you up with a reminder, 
knowing that I will soon lay aside my 
tent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has 
also shown me. And I will also make 
every effort that you may be able to 
recall these things at any time after 
my departure (12-15).

These words indicate that the only 
means by which we will take part in 
the Kingdom is through adherence 
to actions, behavior and attitudes 
which emulate Jesus Christ, not our 
associations with churches.

Peter makes the point that we need 
to be reminded of these things even 
though we may already know them, 
or claim to know them. Why?

Because there will always be wolves 
in sheep’s clothing. There will always 

be those who come in God’s name but 
will actually be serving themselves 
by turning your confidence in God 
to confidence in them.  They will 
often try to be all things to all people, 
and offer safety.  They need you to 
depend on them for that, you do not 
need them.  He was encouraging 
them to move forward on their own—
listening to and following God.

But there were also false prophets 
among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you. They 
will secretly bring in destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, and will bring swift 
destruction on themselves.  Many will 
follow their unrestrained ways, and 
the way of truth will be blasphemed 
because of them. They will exploit 
you in their greed with deceptive 
words. Their condemnation, 
pronounced long ago, is not idle, 
and their destruction does not sleep 
(2 Peter 2:1-3).

The way of Truth has been 
blasphemed by God’s Government 
on Earth, doctrine of church eras, 
sectarian preaching and false use of 
Old Testament prophecies.  As Peter 
warned, many have followed them 
and have been exploited.  Christ is 
merciful, he will give the many a 
witness if they still have ears to hear.

To consider or mandate otherwise 
is to perpetuate man’s monumental 
mistake.  We say man’s monumental 
mistake because the church does not 
have a monopoly on the mistake.

We also speak these things, not in 
words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, 
explaining spiritual things to 
spiritual people. But the unbeliever 
does not welcome what comes from 
God’s Spirit, because it is foolishness 
to him; he is not able to understand 
it since it is evaluated spiritually. 
The spiritual person, however, can 
evaluate everything, yet he himself 
cannot be evaluated by anyone.  For 
who has known the Lord’s mind, that 
he may instruct Him? But we have 
the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 
2:13-16 HCSB).

It is important that we do not accept 
or reject things based on only the 
human perspective or comparative 
reasoning to support tempting 

ideas in regard to furthering the 
Gospel that are not Christ ordained.  
Centralizing with strength in 
numbers, finding security within a 
human organization, claiming larger 
resources and international notoriety 
can lead to a monumental mistake 
that is not without consequences.   
We need to evaluate all our activities 
and aspirations as Christ would.

As we said before, if you want a king, 
you will find one.  There are those 
that are more than willing to have 
others worship them (see Kowtow 
article this issue).

In the time of the Judges, God was 
their king, and although that way of 
life brought difficulties, it brought 
about the environment of learning, 
and a way to find sufficiency in Christ 
and not in men.  To know that Christ 
is sufficient for our needs takes work, 
difficult introspection, knowing our 
insufficiencies—experiencing how 
we depend on Him for life.   If we 
follow in the ways of the people at 
Shinar, or look for self-assured 
leaders claiming a special anointing, 
we will lose the experience of finding 
our sufficiency in Christ.  We will not 
succeed in making a name for 
ourselves; God is making a name for 
Himself. We want to be named with 
Him and no other.

Visit our website at 

www.chicagolandcog.org

 and listen to sermons by 

Jim Patterson, Duane Nicol and 
others!
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Ask Norm!

asknorm@shepherdsvoicemagazine.org

The following heartfelt letter was 
received in regard to the What Is 
Your Ministry Model? Article in 
the Fall/Winter 2014 SVM. It has 
been condensed with the author’s 
permission. To recap the five ministry 
models, think about how a person 
in any particular ministry or church 
would answer these questions:

1. Is your ministry the only 
one that God is presently using?

2. Is your ministry the only 
one in your locality that God 
is using?

3. Is your ministry the best 
one that God is using?

4. Does your ministry 
provide services that no other 
provides?

5. Does your ministry 
provide services where they 
are needed and utilized?

Dear Norman:

You have some good observations 
and I would even expand your 
concept of “ministry” a bit if it can 
be tolerated by the readership.
I know the different models you 
presented. I have seen and at 
times attended a group that used 
each one of them. To be fair to 
those “narrow-minded” and often 
self-righteous Believers, there is 
a “true church”, but it is not in one 
place and it is not ever a physical 
or humanly-structured “church”. 

The true church is the people 
of Yah [God]. Thanks to the 
Ruach [Holy Spirit], all people 
can become part of His family, 
regardless of what humanly 
devised names anyone uses.
You are right about ministry 
models 1 & 2. I personally 
suffered the ill effects of them. I 
once reached out to a girl whose 
parents attended a “we are the 
true church” organization. Then 
they left that one to attend a 
‘truer church” group. I wrote 
her to establish relations in the 
hopes to eventually court her. 
I had entered the Messianic 
movement at that time, and it did 
not bother me which group she 
would attend. I knew she was a 
faithful commandment keeper 
and felt that if we were at least 
¾ in agreement we would be 
compatible.
But after exchanging a few 
letters, she made it clear that I 
would have to be a member of 
her specific church before she 
could consider marriage. I would 
have attended with her, but I 
could not become a “member” 
because I knew too much about 
what the Scriptures really teach. 
The last I heard, she was 28 and 
still unmarried; her brother was 
36 and the same. They were 
so shackled by their group’s 
paradigms that they were 
suffering from depression.
On the other hand, Jewish and 
Messianic models of ministry 

include an even broader base 
than what you described in your 
article. Long ago I read a good 
book from a rabbi about careers 
and faith. Our Father is to come 
first in every Believer’s life, but 
not everyone is called to “church” 
ministries. This rabbi explained 
how one can have a worldly 
vocation and be a minister (the 
Greek meaning is “servant”) of 
the Eternal at the same time. He 
included many biblical examples.
Many people will disagree with 
me, but I do not see a difference 
between religion and politics. 
Both are concerned with what is 
right and wrong, and how people 
should treat each other. I have 
seen more Christians “practicing 
politics” in church than I have in the 
world! Some are constantly trying 
to “get in” with the leadership and 
make sure they are perceived as 
righteous by the leaders and their 
fellow believers. 
I have been involved with third 
parties (neither Republican or 
Democrat) for decades and 
am becoming fully engaged in 
politics this year. To me, it will 
be as much of a ministry as 
it will be a vocation. In many 
ways, evangelizing the world is 
much like a political campaign! 
The concept of “separation of 
Church and State” is an American 
one, not a Messianic or Jewish 
one. When my eyes were finally 
opened, I felt liberated and have 
been prospering in all kinds of 
ways.



 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   • Summer 2017   17

I will give a caveat: not all non-
religious pursuits are “ministries” 
(such as my real estate work), 
but they can be. In other words, 
jobs and hobbies can be pursued 
specifically for the glory of our 
Father, or they can be pursued 
simply to earn money or have 
fun. On the other hand, many 
things we call ministry today are 
not really pursued for our Father’s 
purposes, but largely to make 
money and have fun. It is my belief 
that the Renaissance occurred 
in Europe because the Catholic 
Church had lost true leadership. 
There has been much rejection 
of Christianity before this modern 
day—that is why Europe is so 
secular now. It is why communism 
and socialism are so strong there; 
Christian ministries are not doing 
His work!

John Qavah
Dear John,

Thank you for your thought 
provoking letter. It is sad to hear 
your story about people who were 
mistreated by “church government.” 
I know quite a few people who 
married, did not marry or divorced 
based upon particular church groups 
they attended. In hindsight, it looked 
foolish to make such an important 
life decision on this basis because the 
church groups later broke up, merged, 
changed their rules or completely 
ended. In some cases, the church 
groups’ governance was almost 
as bad as the civil government’s 
governance which they say to avoid.

I think most people would be a little 
scared when hearing “little difference 
between religion and politics.” 
They see the purpose of religion to 
turn people to God and the purpose 
of politics to help people to work 
together to provide for their common 
physical needs and defense. But if 
we look at the Old Testament, there 
is integration between church and 
state. Kings were required to write 
their own copy of the biblical law and 
read from it every day (Deuteronomy 
17:18-19). The priests and prophets 
taught the law to the people, but 
the civil government carried out its 
benefits and its penalties. There are 
hundreds of statements requiring civil 
leaders to follow the laws of God. 
The civil government was required 
to prosecute people for religious 

crimes: heresy, blasphemy, sorcery, 
and Sabbath-breaking (Deuteronomy 
13; Leviticus 24:16; Exodus 22:18; 
31:14-15).

Throughout the middle ages, church 
and states have horribly misused 
these powers, and brought much 
suffering and death to many people 
unjustly. I agree with you; the 
European reaction was largely to 
dismiss the organized church—and 
today only some small percentage of 
people there attend a church. Even 
so, churches that remain are generally 
the larger denominations, now much 
weaker.

Whereas in the USA, the First 
Amendment clearly requires our 
governments not to support any 
particular “establishment of religion” 
(“ministry”, as used in this article), 
nor to restrict the free exercise of any 
religious establishment. Freedom 
was granted to people who simply 
worshipped God independently, as 
they best understood. Our constitution 
was dated “in the year of our Lord”—
not with a new secular dating system 
as the French sought to use after the 
French Revolution. History shows 
that nearly all of our founding fathers 
believed in the God of the Bible—
they quoted from the Bible more 
than any other book. And hence, 
the Bible was taught in our schools 
until the mid 1900s. I believe this is 
what made the USA the great nation 
that it was. The Old Testament tells 
all the people to choose just leaders 
for themselves (Deuteronomy 16:18-
20; 17:14-20). After 50 years with 
very little public Bible teaching, our 
nation has chosen many lying and 
corrupt leaders and we are in decline.

John the Baptist was put in prison 
because he corrected the civil leaders 
of his day from the Bible (Matthew 
14:3-4). Yet I have heard Christians 
say, “That is why the church should 
not be involved in politics.” But I 
have heard Christ say, “…among 
those born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist; 
but he who is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he” (Luke 7:28). I 
once wondered why Jesus made these 
statements together. Now it is clear. 
John was great because he carried 
out his mission to prepare the way for 
Jesus, and endured at the cost of his 
life. He will reign in the Kingdom of 
God with other believers yet to come:

This is a faithful saying: For if 
we died with Him, We shall also 
live with Him. If we endure, We 
shall also reign with Him. If we 
deny Him, He also will deny us (2 
Timothy 2:11-12).

All Believers should look forward 
to reigning with Christ. The 12 
apostles, the foundation of our faith, 
were promised the reward of judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 
19:28). All believers will become 
kings and priests (Revelation 5:10). 
So if governance is our destiny, 
why does the New Testament say 
so little about participating in 
civil governments? Because the 
unrighteous leaders and Israelites of 
Jesus’ day had lost the right to govern 
themselves—and were governed 
by their enemies—because of their 
disobedience to God (Leviticus 
26:17, 36-38; Deuteronomy 28:25, 
31-33, 48; 2 Kings 21:14; Nehemiah 
9:7-37; Psalm 106:40; Jeremiah 
40:6). 

The purpose of God and the work of 
His Church are accomplished in spite 
of civil governments. Jesus and his 
disciples were at times helped and 
at times harmed by Roman leaders, 
Jewish leaders, business people, 
synagogue attendees, “believers” and 
even the common people of the day.
Romans chapter 13 leaves no doubt 
that God has left authority in civil 
governments. No verses declare the 
end of human governments until 
Christ returns. Rather, there is much 
evaluation of civil government in the 
New Testament—whether it is good 
or bad. Jesus went as far as telling the 
Roman governor, Pilate, that his sin 
was less than the sin of the Jewish 
leaders who betrayed Him (John 
19:11).

However, the apostle Paul tells 
Believers to bypass civil governments 
and handle our own legal cases 
among ourselves when possible, 
since we will be judging the angels in 
the future (1Corinthains 6:1-6). Also, 
Christians were instructed to choose 
their leaders to serve their widows, 
choose a man to deliver valuable 
charity and assemble together to 
remove a flagrant sinner from the 
Church (Acts 6:1-4; 1 Corinthians 
16:3; 5:1).

There is no New Testament command 
to overthrow the civil governments 
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that God has put in power, nor is there 
any command to resign from them if 
one is a part of them. None of the 
dozen people with civil government 
positions in the New Testament are 
told to leave. The actions of two men 
show the right and wrong way to 
deal with a civil government that was 
trying to do something awful—kill 
Jesus Christ:

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, 
drew it and struck the high priest’s 
servant, and cut off his right ear. 
The servant’s name was Malchus. 
So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 
sword into the sheath. Shall I not 
drink the cup which My Father has 
given Me?” (John 18:10-11).

Now there was a man named 
Joseph, a member of the Council, 
a good and righteous man—he 
had not voted for their plan and 
action—from the Jewish town of 
Arimathea; and he was waiting for 
the kingdom of God (Luke 23:50-
51, ISV).

Peter’s efforts to fight the civil 
government were rebuked by Jesus: 
“Put your sword back in its sheath.” 
Joseph of Arimathea’s efforts to 
work through the civil government 
to save Jesus were praised: “a good 
and righteous man.” We also must 
remember, most of the other Believers 
ran and hid—or just did nothing—
probably still the most common 
course of action today when trials 
come upon believers. Sure, neither 
man was successful in saving Jesus 
because it was God’s plan for Jesus 
to die at the hands of corrupt human 
leaders. But we have Joseph’s good 
example of the right way to deal with 
civil government—to work through it 
for good, to whatever extent possible.
So, John, I think you will find yourself 
in a situation similar to Joseph’s. 

Most people in politics will not agree 
with you. They are not trying to 
apply the Scriptures to politics. You 
must already have that understanding 
because you are working with “third 
parties,” not the two major political 
parties. I frequently vote for third-
parties myself—not because I think 
the candidates will get elected, but 
because I strongly disagree with 
much of the major party candidates’ 
views. Like Joseph’s minority vote to 
save Jesus, it is a vote to say, “Better 
alternatives were available, why did 
you not use them.”

I see why you consider your political 
activities a ministry. It will be a hard-
fought battle and the achievements 
and rewards may be small. You 
cannot be doing this for the power or 
money. But like Joseph of Arimathea, 
you can be a shining light of the right 
way to do things in a political world 
that often ignores the Bible. 

You have more help. The book of 
Daniel shows how righteous men 
behave with high positions in civil 
government. John the Baptist gives 
people of power a little lesson 
about basic honesty—often a scarce 
commodity in civil government:

Then tax collectors also came to be 
baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, 
what shall we do?”  And he said to 
them, “Collect no more than what 
is appointed for you.” Likewise the 
soldiers asked him, saying, “And 
what shall we do?” So he said to 
them, “Do not intimidate anyone 
or accuse falsely, and be content 
with your wages” (Luke 3:12-14).

I am sometimes amazed at how 
many religious leaders cherish their 
religious freedom in the U.S.A., 
but who also teach Christians not to 
vote or work for civil governments. 
How did we get these freedoms? Did 
God write our constitution, give it 
to secular leaders, and say, “Here, I 
have protected my Believers?” No! It 
was the result of largely God-fearing 
people who were willing to declare 
independence from a corrupt English 
government so they could worship 
God as they understood from the 
Scripture. 

Keep on praying and studying, and 
make your political work a blessing 
to others.

6/27/17

To Whom It May Concern:

Today I received a copy of the 
Winter/Spring 2017 Shepherd’s 
Voice in the mail, courtesy of Rod 
Koozmin. Thank you kindly for 
sending the copy. While I found 
some of the articles interesting 
and was provoked to continue 
the gracious subscription, I have 
to ask that you discontinue our 
subscription for the reason below.

I was very dismayed by the 
answer to the letter about 
Isa. 9:6 (Heb., v. 5). While I 
appreciated the respondent’s 
polite demeanor, there was a 
simple, straightforward answer to 
the questions raised by the letter, 
which was never acknowledged or 
even considered, as far as I could 
see. Had the respondent known 
Hebrew or even asked someone 
who knows Hebrew to write a 
response, the issue quickly could 
have been clarified and resolved.

The resolution to the issue rests 
with the vowel pointing and form 
of the Hebrew word avi (“father”), 
which is followed by the maqqeph 
(short horizontal stroke) in the 
Hebrew text.

First, avi (with the half vowel khatef 
patakh and the hireq yod) = the 
construct of the absolute form of av 
(“father”), which appears with the 
long vowel qamets. In many cases, 
the construct form of av appears 
with a patakh without the hireq yod, 
but in several cases it does have 
the khatef patakh with the hireq yod, 
as in Isa. 9:6. The vowel change 
would probably go unnoticed by 
non-Hebrew readers (as seems to 
be the case with our respondent 
and inquirer), but those who read 
Hebrew can easily identify the 
issue. Next, the word avi is joined 
with the maqqeph to the following 
word ‘ad (“everlasting, etc.”), 
which also seems to appear in 
SVM with the initial Hebrew letter 
tsade rather than an ayin. (BHS 
[Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 
manuscript] has the two words 
conjoined instead of using the 
maqqeph.)

While one could argue that the 
pointing and maqqeph were added 
later and these two words could 
be read as the inquirer proposed, 
I saw nothing in the apparatus of 
BHS or in the lexicon that would 
indicate it should be read and 
interpreted differently (e.g., the 
word av consistently appeared 
with the qamets, not the khatef 
patakh or patakh for the construct 
forms, when the various singular 
suffixes, such as “my”, “your 
singular”, etc., were applied). The 
conjoined words literally mean 
“father of perpetuity or ages” (it 
can be interpreted as “Everlasting 
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Father”). Adding even more 
credence to my interpretation is the 
fact that this expression appears 
in a list consisting of the first word 
in the construct form/proper name 
followed by a modifier, such as 
a participle, adjective, or noun 
(RSV: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God ... Prince of 
Peace”). A subject and predicate 
sandwiched between this series 
would be strange indeed. This 
is the reason, plain and simple, 
that the inquirer cannot find any 
known translation that supports 
his dubious proposal. 

If the text actually meant “My 
Father is everlasting” as proposed, 
then readers could have expected 
to find avi with a qamets and hireq 
yod and the words separated 
(not conjoined or appearing with 
a maqqeph), either with ‘ad before 
or following avi due to the poetic 
nature of this section of Isaiah. 
Moreover, the SVM author 
seemed unaware of a variant 
reading in the Septuagint text 
(Codex Alexandrinus, ca. 400s 
AD) that essentially agrees with 
the Hebrew text. The dominant 
reading is as cited in the response.

The answer to the larger question 
of the interpretation and theology 
of the passage rests with a 
knowledge of and the expression’s 
application in its historical context 
(Isa. 9:1-7). A Bible software 
program cannot do justice to this 
question, only knowing Hebrew 
and exegesis well enough to 
avoid needless speculation. I 
am saddened that our ministers 
know very little Hebrew, Greek, 
and Aramaic, to actually “do the 
best” that they are called upon. If 
you would like to discuss possible 
solutions to this dilemma, I would 
be happy to talk further.

Regards,
 
Gary A. Staszak, M.A., C.A.S., 
Director 
Sowers of the Seed 
P.O. Box 1846 
Manassas, VA 20108-1846 
Tel: 703-396-7493  
E-mail: info@sowersoftheseed.
org Web: www.sowersoftheseed.
org FB: @sowersoftheseed
 

Dear Gary,

Thank you very much for your letter 
and detailed Hebrew explanation. It 
is wonderful that you have so much 
detailed knowledge of the original 
languages manuscripts. I appreciate 
you helping our readers understand 
the true meaning of this verse—
much better than I was able to do. 
As I mentioned, my Bible search 
program showed that there was no 
other place where that exact form 
occurred, so I had nothing that my 
language-limited ability allowed me 
to compare with. Your way is best. 
If I had known you beforehand, I 
would have gladly sent you the letter 
and asked you to explain it as you 
had time. Yes, I would like to discuss 
possible solutions to answering Bible 
Questions depending on original 
language translation.

As it is, I use the less-adequate 
computer programs and pray that 
I do not mislead myself or anyone 
else. Even though I did not have 
your resources to explain the matter 
precisely, God saw to it that I did not 
lead our readers astray.

That being said, I hope that you 
will also understand that there are 
many spiritual and educational gifts 
and that we are not all gifted alike. 
So there is a lot of room for people 
to minister who do not understand 
original languages. Certainly, many 
SVM readers will do some research 
from your letter and learn even more 
about Hebrew from it. I would think 
most have read the Bible through and 
are eager to learn something new 
about it. On the other had, I have 
read that most professing Christians 
have never read the Bible all the way 
through in any translation. These 
people would benefit greatly from 
almost any truthful Bible teaching, 
even if the teacher knew almost 
nothing of Hebrew, Aramaic or 
Greek. 

At the opposite extreme, I presently 
run a ministry to homeless people 
in Port Austin, Michigan. Some of 
the guests we serve cannot read, 
others cannot understand many of 
the complexities that we are covering 
here. Most would be doing well to 
learn that God loves them, He gave 
10 commandments, He decides what 
sin is, He sent Jesus to die for their 
sins, they must repent and they must 

surrender their life to God. Some of 
the people who are most effective 
in teaching them have not read the 
Bible through either—but they pray, 
have faith and have love for others. I 
would never consider their efforts in 
these circumstances as insufficient as 
to disregard, discredit or discontinue 
working with them.

I will refrain from going into a 
discussion of the many spiritual gifts 
and why we need all of them, but I 
will honor you for your knowledge 
of languages and seek to spread it to 
other brethren who may be interested. 
We are continuing your subscription 
so that you may see the publication of 
this answer. I looked at your website 
and like your “non-denominational, 
non-sectarian” approach of an 
education ministry at which you are 
perhaps skilled—yet willing to work 
with a diversity of Believers.. The 
costs look affordable and the college 
credit options helpful to many people. 
I wish you well in your efforts.  May 
God bless your efforts. 

5/18/17
Dear Norm:

I would like to share some of my 
thoughts and a question about 
Jim Patterson’s article, 
The Independent 
Ministries of Jesus Christ 
and John the Baptist, 
SVM, Winter-Spring 2017. 

Church organizational structure is 
one thing, but when accompanied 
by exclusivism, effecting the 
denial of legitimacy of any and 
all other organizations, whether 
organized or ‘independent’, a 
seriously detrimental condition 
operates.  Carrying the matter 
further, exclusivism includes 
the idea that to ‘leave’ that sole 
organization amounts to forfeiting 
ones’ salvation.  Such a concept 
reveals a misconception as to 
what salvation really is.  It is also 
detrimental to the growth potential 
of the Body overall, limiting all 
evangelical operations to just a 
selected ‘approved’ echelon of 
‘elders’.  

While a particular ‘independent’ 
individual or group may be 
‘independent’ of them, they are not 
necessarily independent of the 
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True Master, as is the commonly 
presented allegation.   We all too 
often consider the momentary 
structural situation, not taking into 
account the overall perspective of 
history.  Many religious efforts and 
entities have come and gone over 
the centuries, not affiliated with 
each other, necessarily, but one 
with the True Master.

It is true that any collective effort 
must be organized in some 
manner.  People working together 
can accomplish a lot more than 
individuals or small groups can.  
Diversity of Gifts is a clear Biblical 
situation, and no individual is 
endowed with all useful Gifts 
or Talents.  It is expected that 
people pool their Talents and 
work together.  The very idea of 
evangelists going out ‘two by 
two’ demonstrates the benefits of 
mutual counsel and the resulting 
enhanced effectiveness that that 
particular ‘ministerial effort’ can 
achieve.  

While no organizational form 
seems to be recognized in the 
NT, what there is seems to 
be obscured or dismissed by 
those who advocate the typical 
organizational structure, which is 
most often closed, unaccountable 
and ‘top down’. Some will claim 
rulership by ‘elders’ or a ‘council’. 
The overriding thing to consider 
here is when such a ‘council’ is 
staffed by resigned “yes men” who 
have no capacity or opportunity 
for ‘independent’ thought or a 
real say in anything.  To endorse 
the dictates and decisions of the 
Chief Leader(ship) or be ‘fired’ is 
the unfortunate situation that we 
have seen. Anyone appearing to 
be a ‘scholar’ is often intimidated, 
discredited or expelled if they had 
not been ‘appointed’ to the task.  
Scholars were expected to confirm 
the leadership’s teachings, not 
embark on a genuine quest for full 
understanding.

The Biblical examples reflect 
the chief honor toward the local 
servant (minister), not so much 
the ‘chief overseer’ as is usual. It is 
the local servant who knows each 
individual in his congregation, 
(the remote corporate leader 
does not) thus bearing a greater 
responsibility for their spiritual 

welfare, and worthy of the credit 
for their degree of proficiency.  
Further, the membership is 
charged with the oversight of 
their congregational affairs, 
including the assessment of 
their Servant’s effectiveness, 
or lack thereof.  It isn’t just the 
Overseer (Bishop) who has a 
responsibility to oversee, the 
congregation does as well, 
overseeing the performance 
of their entire ministry.  “Know 
them by their fruits” expresses 
this mandate. 

We must always make a 
clear distinction between the 
Church and the Work of a 
particular church organization.  
Organization has its benefits, 
but it is not the Church.  Any 
group of individuals who 
collaborate to do a Work 
will need to operate with 
a degree of organization.  
However, this group/work is 
not the Church.  (That is where 
‘exclusivism’ injects a serious 
misconception.)  Such an 
organized Work can do well or 
poorly, depending on the God-
given Talents and the application 
thereof.  Human personalities 
can be detrimental.  Coveting 
of Power over accomplishment 
can pose another detriment. 
It’s when we look at the 
organization as the Church, 
rather than any particular sub-
organization being a part of the 
Church that we leave ourselves 
handicapped.  We are, have 
always been and always will 
be a Body, with differing parts 
throughout the ages.  No “Work” 
organization has any exclusive 
claim to being “the Church” in its 
entirety.  Such a concept all too 
often leaves Talents folded up 
in a napkin.  Talents that could 
and should be developed.  This 
is where a certain degree of 
‘independence’ from the typical 
mental model is essential.

Any corporation – within itself 
– has the right to make the 
decisions appropriate to its 
own Mission, but that should 
not carry over to the exclusion 
of or the discreditation of 
other parallel “Works’.  A “right 
hand of Fellowship” should 
exist among and between all 
who have God’s Spirit. This 

is where the admission of such 
situation can be confounding to 
some “organizations” who present 
themselves as the “Only True 
Church” when the best that could 
be said of them is that they might 
be a part of the one True Church. If 
they were honest, they should be 
able to admit that the promotional 
push is not so much to honor God 
and expound His Truth, but toward 
self-preservation and leadership 
esteem.  

Mr. Patterson’s reference to 
Jesus’ work as an ‘independent 
ministry’ throws a certain light on 
the definition of ‘independent’.  
He was not independent of His 
Father.  He was not obligated to 
conform to any earthly authority 
structure.  Those who truly serve 
God are similarly ‘authorized’, 
so long as they work under His 
inspiration.  Such people would 
not be contemptuous of parallel 
“Works” who are oriented to 
service toward those being called.  
(Mk.9:38-41)

The issue at this point, once we 
understand the function and value 
of a degree of ‘independence’ 
(that meaning  being subject first 
to the same LORD, and to any 
organization only as it benefits the 
True Mission of a person or group), 
then under what arrangement can 
we collaborate to the betterment 
of all involved?  

—Richard Traver

 Dear Richard,

I agree with your letter. I feel new 
insight from the concept of Jesus as 
an independent minister. He clearly 
did not join any of the many religious 
or political factions of his day. He did 
not try to point out the best one or the 
worst one. He did not try to get people 
to quit groups, change groups or even 
start his own synagogues or churches. 
He taught people the truth, wherever 
they were: in the temple, synagogues 
or just outdoors. They witnessed his 
love, healing and teaching—and they 
kept coming. Why should we expect 
Jesus to work any differently in us, 
today? The New Testament church 
began to meet separately as they were 
cast out of synagogues, but there was 
no recorded plan to build buildings or 
to pay regular salaries. There are just 
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doctrines and practices that 
clearly disqualify them. For 
example, people who do not 
really believe that Jesus Christ 
came in the flesh (1 John 4:2-
3). Polytheist groups are also in 
this category—those who see the 
God of the Bible as just one of 
many gods.    
  

2. People who might be Christians, 
but with whom we cannot 
effectively work together. 
Exclusivist Christian groups 
are often in this category. If we 
were to evangelize with them, 
they would want to teach all new 
believers that one must join their 
organization—which would be 
taking them away from God. 
Even so, sometimes individual 
brethren in these groups will 
work with us contrary to their 
organizations teaching. As 
another example, some groups 
are so tolerant of fornication and 
adultery that they are a danger 
to those wanting to follow the 
Scripture.

3. Other Christians with whom we 
can work. We may have small 
or even large differences on 
doctrine and practices, but still 
agree on a central ministry to 
perform together. The emphasis 
is to bring people to God, not 
to make Christians “just like 
us”. We should not offend them 
by frequently pointing out our 
differences. If our doctrines and 
practices are needed by these 
other believers, God will draw 
them to us and they will want to 
know.

4. Christians with similar beliefs to 
ours. These are the brethren with 
whom we should associate with 
most closely and allow “iron to 
sharpen iron”. But we should 
never make the mistake of 
thinking we are “God’s favorite” 
or “better than other Christians”. 

I think these general principles are 
very helpful, but deciding who we 
will work with, and when, is 
something we simply need to seek 
Christ for on a case by case basis. He 
is able to lead His Church. We simply 
need faith that He will and accept the 
work that He does..

promises God would take care of us 
as we are doing His work.

I will spend the rest of my space 
trying to answer your final, very good 
question. I have thought about it for 
years. The answer lies in a particular 
aspect of the ministry of Jesus. Jesus 
was perfect and righteous, yet he 
taught, associated with and even ate 
with all manner of people—even 
known “sinners.” He was among 
them, but he never let their sin cause 
him to sin.

In a similar manner, Christians who 
understand the truth of working by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, should 
form the right kinds of congregations 
and ministries, but not be afraid to 
work with groups who do not yet 
understand these things. For many 
Christians, all they know is a church 
denomination or organization. They 
have often seen many people come to 
God there, the Bible taught, healings, 
praise music written and performed, 
etc. Their missions and ministries, 
which are frequently good, are often 
performed by the single organization 
that is also the central, doctrinally 
controlling, church organization. 
Convincing them that this is not 
the biblical way to organize may 
take decades—or a bad experience 
within a church organization. Can 
you recall the numerous places in the 
New Testament where true believers 
had to be convinced that Gentiles 
could be saved without following the 
ceremonial Old Testament law? That 
took decades to depart.

Bible Believing Christians should:

1. Know our salvation is 
dependent upon what Jesus has done 
for us, then our repentance and faith 
in God. It is not dependent upon any 
human group.
2. Want to assemble with other 
believers to edify one another. We 
should find a place where we can both 
learn and receive help—and also be a 
help to others. Local congregations 
should be formed with whatever 
amount of structure is needed to be 
effective.
3. Form ministries to do 
Christian work: preach the gospel, 
help the poor, heal the sick, 
encourage the suffering, etc. The 
ministry purposes should come first, 
and then the structure is built around 
it. If a group collects money to do a 

ministry in the future, it will collect 
people who mostly want money.
4. Abandon fears of giving to 
small groups with minimal structure. 
It is important to give to a group or 
person whom you know and in whom 
you have seen real spiritual fruit. 
5. Avoid forming organizations 
that do these things: a) claim to be 
the exclusive or best church, b) 
require a profession of allegiance 
to the organization, c) define a 
specific set of doctrines that are 
“essential for salvation”. or d) exert 
top-down control over many local 
congregations.

Bible Believing Christians should 
be willing to work with other 
believers:

1. … who are willing to work with 
you. This is sometimes amazing, 
as God apparently blinds some 
very diverse Christians to their 
“differences” and they are able to 
accomplish much together.

2. … who do not cause you to stray 
from what you understand to be 
true and right.

3. … who have some doctrines or 
practices you consider in error—
but who may learn from you by 
being in contact with you.

4. … who have spiritual gifts or right 
doctrines or practices that you do 
not—you may be able to learn 
from them after seeing real fruit 
from these things.

We must always remember Jesus 
admonition: “For with what judgment 
you judge, you will be judged; and 
with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you” (Matthew 
7:2). If we judge somebody to 
be an unbeliever because of their 
deficiency—or for a spiritual gift or 
right doctrine that they understand 
and we do not—can we expect to be 
judged as an unbeliever as well? 

Who are you to judge another’s 
servant? To his own master he stands 
or falls. Indeed, he will be made to 
stand, for God is able to make him 
stand (Romans 14:4).

We need to make a distinction 
between these four different kinds of 
professing Christians:

1. People who claim to be 
Christians, but who hold to 
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Before we look at a few positive ex-
amples in the Bible about how some 
people reacted when other people 
sought to worship them, let’s notice 
how easy it is to justify bad behavior. 

Easy to Justify 

The Bible mentions that it is easy for 
people to justify their mistakes and 
sins. The heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 
17:9). People do wrong things think-
ing that they are serving God (John 
16:2, Acts 8:3 and Acts 9:1-2). Paul 
described the ongoing struggle that 
people have with doing the right 
thing (Romans 7:15,19). 

The Bible is filled with examples of 
people making bad choices. Let’s no-
tice how Aaron and Saul (of the Old 
Testament) justified their bad deci-
sions. 

Aaron’s Mistake 

Bible students are well aware of the 
story of the golden calf (in Exodus 
32). When Moses didn’t come down 
from the mountain as quickly as the 
people expected, they approached 
Aaron to make a golden calf (Exodus 
32:1-3). After Aaron was finished 
making the idol, he said: “This is 
your god, O Israel, that brought you 
out of the land of Egypt” (verse 4). 

Dave Havir 

Much is written in the Bible about 
the adversary. In the book of Revela-
tion, he is called “the great dragon, 
the serpent of old, the devil and Sa-
tan” (Revelation 12:9 and 20:2). 

Bible students are aware that one of 
his greater character flaws is his de-
sire to have people to bow down to 
worship him. We see this revealed in 
his dealing with the Son of God—
when he sought to influence the Son 
of God to sin. Notice some highlights 
from Matthew’s account of the temp-
tation. 

“If you are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread” 
(Matthew 4:3). 

“If you are the Son of God, throw 
Yourself down” (Matthew4:6). 
“All these things I will give You if 
You will fall down and worship me” 
(Matthew 4:9).

This is merely one proof of the idea 
that the devil wants to be worshiped. 
But this article is not primarily about 
spending time discussing scriptures 
about the devil. Rather, this article 
will notice scriptures about people 
who were tempted to exhibit the 
flawed character trait of the devil. 

Following the Wavelength 

The devil wants to be worshiped. 
It should come as no surprise that 
people who are heavily influenced 
by the wavelength of the devil also 
want to be worshiped. Some people 
(including religious people) have a 
lust to be worshiped, and they overt-
ly behave in a way to demonstrate 
their desire to be worshiped. Other 
people (including religious people) 
have a lust to be worshiped, but they 
are subtle in fulfilling their desire 
to be worshiped. And some other 
people (including religious people) 
do not have a burning desire to be 
worshiped, but they allow a group 
of people to draw them into sin. 

After Aaron built an altar, he made a 
proclamation: “Tomorrow is a feast 
to the Lord” (verse 5). When Moses 
returned, he confronted Aaron about 
his role in the matter: 

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did 
this people do to you that you have 
brought so great a sin upon them?” 
(Exodus 32:21)

In Aaron’s response, he partially 
blamed the people for influencing him:

So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger 
of my lord become hot. You know the 
people, that they are set on evil. For 
they said to me, ‘Make us gods that 
shall go before us; as for this Mo-
ses, the man who brought us out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him.’ And I said 
to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let 
them break it off.’ So they gave it to 
me, and I cast it into the fire, and this 
calf came out’ ” (Exodus 32:22-24).

Two of Saul’s Mistakes 

Bible students are aware of the story 
about King Saul making an unauthor-
ized offering in the account found in 
1 Samuel 13. After Saul led an army 
to victory over the Philistines, he re-
mained at Gilgal (verses 1-7). While 
waiting for Samuel to come to offer 

Some Do Not Want People to Kowtow to Them

 It should come as no surprise that people who are heavily influenced 
by the wavelength of the devil also want to be worshiped.



 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   • Summer 2017   23

ship God! For the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 
19:10).

Angel’s Reaction Again 

In Revelation 22, we find a continua-
tion of the account of John describing 
his visions. John described the New 
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-27) with 
the river of life (1-5) and the idea 
of the Son of God returning (verses 
6-7). It was at this point that John 
described himself making the same 
mistake. Notice verse 8:

Now I, John, saw and heard these 
things. And when I heard and saw, I 
fell down to worship before the feet 
of the angel who showed me these 
things (Revelation 22:8).

How did the angel react to John’s 
mistake? See verse 9:

Then he said to me, “See that you do 
not do that. For I am your fellow ser-
vant, and of your brethren the proph-
ets, and of those who keep the words 
of this book. Worship God” (Revela-
tion 22:9).

Gideon’s Response 

Do you remember the earlier Old Tes-
tament examples of Aaron and King 
Saul when they allowed the people 
to influence them to sin? Well, let’s 
now look at an Old Testament ex-
ample where a man did not allow the 
desires of people to override his de-
sire to please God. The man’s name 
is Gideon and the story is found in 
Judges 8. 

Gideon led the army of Israel to sub-
due the Midianites (Judges 8:1-21). 
The men of Israel made a request:

Then the men of Israel said to Gide-
on, “Rule over us, both you and your 
son, and your grandson also; for you 
have delivered us from the hand of 
Midian” (Judges 8:22).
Notice how Gideon responded:
 
But Gideon said to them, “I will not 
rule over you, nor shall my son rule 
over you; the LORD shall rule over 
you” (Judges 8:23).

How would you respond if other peo-
ple came to you to ask you to rule 
over them? 

A man, who was crippled from birth 
and who had never walked, arose to 
his feet (verses 8-10). 

The people reacted to the healing by 
describing Paul and Barnabas in the 
following manner: “The gods have 
come down to us in the likeness of 
men” (verse 11). The people called 
Barnabas Jupiter and called Paul 
Mercury—because Paul was the 
main speaker (verse 12). 

The priest of Zeus (whose temple 
was in front of their city) brought 
animals to the gates with the in-
tent to sacrifice with the multitudes 
(verse 13). 

How did Paul and Barnabas react to 
the priest of Zeus and the multitude 
in the city? Notice verses 14-17: 

But when the apostles Barnabas 
and Paul heard this, they tore their 
clothes and ran in among the mul-
titude, crying out and saying, ‘Men, 
why are you doing these things? 
We also are men with the same na-
ture as you, and preach to you that 
you should turn from these useless 
things to the living God, who made 
the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all 
things that are in them, who in by-
gone generations allowed all nations 
to walk in their own ways. Never-
theless He did not leave Himself 
without witness, in that He did good, 
gave us rain from heaven and fruit-
ful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness’ (Acts 14:14-17).

Angel’s Reaction 

In Revelation 19, we find a portion 
of the account of John describing his 
visions.  He described the heavenly 
host praising God (verses 1-6) and 
he goes on to describe the marriage 
of the Lamb and the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb (verses 7-9). It was 
at this point that John described his 
mistake. Notice the first part of verse 
10: 

“And I fell at his feet to worship 
him” (Revelation 19:10).

How did the angel react to John’s 
mistake? See the later part of verse 
10: 

But he said to me, “See that you 
do not do that! I am your fellow 
servant, and of your brethren who 
have the testimony of Jesus. Wor-

a burnt offering and peace offerings, 
the people scattered from Saul (verse 
8). Seeing the scattering, Saul offered 
the burnt offering (verse 9), and the 
Lord was not happy (verses 10-14). 

Bible students are aware of the story 
about King Saul sparing the people 
of Amalek as presented in 1 Samuel 
15. God gave specific instructions to 
King Saul (verse 3). Saul did not fol-
low all of the instructions (verse 9). 
When Samuel confronted Saul about 
his not following the instructions 
(verse 14), Saul blamed the people 
(verse 15). 

Five Good Responses 

After looking at the mistakes of Aar-
on and Saul, let’s look at five situa-
tions that engendered good respons-
es.  

Peter’s Reaction 

In Acts 10, we find the story of Cor-
nelius meeting Peter after both of 
them had visions. 

Cornelius was a centurion in the Ital-
ian Regiment (verse 1). Cornelius 
was a devout man (verse 2). Corne-
lius had a vision in which an angel 
of the Lord instructed him to send 
people to Joppa to see Peter (verses 
3-8). As the traveling men were ap-
proaching Joppa, Peter had a vision 
while he was getting ready to eat 
(verses 9-16). 

As Peter was contemplating the 
meaning of the vision (verse 17), the 
three men communicated Cornelius’s 
invitation for Peter to visit Caesarea 
(verses 18- 22). Peter accepted the 
invitation and left Joppa (verse 23). It 
was at this point that Cornelius made 
a mistake. Notice verse 25: 

As Peter was coming in, Cornelius 
met him and fell down at his feet and 
worshiped him (Acts 10:25).

How did Peter react to Cornelius’s 
mistake? 

But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
‘Stand up; I myself am also a man 
(Acts 10:26).

Paul’s and Barnabas’s Reaction 

In Acts 14, we find the story of Paul 
and Barnabas being a part of the 
healing of a crippled man in Lystra. 
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Shortly before Jesus ascended 
into Heaven after being raised 
from the dead, He instructed 
His apostles to “[g]o ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:18-20).

But throughout the Book of Acts, 
the apostles and other disciples 
are recorded as baptizing 
converts, “in the name of the 
Lord” or in the name of “Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 2:38, Acts 8:12-16, 
Acts 10:48, Acts 19:5).

This perceived contradiction 
has been the source of 
disagreement among 
professing Christians for 
centuries, even among some 
within the Churches of God.  
Some contend that when 
a candidate for baptism is 
baptized, the officiant must 
strictly use the phrase “. . . 
in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.” Others 
contend that the officiant 
ought to use the phrase “ . . . 
in the name of Jesus Christ.”

But is there really a mandatory 
phrase that we must recite 
when baptizing a new member 
into God’s family?

When a President of the United 
States takes his or her affirmation 
to office, the officiant asks the 
incoming President to recite a pre-
written pledge, the words of which 
are prescribed in Article Two of 
the United States Constitution.  
According to Article II:

Before he enter on the Execution 
of his Office, he shall take the 
following Oath or Affirmation:—
”I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will faithfully execute the 
Office of President of the United 
States, and will to the best of my 
ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the 
United States.”

As we can see, the exact phrasing 
of the Presidential affirmation 
is spelled out right in the U.S. 
Constitution.  In fact, when 
Supreme Court Justice John 
Roberts misplaced a few phrases 
in administering the affirmation to 
President Barack Obama in 2009, 
Roberts administered a corrected 
oath to Obama a few hours later 
to ensure that they had complied 
with the Article Two mandate.

But does the Bible require this 
same specificity in baptizing a 
follower of Christ?  No, for the 
following reasons.

When our Savior commissioned 
his disciples to baptize new 
disciples, he did not order them 
to use a certain phrase.  He did 
not say, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them 
reciting the following affirmation 
. . . “;  he simply told them that 
baptizing new disciples is what 
they were to do.

In fact, if Jesus was introducing 
a mandatory baptism formula in 
Matthew 28, to the exclusion of all 

Edward Malone

Scribe’s Square

“In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”
or “In the Name of Jesus Christ?”

The Scribe’s attempt to resolve the controversy over 
which words to use at baptism
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others, then all those baptisms 
his disciples administered prior 
to that time would have been no 
good (John 4:1-2).

It is even more important to note 
that it is the faith of the baptizee 
rather than the exact phrase 
used by the baptizer that is the 
operating force in a disciple’s 
conversion.  Ephesians 2:8-9 
says, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.”  And in 1 Samuel 
16:7, God said, “man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but the 
Yahweh looketh on the heart.”

The apostle Paul notes in 2 
Corinthians 3:5-6 that our 
competence comes not from 
man, but from God, “ who hath 
made us able ministers of the 
new testament; not of the letter, 
but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit giveth 
life.” Those in the Church of 
God picking fights over which 
words to recite at baptism 
should be careful to remember 
this declaration.

But is there a contradiction 
between baptizing in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit as found in Matthew 28 
and baptizing in the name of 
Jesus Christ as found in the 
book of Acts?  No.

Political philosopher Ayn Rand 
once said,  “Contradictions do 
not exist. Whenever you think 
you are facing a contradiction, 
check your premises. You will 
find that one of them is wrong.”  
Rand was certainly no believer 
in the Bible, but her observation 
is true as it pertains to God’s 
word.  When you ever start to 

think that scripture contradicts 
itself, you should check your 
premises and you will find that 
one or more of them is wrong.

In Matthew 28, the Greek word 
translated “in” is eis, and it 
means into, unto, or toward.  
Thus, the immersion into water 
of a person who truly believes 
in Jesus Christ and has repented 
of his or her sins symbolizes 
an immersion into or toward 
a relationship with God the 
Father, Jesus Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit which comes from 
God. (Psalm 2:7; Micah 6:8; John 
1:12; Romans 6:1-18; Romans 
8:29 Galatians 3:27; Galatians 4:7; 
1 Corinthians 12:13; Hebrews 
5:5; Galatians 3:26; 1 John 2:6; 1 
John 1:5-10).

In the book of Acts and 
elsewhere, the word translated 
“in” -- as it pertains to being 
baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ -- is epi and it means “on” 
or “upon,” often meaning upon 
some foundation or authority.  
It is the same word Jesus used 
when proclaiming that His 
church would be built upon 
“this Rock” and in the lesson 
about building one’s house upon 
a rock or upon sand  (Matthew 
7:24-28; Matthew 16:18).  Thus, 
any officiant who baptizes a 
new disciple is baptizing that 
person upon the foundation 
or authority of Jesus Christ.  In 
other words, it is Jesus who is 
authorizing the baptism (Luke 
24:44-48; John 4:1-12; Acts 2:38).

People who desire to enter into 
human relationships such as 
friendships and marriages do not 
need to recite a specific or rigid 
formula to do so.  The intent and 
actions of the parties determine 
whether the relationship has 

been formed.  Friendships form 
all the time without regard to 
the specific words which invoke 
the friendship.  The same is true 
with a believer who is baptized 
into the name of God the Father, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.

People who act as agents upon 
the authority of others do not 
need to recite a specific or rigid 
formula to do so.  The intent and 
actions of the parties determine 
whether the agency has been 
formed.  Mothers send their 
children to the grocery store as 
agents to buy things on their 
behalf all the time without 
requiring their children to recite 
a specific or rigid formula to do 
so.  The same is true with an 
officiant who baptizes a new 
believer on behalf of Jesus Christ.
Of course, no minister claiming 
to be a follower of Christ ought 
to baptize a new convert in the 
name of Baal or Tammuz.  And 
no believer in Christ ought to 
allow himself or herself to be 
baptized this way.  Let us not 
get ridiculous.  

The point of this essay is to 
illustrate that a baptism is 
valid as long as the intent of 
the baptizer is to immerse the 
candidate upon Jesus’ authority 
and the intent of the baptizee is 
to enter into a relationship with 
God the Father and Jesus Christ 
through the Holy Spirit.

Let us be thankful for the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ which 
made this all possible.

Scribe’s Square is the copyright 
of Edward Malone and Death to 
Life Ministries, Inc.
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Hurricane Harvey
Daniel Botha

Few Americans took notice when tropical storm Harvey moved across the south of the Gulf of Mexico. It happens every 
summer. The heat off North Africa generates the energy that sets in motion a series of storms that then move from east 
to west across the Atlantic toward the Caribbean. Most of them fizzle out when they reach the Yucatan Peninsula in south 
eastern Mexico that separates the Caribbean from the Gulf of Mexico. Some years a great deal of rain is dumped on that 
area causing mud slides and deaths, all a long way from the consciousness of most Americans.

Then tropical storm Harvey turned north, heading over the warm waters of the Gulf. Suddenly the attention of Americans 
was caught. Harvey was predicted to strengthen into a category one, then two, then three, then, as if from nowhere, a 
category four hurricane.

Few have ever looked at the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale, the scale by which storms are categorized for the benefit, 
and warnings, of all concerned. It reads like a description from the Apocalypse:

Category Sustained Winds Types of Damage Due to Hurricane Winds

1
74-95 mph
64-82 kt

119-153 km/h

Very dangerous winds will produce some damage: Well-
constructed frame homes could have damage to roof, shingles, vinyl 
siding and gutters. Large branches of trees will snap and shallowly 
rooted trees may be toppled. Extensive damage to power lines and 
poles likely will result in power outages that could last a few to 
several days.

2
96-110 mph

83-95 kt
154-177 km/h

Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage: Well-
constructed frame homes could sustain major roof and siding 
damage. Many shallowly rooted trees will be snapped or uprooted 
and block numerous roads. Near-total power loss is expected with 
outages that could last from several days to weeks.

3
(major)

111-129 mph
96-112 kt

178-208 km/h

Devastating damage will occur: Well-built framed homes may 
incur major damage or removal of roof decking and gable ends. 
Many trees will be snapped or uprooted, blocking numerous roads. 
Electricity and water will be unavailable for several days to weeks 
after the storm passes.

4
(major)

130-156 mph
113-136 kt

209-251 km/h

Catastrophic damage will occur: Well-built framed homes can 
sustain severe damage with loss of most of the roof structure and/
or some exterior walls. Most trees will be snapped or uprooted 
and power poles downed.Fallen trees and power poles will isolate 
residential areas. Power outages will last weeks to possibly months. 
Most of the area will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.

5
 (major)

157 mph or higher 
137 kt or higher 252 

km/h or higher

Extremely Catastrophic damage will occur: A high percentage 
of framed homes will be destroyed, with total roof failure and wall 
collapse. Fallen trees and power poles will isolate residential areas. 
Power outages will last for weeks to possibly months. Most of the 
area will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.
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Suddenly everyone in south Texas 
was looking at the weather map. 
Where would Harvey come ashore?

We live in Rockwall, thirty miles east 
of Dallas and almost three hundred 
miles from the Gulf Coast. We are 
not threatened by hurricanes, but the 
aftermath of these storms can cause 
us to get very wet and we can be 
threatened by tornadoes; however, 
Harvey posed no threat to us. Then I 
heard that my son-in-law’s sister was 
heading to Rockport on the coast to 
fetch her children and relocate them 
away from the storm. I looked at a 
map. Rockport, just east of Corpus 
Christi was exactly where Harvey was 
predicted to make landfall. The storm 
had become personal to our family.  
The report from Rockport was that 
a tree fell and slightly damaged our 
family’s house down there. That’s 
all. Most of the homes, however, 
in Rockport were demolished into 
rubble

The people in Corpus Christi (a city 
of over three hundred thousand) must 
have uttered a collective sigh of relief 
when Harvey made landfall east of 
their city. It rained a great deal but the 
severe winds passed them by. Not so 
with Rockport that, from all accounts, 
was totally destroyed. Fortunately, 
its ten thousand inhabitants had 
evacuated.

Normally everyone in the path of a 
hurricane evacuates or battens down, 
covers all windows with plywood and 
plans to find the sturdiest part of the 
home to hunker down in. The storm 
hits with the sound akin to a freight 
train but with far more devastation, 
then the lull as the eye of the storm 
passes over, and then it starts up 
again with the winds circling in the 
opposite direction. Then, thankfully, 
the storm moves inland. That is not 
what happened with Harvey.

Harvey’s path was unbelievable. 
After it hit Rockport it moved east 
toward Houston, dancing around 
slowly which meant it rained and 
rained and rained. No one could 
believe when it was reported that 
south Texas could end up with as 
much as fifty inches of rain.

Houston is the fourth largest city in 
the United States (after New York, 
Los Angeles and Chicago) with a 

population of about 6.5 million 
in the greater Houston area. The 
whole area is flat, barely above sea 
level. Its highest elevation is 430 ft. 
Its lowest is 0 ft.

Amazingly Houston has no zoning 
laws so people can build anything 
anywhere: lovely, no restrictions, 
also no control. Vast areas are in 
flood plains. Entire townships were 
built in what was originally set aside 
for the two reservoirs upriver.

Fifty inches of rain: that’s over 
four feet. Harvey was downgraded 
to a tropical storm but that did 
not stop the rain, and the rain had 
nowhere to go, except spread out 
over thousands of homes. Roads 
became impassable with the flood. 
Rescue and save became the name 
of the game. Boats of all kinds 
came to the rescue. Thousands left 
their homes, took a last look at 
their disappearing belongings, and 
were moved to shelters to join the 
other ten thousand or more in their 
particular shelter. First responders 
and volunteers alike worked 
tirelessly to get people to safety. 
Premature babies in a hospital 
had been airlifted to a hospital in 
Dallas. A woman in her nineties 
was    carried from her home sitting 
on a wooden chair carried by two 
men.

The best of human nature came to 
the fore. Thousands of volunteers 
went house to house with boats, 
high water trucks, and inflatable 
dinghies, collecting wet, bedraggled 
survivors. For a long time the death 
toll, miraculously, stood at five; 
later it topped fifty, still a miracle. 
(At the same time over a thousand 
people died in floods in Mumbai, 
India.)

The rescue effort was fantastic. 
President Trump flew into Corpus 
Christi, met with officials, and 
commended their effort.  A couple 
of days later Vice President Mike 
Pence visited Houston, donned 
a pair of plastic gloves and 
helped remove some debris from 
someone’s house.

Everyone talked about how 
wonderful it was that Texans 
came to the aid of Texans. Many 
also came from other states to 
help. Human beings were helping 

strangers. Godliness knew no barriers. 
Race, ethnicity, or religion was no 
barrier; everyone was helping whoever 
they could. The elderly and infirm, 
families and babies were all taken to 
the safety of shelters where they were 
supplied with dry clothes and socks, 
and food, and a place to sleep. The 
golden rule from the words of Jesus 
in Matthew 7:12, “Whatever you want 
men to do to you, do also to them” 
seemed the guiding light for people in 
Houston, then in other cities further 
east as Harvey carried on its downpour 
and destruction before, finally, heading 
north-east till finally fizzling out after 
reaching Tennessee.

Now What?

It has stopped raining. Someone 
quipped that it is a good thing that this 
is not the time of Noah. Dove season 
just opened in Texas and if anyone 
released a dove as Noah did, it would 
have been shot.

At the time of this writing it is Labor 
Day in America. That is significant: 
hundreds of thousands of people 
are busy laboring. They are moving 
drenched furniture and possessions 
out of their flooded homes. All is 
destroyed. Some will be sifting 
through family photos, desperately 
trying to find something to salvage. 
Many of us have been there: salvaging 
the remnants of life’s accumulations. It 
is heart breaking.

My name is Daniel, like the prophet; yet 
I am no prophet; however, I can predict 
what will happen over the next month: 
insurance companies will refuse to pay. 
Most of the destruction was caused, 
not by wind but by flood. Insurance 
companies in America do not cover 
floods. That is covered by government 
guaranteed flood insurance. However, 
most people would not have been 
covered for flood insurance because 
they would have been told they were 
not in a flood area. So they could not 
get flood insurance, and their normal 
insurance did not cover flood. Many 
will find that out this week.

The government has promised: 
“Everything Texans need they will 
get,” till it is discussed in Congress. 
Then they will realize that billions 
are needed, not millions. And some 
senators are bound to remember that 
when Hurricane Sandy hit New Jersey 
Continued on page 31  
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God Is Responsible for Storms
God takes responsibility for creating storms, for the things they do, for shielding those He chooses and for 
quickly ending storms at times. This list was taken from the New International Version.
Exodus 9:23-24; Job 9:17; 30:22; 38:1; 40:6; Psalm 83:15; Psalm 107:29; Proverbs 10:25; Isaiah 4:6; 25:4; Isaiah 
29:6; 32:2; 66:15; Jeremiah 4:12-14; 23:9; 25:32; 30:23; Amos 1:13-14; Jonah 1:4,12; Nahum 1:3; Zechariah 10:1; 
Matthew 8:24-27; Luke 8:24-25; Acts 27:9-44 

Hurricanes are serious things. 
Sometimes, thousands of people 
are killed and billions of dollars of 
property are destroyed. Many people 
will have to “start over” with their 
dwellings, jobs, friends and personal 
lives. Entire cities are completely 
wiped out—though there are often 
stories of miraculous survival by 
individuals and property.

Where is God in all this?

God is in the middle of it! God takes 
responsibility for causing hurricanes 
and other storms—in numerous 
Bible verses (see box on this page). 
The Bible explains God’s purpose 
in doing so. We will get back to that 
vital information. But for a moment 
let us look where God is not.

Any Hurricane-Proof 
Denominations?

In this writer’s 61 years of life, 
he has never heard a religious 
denomination or sect claim that its 
members and churches are always 
protected from hurricanes—or any 
other natural or manmade disaster. 
Sure, he has seen many accounts 
of individuals being miraculously 
delivered. There are also apparently 
miraculous accounts of church vans 

and busses or entire church buildings 
which survived impossible odds. But 
he has never seen anyone claim that 
“all our churches or all our members, 
wherever they are, always survive 
hurricanes.” 

Yet various Christian groups will 
produce hundreds of hours of 
sermons and thousand of pages of 
writings explaining why their group 
is the “right” or “best” group. Most 
will explain the “errors” of the other 
groups. Many church groups and 
ministries teach that their members 
will be protected from the “great 
tribulation” by the “rapture” or in 
a “place of safety.” But can these 
groups really guarantee future safety 
if they do not have divine protection 
from natural disasters now?

It is quite a puzzle. But it has an 
answer.

The answer is that Church groups 
cannot guarantee a person’s eternal 
judgment any better than they 
can guarantee their protection 
in a hurricane. The judgment of 
God—both now and in the future—
is for individuals, not church 
denominations! 

Do not judge, or you too will be 

judged. For in the same way you 
judge others, you will be judged, and 
with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you (Matthew 7:1-2).

You, then, why do you judge your 
brother? Or why do you look down 
on your brother? For we will all 
stand before God's judgment seat 
(Romans 14:10).

For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive what is due him for 
the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 
5:10).

The seven letters to the seven 
churches in Revelation 2 and 3 give 
the strengths and weaknesses of each 
church. But the rewards are promised 
on an individual basis—“to him who 
overcomes”—in all seven cases. 

The whole purpose of human life is 
not to get stuff or have fun today, but 
to prepare for eternal life with God. 
Hurricanes are a spiritually helpful 
step in preparing us for the day we 
will die and awake in a resurrection, 
to be judged—corrected or rewarded 
for what we have done in this life. 

Hurricanes are a spiritually useful 

Hurricanes Are Non-Denominational!
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checkpoint in our human existence. 
We know that they are coming, but 
we do not know exactly what will 
happen. What path will they take? 
How strong will they be? Will the 
land be able to handle the rain, or 
will there be floods? Exactly what 
will happen to each person and each 
structure?

The analogy gets interesting when 
one realizes that strong hurricanes 
demolish most of the structures—
by analogy church organizations—
but nearly all of the people survive. 
Those that do not survive are often 
ones that want to cling to a familiar 
structure, even though it cannot 
protect them. The road to safety is 
to leave the collapsing structure. A 
person on high ground can withstand 
the wind and rain of a hurricane, 
even though it is an overwhelming 
experience.

God is Good:
God Makes the Storms

When we understand the purpose of 
God and the goodness of God, we 
can understand how the storms are 
ultimately good. The beginning of 
this article contained a box with 25 
Scripture passages explaining God 
is responsible for storms and uses 
them to accomplish His will. Yes, 
we as Christians frequently pray for 
deliverance from storms, but even 
that act is often part of His purpose. 
We must recognize our need for Him, 
rather than trusting our own money 
and our own strength.

We can gain much insight by 
reading the scriptures on “storms,” 
“tempests,” “whirlwinds,” etc. There 
is little point in trying to find exact 
definitions for these biblical words 
in terms of modern day “tropical 
storms” and hurricanes. It is enough 
to know that God can create any size 
storm and control it.

See, the storm of the LORD will burst 
out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling 
down on the heads of the wicked 
(Jeremiah 23:19).

When the storm has swept by, the 
wicked are gone, but the righteous 
stand firm forever (Proverbs 10:25).

"God thunders with His voice 
wondrously, Doing great things 
which we cannot comprehend.  For 

to the snow He says, 'Fall on the 
earth,' And to the downpour and the 
rain, ‘Be strong’. He seals the hand 
of every man, that all men may know 
His work.  Then the beast goes into 
its lair and remains in its den. "Out 
of the south comes the storm, And 
out of the north the cold.  From the 
breath of God ice is made, and the 
expanse of the waters is frozen.  Also 
with moisture He loads the thick 
cloud; He disperses the cloud of 
His lightning.  It changes direction, 
turning around by His guidance, that 
it may do whatever He commands it 
on the face of the inhabited earth. 
"Whether for correction, or for His 
world, or for lovingkindness, He 
causes it to happen” (Job 37:5-13).

The meteorological information in 
the last passage is most accurate. 
Hurricanes originate in the south (the 
Bible was written in the Northern 
Hemisphere), and major snowstorms 
come from arctic air masses out of 
the north. Weather forecasts know 
the origins of these storms and see 
them coming, and they know their 
general patterns, but they are never 
sure of their exact path and exactly 
how much wind, rain and snow 
they will put on a certain place. The 
scientists talk about an incalculable 
random element—which is actually 
God guiding the storm to do what He 
wants.

God does not guide storms rashly. 
He thinks them out. His purposes 
frequently come after a long time of 
trying to work with people in other 
ways:

The LORD is slow to anger and great 
in power; the LORD will not leave the 
guilty unpunished. His way is in the 
whirlwind and the storm, and clouds 
are the dust of his feet (Nahum 1:3).

“If you had responded to my rebuke, 
I would have poured out my heart to 
you and made my thoughts known to 
you. But since you rejected me when 
I called and no one gave heed when 
I stretched out my hand,  since you 
ignored all my advice and would 
not accept my rebuke, I in turn will 
laugh at your disaster; I will mock 
when calamity overtakes you— when 
calamity overtakes you like a storm, 
when disaster sweeps over you like a 
whirlwind, when distress and trouble 
overwhelm you. "Then they will call 
to me but I will not answer; they 

will look for me but will not find me. 
Since they hated knowledge and did 
not choose to fear the LORD,  since 
they would not accept my advice and 
spurned my rebuke, they will eat 
the fruit of their ways and be filled 
with the fruit of their schemes. For 
the waywardness of the simple will 
kill them, and the complacency of 
fools will destroy them; but whoever 
listens to me will live in safety and 
be at ease, without fear of harm" 
(Proverbs 1:23-32).

“Wait,” a reader is saying. “I know 
some very kind and loving Christians 
who lost lives, houses and businesses 
in hurricanes. How can that be good?

The Good Results of Storms

To help illustrate how all the results 
of a storm can all be good, let us 
consider a few of the “tragic events” 
of hurricanes and their ultimate 
spiritual effect on both the “righteous” 
and the “unrighteous” person. The 
same event will impact different 
people differently. (We realize 
that no person is righteous enough 
to receive salvation—Romans 
3:10, but the Bible sometimes 
generally categorizes people as 
either “righteous” or “unrighteous” 
(Matthew 5:45; 1 Peter 3:18)).

Property Destruction

In almost any big city there is 
property that should be destroyed 
and not rebuilt. Hurricanes do a good 
job of that. What kind of property is 
that? There are bastions of organized 
crime, drug houses, brothels, places of 
human trafficking, etc. Most of these 
places are kept secret from the rest of 
the world; we rarely see stories about 
them in our news media. But God 
knows where they are. Hurricanes 
do a great job of destroying them. 
Volunteers and government grants do 
not rebuild these places. It is a true 
judgment upon evil.

When unrighteous people lose 
their property, it is very difficult 
for them. They may have only few 
true friends, and no hope of eternal 
life. Of course, if they obtained that 
property through theft or dishonesty, 
they do not deserve to have it. They 
used to be content in their ways—
but the hurricane may well cause 
them to see their sin and to desire 
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descendants of the wicked shall be 
cut off (Psalm 37:28).

The unrighteous is understandably 
upset at this disaster. They have no 
power to bring a child back—no 
amount of money can do it. Nor do 
they have faith that God will bring 
them together in the resurrection. 
All the effort they put into raising 
that child is over. Their only option 
is to come to God for peace—to be 
forgiven for their sins and to have 
hope for the future. And that is good.

But what about righteous Christians? 
Why would God allow their 
children to die in a hurricane? It is 
about faith—having the very faith of 
Christ in our hearts. We must know 
the story of Abraham, the father of 
the faithful:

Then God said, "Take your son, your 
only son, Isaac, whom you love, and 
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice 
him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains I will tell 
you about. “ … Then he [Abram] 
reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slay his son…. “Do not lay 
a hand on the boy," he [God] said. 
"Do not do anything to him. Now 
I know that you fear God, because 
you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son”  (Genesis 22:4, 
10, 12).

Of course, God Himself is not 
asking us to do anything that He 
would not do. He loved us enough 
to have His son die so we might live. 
This verse is quoted by Christians 
all the time, but I would venture 
to say that the full impact is much 
better understood by someone who 
has actually had a child die:

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life (John 3:16).
Yes, God was able to raise Jesus 
from the dead. But he is also able to 
raise our loved ones from the dead 
(1 Corinthians 15:12-14). In His 
wisdom, He knows when and how 
to build the faith of all who trust in 
Him. 

One might ask, what is the blessing 
of such faith if your child has to die?

We might find an answer in the story 

to seek God. This is much better 
than if the storm had never come.
A righteous person should not covet 
property (Exodus 20:17). They know 
that God gives at times and takes 
away at others (Job 1:21). They know 
that God is able to restore physical 
things at any time (Mark 10:29-
30). Righteous people are happy 
to use their time and resources to 
work together to restore homes and 
businesses after a hurricane. They 
will make new friends and be drawn 
close together. These relationships 
are often more valuable and pleasing 
than simply having the property.

Loss of Life

When unrighteous people face 
death, it can be a powerful motivator 
to repent and come to God. This 
happened with the criminal on the 
cross and the jailor who thought 
he would be killed for allowing 
prisoners to escape during an 
earthquake (Luke 23:39-43; Acts 
16:26-34). They are fearful of death 
and a judgment to come (Acts 24:25). 

The death of some evil people is 
enough to change the lives of others:
The rest of the people will hear of 
this and be afraid, and never again 
will such an evil thing be done 
among you (Deuteronomy 19:20).
By great contrast, the Bible is full 
of examples of Christians who 
were not fearful to die, knowing 
that they have an eternal reward. 
God sometimes takes them early, 
because they are ready and they 
need not suffer anymore in this life.
For to me, to live is Christ and to die 
is gain (Philippians 1:21).

The righteous perish, and no one 
ponders it in his heart; devout men are 
taken away, and no one understands 
that the righteous are taken away to 
be spared from evil (Isaiah 57:1).

Loss of a Child

One for the most difficult things a 
person can experience is the loss 
of a child. Many parents have said, 
“How I wish it was my time to die, 
and not my child’s.” Nevertheless, in 
almost every major hurricane, there 
are parents who lose children.

For the LORD loves justice, and 
does not forsake His saints; they 
are preserved forever, But the 

of Horatio and Anna Spafford. They 
lost four daughters in a shipwreck 
crossing the Atlantic Ocean on 
November 22, 1873. When Mr. 
Spafford next crossed the Atlantic, 
he wrote the now famous hymn, It Is 
Well With my Soul. During the years 
that followed, the Spaffords left their 
church denomination and led a group 
of 13 Christians to Jerusalem. They 
set up an orphanage, soup kitchens 
and other charitable ministries—
preserving the lives of hundreds of 
other children.

Ask, Don’t Tell

This article is not trying to deny the 
difficulty millions of people suffer 
when a powerful hurricane rips 
through large cities. It is great.

This writer has friends and relatives 
that live in the affected areas—some 
who just moved there. Will they have 
to move back where they came from? 
What is the purpose in that? Will 
those without insurance have to start 
over as paupers?

Of the people who die in these 
hurricanes, were they righteous, 
unrighteous, or somewhere in 
between? Why did God choose them?

This writer does not have the answers 
to these questions. But God does. 
It is not our purpose to judge each 
other, but we need to judge ourselves 
(1 Corinthians 11:31). Each person 
involved with a hurricane needs to 
ask God what to do before, during 
and after it (Jeremiah 29:13). If we 
need to repent, we need to repent. If 
we have become poor, or are forced 
to live somewhere else, ask God 
to show His Purpose in that. There 
will be a spiritual blessing, if we let 
God show it to us. Even though there 
is strong tendency to be angry with 
God, we ask Him for the good, not 
tell Him it is bad. 

When peace, like a river, 
attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, 

Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
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Continued from page 9

should be the main focus of the Church today.

The Bible does not say the Church has been commissioned to deliver Ezekiel’s message to the descendants of the lost ten 
tribes in this day.  Ezekiel delivered the message to the remnant of the House of Israel who dwelt in Judah and were taken 
into the Babylonian captivity with the Jews.  His message was about the final stage of judgement that God was executing 
on the House of Israel (i.e. Israel and Judah collectively).  It involved the fall of Jerusalem, the capital of the once great 
nation of Israel that flourished under King David and his son Solomon. 

Events that Ezekiel foretold, which came to pass on the House of Israel, may well have similarities to end-time events. We 
all can learn the lesson of blessings for obedience to God and difficulty for selfishness and disobedience. If God raises up 
someone to take these messages to modern day people, he will not be afraid to say so—just as the Old and New Testament 
prophets were not. But it is a mistake to claim a commission from Scripture when God has not clearly given it.

The book of Revelation clearly indicates that the two witnesses, whom God will send with miraculous powers, will testify 
to the whole world, not just the remnant of Israel.  They will provide an end-time warning message to everyone on this 
earth that will be appropriate for the occasion. 

In the meantime, the Church should focus on the role for which it has been spiritually equipped.  And that is to preach the 
Gospel and feed the sheep so that when Christ returns he will find a body of people perfected in faith and knowledge who 
measure up to His expectations.

Continued from page 27

and New York in 2012, the second    
costliest hurricane in United States 
history, it was the senators from 
Texas, John Cornyn and Ted Cruise, 
who opposed the bailout package for 
Hurricane Sandy. (Their reason was 
that too much “pork” was added. 
That is when government officials 
add money for all their pet projects to 
a bill.)

We won’t have long to wait till all 
the anger and rancor of the various 
political, racial, and ethnic divisions 
will come to the fore. All the love, 
compassion, and generosity by 
so many people, companies, and 
organizations will be superseded by 
bitter rancor and outright hate. That 
is my prediction. I hope and pray that 
I am wrong, but I fear I am not.

A football player from the Houston 
Texans, J. J. Watt, started a fund to 
aid the flood victims. He thought he 
could raise a few hundred thousand 
dollars. The fund has raised millions 
and contributions are still coming 
in. Stacy Williams, a LPGA (Ladies 
Professional Golfers Association) 
winner donated her total winnings 
of $195,000, to Houston flood 

victims. Charity still abounds, but 
will charity win out in the end, or 
will all the dreaded rancor of politics, 
the hatred of human nature, drown 
out the goodness just as completely 
as Harvey drowned its victims? Time 
will tell, and it will tell soon.

If I were younger I would get into 
my little Nissan pickup with a box of 
tools to go help whoever I can. Now 
I am too old. I would just get in their 
way. What I can do is the one thing 
we can all do: we can pray fervently 
for everyone we can. “The effective, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man [or 
woman] avails much” (James 5:16).

Now our attention is back on the 
Atlantic. The next storm, Tropical 
Storm Irma, is one of the most 
powerful hurricanes on record. At 
press time, its path was uncertain, but 
by now you as readers know what has 
happened. If it goes over Cuba we in 
Texas will be holding our breaths. The 
worst storm ever to hit America came 
right over Cuba then hit Galveston 
on the Texas coast near Houston 
in September 1900. It destroyed 
Galveston and killed between six and 
twelve thousand people. Thank God 
for the hurricane warnings we now 
get so people can evacuate.

While we, in the South, watch out for 
hurricanes, people in the West face 
over fifty forest fires, all the way from 
Oregon and Montana down to Los 
Angeles in California. If only some 
of the Texas rain could have fallen on 
the west coast, but that is not how it 
happens. A Bible blessing is not rain 
or no rain, it is “rain in its season” 
or “rain in due season” (Leviticus 
26:4 KJV). Our countries do not have 
those blessings any more.

When last did you feel that your 
country was blessed by God, that 
you, your church and your 
friends were literally in God’s hands 
and had His protection? When 
ancient Israel was walking to the 
Promised Land God put a cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night to 
protect them. As long as Israel was 
under that cloud or had that pillar of 
fire they had God’s protection. If they 
moved out of that protection, time 
and chance took over. It is the same 
today. It seems few are truly under 
the protection of God. Neither our 
nations, nor our churches seem truly 
protected. O, how desperately we all 
need to get back to God in fervent 
persevering prayer.
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The origin of this image started seven years ago in a discussion about measuring gravitational lensing under general relativity.  
The idea is that during a total solar eclipse, photons which pass near a star (within 2 solar radii of the solar disk’s edge), 
will have a measureable coefficient of deflection from their normal position on the celestial sphere (1 pixel @ 3.9 – 4.5 nm 
in most digital cameras).  Attempting to capture a star near the solar disk poses a significant challenge.  The intensity of the 
solar corona, during totality, is incredible making less intense stars behind it hard to capture.  Six cameras and lenses were 
chosen at various focal lengths and plate scales to help ensure success of this measurement.  Plate scale is the measure of 
how much sky on the celestial sphere is represented per pixel on a camera body with a specific lens attached. Two locations 
were reserved, one in Vienna, Illinois and the other in Casper, Wyoming.  The weather was tracked for 10 days prior to the 
event.  In the final two days of weather tracking, Casper and Vienna were in a tie as to which location would be best.  In the 
final 10 hours, Casper, Wyoming won the contest.  

Once the images were captured, the HDR image of the corona was the most interesting.  In an attempt to ensure the 
gravitational lensing measurement, it was decided to color portions of the corona to see if stars behind may have been 
detected based on light emitted in various parts of the spectrum.  As such, the edges of the corona were colored both red 
(long wavelength) and blue (short wavelength).  Once completed something else of interest happened.  A “Cat’s Eye” was 
prevalent covering the solar disk.  This particular image has been seen throughout the universe where there is a galaxy and 
a nebula coined “The Cat’s Eye!”  Once recognizing the uniqueness of this image, a wider field image of the solar corona 
was investigated.  During high altitude cloud cover both during the day and at night, there are other phenomena called “The 
Halo of the Sun” and “The Halo of the Moon.”  It turns out, in a wider field image of the solar corona in HDR, there is a 
“Halo of the Total Solar Eclipse.” 

There have been interesting and exciting results of the project to measure gravitational lensing.  However, the images viewed 
herein are just photographic.  Now starts the scientific part of inspecting approximately 500 images for a star somewhere 
in the corona and near the solar disk.  This will make for complete success of the project but is still unknown at this time.  

For questions or comments please contact Jon Aros at arosobs@yahoo.com or (219) 629-9945.


