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Greetings

Justification by faith is the great truth of salvation that 
gives us the most confidence in our walk with God.  

This is tied to the fact God is pleased by those who live 
by faith.  It really is a beautiful reality.  We realize it is 
a powerful thing when we first start coming to terms 
with it.

This is especially true today with all the information 
and claims inundating us via print and the internet 
exhorting us to properly worship according to a certain 
doctrinal set.    Credible sources seem to contradict each 
other, and it can sure get distressing and overwhelming.  
Doctrinal contentions are common.  Faith in God is the 
solution, as we are kept by power through faith (1 Peter 
1:5)–our faith keeps us secure, but we must have a faith 
that is alive.

There is more good news: people of faith have a way 
of coming together to create much stronger bonds than 
those who come together based on similar or even 
identical doctrines.  Paul refers to the bond in faith:

 …  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that 
we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting,  but, speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ …
(Ephesians 4:13-15).

Regarding the trickery of men, I find it quite amazing 
how individuals have learned to create significant 
followings and internet audiences with lots of views on 
YouTube; not by asserting the listener’s faith in God, 
but cunningly making great claims of their knowledge 
of history, scripture, and prophecies – playing on 
the fears and ignorance of many.   Corporate church 
organizations have been particularly aggressive lately 
in their campaigns.    It is no wonder as this kind of 
preaching and outreach sells, but the preaching that 
promotes love and faith does not seem to captivate the 
hearers.  

Regardless of our church leanings, the article Claims on 
God touches on the power of faith in Christ and how it 
can counter all the distracting rhetoric around us, both 
inside and outside our local congregations, and whatever 
situation we find ourselves in.  Our cover this issue is 
of Abraham and Isaac, as the testimony of Abraham can 
deeply help us today in our walk, knowing we are of the 
same faith.

The question is always asked regarding how God is 
working with the world at large today. Norm Edwards’ 
article Does God Still Work with the Nations explains 
how God is doing two things at once: providing 
individual salvation as well as working with other 
nations. God is able to carry out billions of His purposes 
at once–a purpose for every nation and a purpose for 
every individual human life. Understanding His purpose 
for nations gives each believer a better understanding of 
what God expects of us individually.

In Christ’s Service
Jim Patterson   
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Jim Patterson
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The technical, or theological, 
understanding of salvation by 
faith in Christ alone seems to 
be a well understood teaching 
in Christianity.   It has been well 
emphasized that although works 
are important, they are not in 
themselves a pathway to God’s 
acceptance.  Having stated that, 
we are continually encouraged and 
even admonished to have “more 
faith” in this life, and because of 
that sometimes we feel we are 
chronically coming up short.  I 
suggest faith is something we 
should not concern ourselves 
with in the way of measuring or 
quantifying it in some way.  From 
experience we know that is a 
debilitating exercise we want to 
avoid, and we have not been called 
to live in a deficit condition.  I have 
seen that if we get caught up in 
quantifying faith we compensate 
for it by pretentious attitudes 
that only lead to unhealthy fears.  
Therefore, this is not an article 
about increasing one’s faith.  
Perhaps that brings a sigh of relief.   

I cannot see it, yet I am to live 
by it. Faith comes by hearing, 
but when I turn to see from 
where I heard it, I can’t see a 
thing.

All the correct doctrines in 
Christian theology in one’s 
possession cannot usurp or 
replace the essence of what faith 
is or what faith does.  

This is simply by a biblical 
definition: faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things unseen (Hebrews 11:1).   I 
cannot see it, yet I am to live by 
it. Faith comes by hearing, but 
when I turn to see from where I 
heard it, I can’t see a thing.  This 
article cannot increase your faith, 
as you can see the article with 
your eyes, however we may help 
expand our thinking somewhat to 
start to see the possibilities instead 
of focusing on our shortfalls. 

Where did Faith Come from?

We may answer this question with 
“Well, it must come from God of 

Jesus Christ well recognized that 
many would make their claim on 

Him. The sensitive reader may detect 
that the word “claim” is being used 
here in the not so positive sense of 
the word.  

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and not do the things which 
I say? (Luke 6:46).

This question seems to capture 
a chronic problem in Christ’s 
relationship with human kind.  Christ 
knew many would be acknowledging 
Him as Lord–they would not deny 
His words in principle, or deny His 
sovereignty over them.  However, in 
various ways, they would claim an 
interest in Him, and use His name 
and authority as they needed while 
ordering off the menu–they are not 
truly interested in His wishes, only 
their own.  God must be approached 
in faith; if not approached in faith 
there is a tendency to go “Lord, Lord” 
on Him, doing this in the belief we 
are worshiping Him in some manner. 

We want to be careful though: have 
we done this ourselves? We may 
want to assert falsely we are free 
of such behavior.  We should try to 
leave no room to rule ourselves out 
of the “Lord, Lord” crowd in this 
discussion given the narrow and wide 
gate options.

As we go forward in this article, 
mistaken claims on God will become 
more evident.  The way we will do 
this, however, is by first switching 
our attention to perhaps an expanded 
presentation of what faith is.  True 
faith will powerfully enlighten us to 
know His will and our place in it.   In 
doing so we will have help to avoid 
the “Lord, Lord” approach to our 
God.  This article is for everyone. 

 An Expanded Appreciation of 
Faith

I believe it would be helpful to expand 
our interpretation of faith.  Perhaps 
yours does not need to expand, but 
we should always appreciate that 
our understanding will evolve, even 
of things we may think we have all 
worked out, and expect to ride on 
that understanding into the future 
and beyond.  It is all about growing, 
but faith is not something I believe 
we can fully grasp and define as 
believers.  It is always ahead of us, 
and for good reason.

course!”  But we should not simply 
jump to this conclusion just yet.   Like 
the disciples, have we not asked Him 
to increase our faith, assuming this is 
something He gives out on request?  
For now, we leave this question 
unanswered.   We will examine this 
further in following paragraphs.  It 
is this writer’s hope that a broader 
understanding of how faith entered 
into existence will expand our 
thinking of God and the reality under 
which we live – by faith.   

Again, we can understand the 
theological doctrine of salvation 
by faith, but faith itself cannot be 
narrowly defined by doctrine. It is 
not an artificial criterion that God 
created to evaluate or test us.  Faith is 
something that comes deep within us, 
deep within our hearts; it is beyond 
normal rational understanding and 
evaluation. Faith is living a life 
without actually fully knowing, yet 
it connects us with God in a very 
intimate way.  So, when we begin to 
comprehend the life we are called to 
live, and compare it to the immense 
magnitude of what we do not know 
and what forces that are trying to 
derail us, we must concede faith itself 
must be more powerful than what we 
can imagine.  We are going to try and 
imagine it anyway.

Perhaps if we start out small we 
can grow our understanding into 
something big.  Experience says that 
even the smallest expression of faith 
in God does not go unnoticed.  Let us 
try and illustrate.

And the apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith.”

So the Lord said, “If you have faith 
as a mustard seed, you can say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up 
by the roots and be planted in the 
sea,’ and it would obey you” (Luke 
17:5,6).

The disciples felt insufficient in their 
faith, but Christ’s point to them was 
not to worry about that so much, but 
instead use the faith they had, even 
if it is a little!  A small expression of 
faith can work wonders and have a 
lasting and widespread impact, and 
can ultimately lead to an individual’s 
acceptance by God into His holy 
presence for eternity.  Why such an 
emotional and passionate reaction to 
something even so little?  Does not 
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God deserve something more?   To 
resolve those questions, we need to 
go way back in time, and before time.

The Father “purposed in Himself” 
(Ephesians 1:9) to enhance His own 
life with His creation and through a 
family.  We know this as it is His will 
to be glorified.  Since it is impossible 
for Him to create anything greater 
than Himself, or accept anything less 
than Himself, He purposed in Himself 
to have more of Himself!  That is, 
God wanted more God!  (Seen also 
SVM Spring 2013 – Blessed for His 
Namesake).

When He did this, it set in motion 
something so grand in scale and 
scope that we are only now seeing 
glimpses of its unfathomable reality.  
He has put His whole life into this, 
and we see this expressed by sending 
His only Son to suffer and die for it, 
so that we, and all of creation, can be 
reconciled to Him in a personal way.   

When we express faith in His Son’s 
work to have the capacity to save 
us, there is a divine reaction, a kind 
of emotional response, a joy even, 
resulting in a divine acceptance of 
the faithful.  The Father senses an 
appreciation, even when expressed 
in the smallest way, for what He 
has done for us through His Son.  
Moreover, the continued belief in 
God’s saving capacity evokes God’s 
grace upon the believer.  Salvation 
ultimately is not a technical thing, 
it is a love thing – He desires to 
totally accept us.  To be saved is to 
be accepted.

In many Biblical accounts in which 
faith in God is expressed, there is an 
ecstatic response that we get the sense 
occurring in the Highest.   Conversely, 
we look at faithless behavior and 
wonder why God responds to it with 
such grief and anger.  Perhaps we can 
now get a sense why–it is a rejection. 
God’s grief and anger does not come 
out of principle, He takes it very 
personally, and as you grow in Christ, 
you will too.

Our Interpretation of Ourselves

I often conclude emails to brethren 
with “Your Brother in the Faith”.  We 
say, “the Faith” because in reality it 
is our faith which defines us, because 
it is through faith we learn to know 
how God defines and sees us.

For in the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed—a righteousness 
that is by faith from first to last, just 
as it is written: “The righteous will 
live by faith” (Romans 1:17 NIV).

When the righteousness of God is 
revealed it is not just a matter of 
understanding that God is righteous, 
doing the right things and being more 
fully understood as righteous.   When 
God’s righteousness is revealed to 
you it affects your very being, your 
thoughts and your existence.  

So, we now can expand on what 
it is to live by faith, as it leads to a 
transformation in how we interpret 
the scriptures, ourselves, and even 
one another, and we do not even 
know how it is happening:

And He said, “The kingdom of God 
is as if a man should scatter seed 
on the ground,  and should sleep by 
night and rise by day, and the seed 
should sprout and grow, he himself 
does not know how.  For the earth 
yields crops by itself: first the 
blade, then the head, after that the 
full grain in the head. But when the 
grain ripens, immediately he puts 
in the sickle, because the harvest 
has come” (Mark 4:26-29).

How do you feel about how you got 
to where you are?   You have done 
your Bible study, overcome trials, 
observed the commandments, the 
Sabbaths, had your highs and your 
lows, but these things are not what 
actually transformed you.   If you can 
explain your actual transformation, 
then that can be a problem.  It was 
your faith in God, be it great or 
small, that enabled His work in you 
that has led to a transformation.  You 
can praise Him fully and be thankful.  
Only Holiness can beget perfection 
and holiness.  You do not actually 
have to be told not to boast.  Why 
would you?  Pride becomes of much 
less danger to you.  As the man who 
scattered the seed, you will see the 
progress.

From this writer’s experience, 
Biblical interpretation is often 
a reflection of how we interpret 
ourselves.  Through faith the believer 
can begin to connect with the great 
overriding passion of God – which is 
for Himself, and more of Himself.  If 
we can connect with this passion, we 
can get a better perspective of how 

deeply motivated He is for all that He 
is and all that He does. This means we 
need to get away from applying our 
own motivations to the scriptures and 
His promises and become one with 
His purposes.   This new empathy for 
God connects us in a way that allows 
us to perceive deeper the “Whys” 
and the “Hows” of God’s interaction 
with creation and His will for it 
that even goes beyond all the study 
of the scriptures we can possibly 
do.  The scriptures do not teach you 
everything, but His abiding and His 
Holy Spirit will (John 14:26; 16:13; 
1 John 2:27).

If we can do this, we now have a 
greater appreciation of faith, and a 
more wholesome way of looking 
at faith itself.   By faith we no 
longer need to artificially make our 
Christian life work, and be tempted to 
compensate for things we might lack 
confidence in.  We no longer have to 
try and figure it all out.   We do not 
have to make claims that are not ours 
to make.  We do not need to attach 
ourselves to self-assured leaders 
who make great claims of their own, 
seemingly on our behalf.   We do 
not even have to attach ourselves to 
special doctrines that we feel make 
us unique or more obedient.  We are 
not so focused on our needs anymore 
and will no longer have to go “Lord, 
Lord”.

So, with this above expression of 
faith, we will now revisit claims on 
God

Making Claims on God

One major claim on Christ came 
from Peter:

From that time Jesus began to show 
to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
the third day. Then Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, 
saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; 
this shall not happen to You!” But 
He turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind Me, Satan! You are an offense 
to Me, for you are not mindful of the 
things of God, but the things of men” 
(Matthew 16:21-23).

Christ’s rebuke should be taken 
seriously by all of us in considering 
our own motivations with God and 
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His will.   The careful thing to note 
is that the things of men can easily 
be disguised as the things of God, 
even as Peter thought to transform 
the situation in his own favor. 
Claims may transpire in various 
forms such as doing Him a favor, 
defending Him, expressing our own 
Biblical vindication before others 
and authenticating one’s own cause.  
Claims to have a special calling over 
other churches of God is also very 
common, often expressed in terms of 
a lineage from a past major church 
leader or through other doctrinal 
assertions.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If 
anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me. For 
whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it” (Matthew 
16:24-25).

If we are to pursue Christ, our best 
chance of success is to identify what 
claim we are trying to make in this 
faith for ourselves.  Peter over time 
took this lesson seriously and to heart 
as we will now see.

A Privileged Faith

It is interesting that after this account 
Jesus then gave His disciples an 
actual vision of His glory for them 
to witness.  Therefore, I suppose 
if someone were to make a special 
claim on Christ it would be Peter, 
who walked with and was taught 
directly by Jesus Christ, and was a 
personal witness to His glory on the 
mountain.   However, he realized 
he did not find it necessary to make 
any special claim on God for his 
own sake.  We should pay careful 
attention to his introductory words of 
his second epistle:

To those who have obtained like 
precious faith with us by the 
righteousness of our God and 
Savior Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:1).
The Holman translation brings it 
especially home:

To those who have obtained a 
faith of equal privilege with 
ours through the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ (1 
Peter 1:1 HCSB).

In this first chapter of his second 
epistle, Peter went on to remind his 
readers about the transfiguration on 
the Mount (Matthew 17).  Though he 
personally witnessed it, he saw it as 
something to reaffirm their faith, not 
just his own:

And so we have the prophetic word 
confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts… 
(2 Peter 1:19).

Emphasized above are the key 
words we want to focus our eyes’ 
attention to as we may often speed 
through verses like these.   We are 
highlighting the fact the glorious 
transfiguration was for them all to 
hope and believe in – as though we 
too can be excited and hopeful in 
the very truth the transfiguration 
expresses. We indeed have a faith of 
equal privilege. He then makes this 
global point to capture his message 
further:

… knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is of any 
private interpretation, for prophecy 
never came by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 
Peter 1:19-21). 

No interpretation of God is unique 
to the individual. The believer is part 
of a collective, there is no need for 
anyone to set themselves apart from 
the brethren by making a claim to 
having a special or uniquely accurate 
interpretation about God and His will.  
There is no need to claim a unique 
relationship with God that we feel 
others need to know about and revere.  
If God is working with someone in a 
unique way it will be known by God 
showing His claim on him or her, not 
the other way around. If someone has 
had a special experience with Christ 
as did Peter, he or she will make it 
about the sisters and brothers, and 
not about advancing the self.

Religious leaders frequently state 
that God must reveal the truth of 
prophecy to “one man”. But what 
is better poof of divine revelation, 
one man’s prophetic interpretation, 
or numerous identical revelation to 
brethren in many congregations? 

Notice how God spoke not to Paul 
about his future, but to His prophets 
in every city:

“And see, now I go bound in the 
spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing 
the things that will happen to me 
there, except that the Holy Spirit 
testifies in every city, saying that 
chains and tribulations await me” 
(Acts 20:22-23).

Prophecy by the will of men is a 
claim on God to set themselves apart.  
Prophetic ideas and speculations 
can be very captivating marketing 
techniques.  Often times it requires 
use of the prophetic writings that 
have already been fulfilled or are not 
applicable.  We should also note that 
an exalted prediction of the self in the 
Faith is also a prophecy by man’s own 
will.  A church is not to use prophetic 
interpretation (claiming to identify 
with a favorable “church era” for 
example) to market themselves. 

From Peter’s perspective, false 
teaching distracts and takes away 
the promise of the morning star in 
our hearts.  We already have the sure 
word of prophecy; we do not need to 
make it “more sure” by gravitating to 
the special claims of others or start 
making our own claims as a result of 
our learning or our own experiences.  

When Christ sets us free, we can be 
free indeed.   Our goal in faith is to 
lay hold of that truth and praise God 
for it.

False Claim Symptoms

In my pastoral ministry, detection of 
underlying spiritual issues seems to 
be a key element in helping others 
in their walk.  The underlying issue 
is disguised by certain manifest 
behaviors that are themselves 
disguised.

One in particular that seems to 
manifest itself, ironically, is the need 
for deep study of the scriptures.  
Study of the scriptures is vital, but it 
is the motivation behind it that can be 
the problem.

You search the Scriptures, for in 
them you think you have eternal 
life; and these are they which testify 
of Me. But you are not willing to 
come to Me that you may have life 
(John 5:39-40).
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Evidently, coming to the scriptures in 
hope of justification is not the same 
as coming to Christ, though the same 
scriptures speak of Him.  What is the 
disconnect?

What was preventing the Pharisees 
from coming to Christ in a 
sincere way?   They had plenty of 
knowledge, which appears to have 
led to a kind of self-assurance. 
Self-assurance is exposed when that 
assurance is threatened. But for now, 
instead of pointing our fingers at the 
Pharisees we should look at our own 
experiences and struggles to make 
this a teaching moment.

Have we been tempted to try to 
prove something about ourselves to 
ourselves when we study the Bible?  
There is a kind of self-justification 
that comes through study, though 
we would never admit it.  When 
we approach the scriptures, Jesus 
evidently sees that the proper way 
of doing this would be in such a way 
as if we were approaching Him and 
finding out what is motivating Him.  
Our motivation behind the study of 
scripture will affect its impact on us.  

Group Bible studies often are very 
revealing.  I have often heard various 
claims of revelation not for the 
sake of the hearers, but for the sake 
of the contributor.   When Bible 
studies get contentious it reveals a 
disconnect from the Person of Christ 
– someone is asserting a claim of 
knowledge before the hearers.  It 
can be deceptively self-assuring to 
pontificate in front of others for one’s 
own sake.

The ministry of SVM receives all 
kinds of letters and emails from 
people.  Many are appreciative 
and some offer corrections and 
suggestions, and sometimes some 
have a need to express rebuke and 
dismay.  A few in particular who 
have written to correct or rebuke 
this work are doing it for their own 
vindication as evidenced by the tone 
of the email or letter.  Christ Himself 
characterized it best: “Assuredly I 
say unto you, they get their reward”–
we can make our claims and be 
deceptively satisfied.   We are not 
above correction, but if it is gracious 
in that they are contributing toward 
all of us to succeed, then certainly we 
are receptive.    

If we do not approach the scriptures 
in faith, there can grow an underlining 
sense of insecurity about our place in 
the faith itself. 

But without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 
11:6).

Seeking God in the manner that the 
writer of Hebrews has in mind has 
everything to do with the reward you 
are actually seeking.   What is it you 
want God to do, or tell you?   God 
rewards those who are passionate for 
Him and His will.  When approaching 
the scriptures in faith we want to 
discover further who He is.  The 
Pharisees wanted to discover eternal 
life and justification for themselves, 
and as a result, when the Law Giver 
was in front of them, there was no 
recognition.

Abraham–Father of the Faithful

The story of Abraham being called 
to offer his only son Isaac to God 
is a familiar one and holds a crucial 
element in Biblical history.  I 
remember seeing it in children’s story 
books on the Bible, with an image of 
a bearded patriarch holding a knife 
near a bound young boy, looking 
skyward the moment the Angel 
intervened.   There are interpretations 
of the event in terms of how Abraham 
was even able to consider such a 
thing, some upset with the horrific 
nature of the request itself.  In light 
of the developed theme of this article, 
let us look closer at this event.

Now it came to pass after these 
things that God tested Abraham 
…. (Genesis 22:1).

In isolation this scripture, and with 
what blessings would follow (verse 
17-18), one may conclude that the 
test was to see if Abraham would 
obey Him to some uttermost extent, 
and thus allow Himself to bless 
Abraham so greatly, and proliferate 
nations of people to further His will.  
However, this is really not even near 
the big picture being demonstrated in 
this drama.

The writer of Hebrews had a sense of 
what had occurred:

By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises offered 
up his only begotten son, of whom 
it was said, “In Isaac your seed 
shall be called,  concluding that 
God was able to raise him up, even 
from the dead, from which he also 
received him in a figurative sense 
(Hebrews 11:17-19).

We have emphasized the writer’s 
words here, as God asked him to 
sacrifice his only son.

Then the Angel of the Lord called 
to Abraham a second time out 
of heaven, and said: “By Myself 
I have sworn, says the Lord, 
because you have done this thing, 
and have not withheld your son, 
your only son — blessing I will 
bless you, and multiplying I will 
multiply your descendants as the 
stars of the heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your 
descendants shall possess the gate 
of their enemies. In your seed all 
the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed 
My voice” (Genesis 22:15-18).

We can see that this foreshadowed 
what God will do Himself at the 
crucifixion, but what may not be so 
evident is that not only did Abraham 
obey God to the utmost, he also shared 
in a piece of God’s own heart, and 
thus found great favor, connection if 
you will, with the Creator.  Abraham, 
100 years of age with one precious 
boy to show for it, perhaps shared 
a glimpse of what God Himself was 
willing to do, even though he could 
not have known it at the time, but 
he had no need to – faith requires no 
full explanation.  What really was 
in God’s heart that He also saw in 
Abraham?  Maybe a closer look at 
Abraham’s life might help, and how 
we may recognize something about 
our own faith.

When we read that Abraham is the 
father of the faithful, it is not so much 
that he is a father of those who pass 
difficult tests of faith, but those who 
appreciate God on a passionate level 
for His cause in all that He is doing – 
their hearts are in it, they have their 
hearts together with His.  

The very aged Abraham, who 
saw all the futility in the toil of 
life and vanity in the pleasure of 



 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine   • Winter 2018   9

Visit our website at 

www.chicagolandcog.org

 and listen to sermons by 

Jim Patterson, Duane Nicol 
and others!

things, fatherless while he saw his 
contemporaries with grandchildren 
and great grandchildren in large 
numbers, especially in a time when 
offspring were one’s greatest heritage 
and gave a special meaning and joy 
to one’s life, all the while carrying 
the prior name Abram, which meant 
“exalted father”, with this burden of 
failure weighing on his heart, was 
finally blessed with a single child by 
Sarah.

Then after all this, he was called upon 
to destroy Isaac, his only precious 
son.  He now was to offer up his 
whole life which he now had vested 
in Isaac, witnessing Isaac in anguish 
as to what he was experiencing, 
listening at his son’s appeals to stop. 
For Abraham, he was destroying his 
own self.   Somehow, perceiving 
a greater purpose, and willing in a 
sense, to lose his own life.  He had 
the faith to overcome this in the hope, 
not the demonstrated knowledge that 
he could see having never witnessed 
a resurrection, that God could restore 
Isaac from the dead.  

Abraham’s motivation was not to 
claim more promises, but he believed 
God based on the promises he had.  
Believing in God is to appreciate 
Who He is – it is the essence of faith!  

So we remind ourselves again of this:

For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life 
(John 3:16).

Our faith is tied not only to the 
sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, but to the passion behind 
offering up His only Son to do 
this.  This same passion is what we 
experience today as we continue 
to identify with God through faith 
and as living sacrifices.  Abraham 
is indeed the father of the faithful 
in spirit, as the faithful believe that 
the Father and Christ alone have the 
power over death and hell.

As Abraham named the place The 
Lord Will Provide, we see that 
God would never expect us to do 
something so horrible, but instead He 
would take that on Himself.

The Pharisees and the Jews ensured 
others knew of their heritage to 
Abraham.

Then Jesus said to those Jews who 
believed Him, “If you abide in My 
word, you are My disciples indeed. 
And you shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” 
They answered Him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants, and have 
never been in bondage to anyone. 
How can You say, ‘You will be 
made free’?” Jesus answered them, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, 
whoever commits sin is a slave of 
sin.  And a slave does not abide in 
the house forever, but a son abides 
forever. Therefore if the Son makes 
you free, you shall be free indeed” 
(John 8:31-35).

“I know that you are Abraham’s 
descendants, but you seek to kill 
Me, because My word has no place 
in you” (John 8:37).

Christ did not deny their heritage, 
and there is nothing wrong with that 
essentially, but a false claim of liberty 
is the problem.  In reality, they were 
in bondage to the Romans; they were 
in bondage to their own sins! This 
false claim seems to have been built 
up to such an extent that there was no 
more room left for Christ.   Pride in 
knowledge and heritage can oppose 
our continual need for a savior.

There are segments of Christianity 
that claim to be physical descendants 
of Abraham based on what evidence 
they can acquire in their research or 
what they have been told to believe 
by their religious leaders. In the New 
Covenant, genetic heritage of any 
kind is not provided as an advantage 
to the believer (1 Corinthians 12:13; 
Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11), so 
it should be considered suspect as 
to why these claims are being made 
in the first place.   If we are going to 
make this claim somehow, whether 
it is true or false, we should question 
our motivation: Is it pride?  Is it extra 
security in salvation?  Finding a 
favorable place in prophecy?  Don’t 
be offended by the above suggestions, 
just be mindful.

Conclusion 

There is more that we can say on this 
subject but we will end it here and 
perhaps develop the subject further 
in future articles.  Have confidence in 
what the writer of Hebrews tells us 
we are doing:

… looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God 
(Hebrews 12:2).

The joy the writer speaks of is very 
much behind the authoring of our 
faith.  He is our Perfect High Priest 
who can see the things we cannot, but 
someday we will. 
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What is God doing here on this earth? Most of the Old Testament is the 
story of how He worked with ancient Israel. Is the New Testament more 

of the same? Or is it the story of individual salvation for the entire world? And 
if the world is being saved one person at a time, are nations now irrelevant? 
Does it matter what nation a Christian lives in? How should a Christian relate 
to his or her nation?

New Testament Offers Unprecedented Opportunity for Personal Salvation

The Old Testament contains numerous stories of ancient Israel following God at times, then departing to suffer 
famines and destruction at the hands of their enemies. They would often repent and recover for a while, only to 
decline as a nation again. Even as Jesus walked the earth and carried out his ministry, the Romans were trying 
to maintain control of their conquered lands and the Jews were hoping to gain their freedom. The Jewish crowds 
welcomed Jesus as their king as He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, crying “Hosanna to the Son of David” 
(Matthew 21:7-11). 
A few days later, when it seemed clear that He was not gaining the political upper hand, they yelled “Crucify Him, 
Crucify Him” (Luke 23:21). So is the way of people and politics.

On that first Pentecost after Jesus rose from the dead, thousands of people came to the realization that they were 
personally responsible for the death of Christ and they personally needed to repent and be baptized:

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” And 
with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” Then 
those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them 
(Acts2:36-41).

Peter taught that salvation was an individual matter - it is up to the individual to come to Christ. It was individual 
“souls,” not nations, who were added to the believers here. Jesus opened the way for salvation outside Israel when 
He explained His Messiahship to the Samaritans and they believed in Him (John 4). Peter and Cornelius received 
complementary revelations showing the Holy Spirit would come upon nations other than Israel and that all men 
can be saved in the same manner (Acts 10 & 11). Numerous other scriptures teach that everyone can have access 
to God and His salvation.  Consider these four examples:
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Or is He the God of the Jews only? 
Is He not also the God of the Gen-
tiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 
since there is one God who will 
justify the circumcised by faith and 
the uncircumcised through faith 
(Romans 3:29-30).

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 
is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things 
have become new. Now all things 
are of God, Who has reconciled us 
to Himself through Jesus Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, that is, that God 
was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not imputing their tres-
passes to them, and has committed 
to us the word of reconciliation (2 
Corinthians 5:17-19).

For the grace of God that brings 
salvation has appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in the present age, looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appear-
ing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from 
every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-
14).

He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world (1 
John 2:2, NIV).

Yet God Continues to 
Support Nations

The Old Testament commanded the 
forming of judicial governments 
in cities, tribes and nationally 
(Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 17:8-12). 
Our local, state and federal courts 
roughly correspond to this model. 
God faulted ancient Israel for asking 
for a king (1 Samuel 8), but He had 
anticipated that and told them how to 
do it (Deuteronomy 17:20). 

Indeed, the United States of America 
started out with its Articles of 
Confederation, which left nearly 
all the power with state and local 
governments. But soon, we adopted 
a constitution with a much more 
powerful president, and have 
gradually allowed increasing central 

control of our federal government. 
God further promised them that if the 
king and his people were righteous, 
things would go well for them (1 
Samuel 12). The Old Testament laws 
of national governance were intended 
as a model for all nations to use:

 “Surely I have taught you statutes 
and judgments, just as the LORD 
my God commanded me, that you 
should act according to them in 
the land which you go to possess. 
Therefore be careful to observe 
them; for this is your wisdom and 
your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples who will hear all these 
statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great 
nation is a wise and understand-
ing people.’ For what great nation 
is there that has God so near to it, 
as the LORD our God is to us, for 
whatever reason we may call upon 
Him? And what great nation is 
there that has such statutes and 
righteous judgments as are in all 
this law which I set before you this 
day? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8).

Unfortunately, most of the people 
and leaders of ancient Israel did 
not follow God’s statutes and judg-
ments and the world never saw that 
shining example that God intend-
ed. This is also the biggest problem 
with our nation: neither the people 
as a whole, nor the leaders are bib-
lically righteous.  In spite of the 
problems in the first century (or in 
the twenty-first century), Jesus rec-
ognized that human governments 
were still carrying out their func-
tions, however imperfectly.

Then Jesus spoke to the crowds 
and to His disciples, saying: The 
scribes and the Pharisees have 
seated themselves in the chair of 
Moses; therefore all that they tell 
you, do and observe, but do not 
do according to their deeds; for 
they say things and do not do them 
(Matthew 23:1-3, NAU).

The translation “have seated 
themselves” is accurate here. The 
priests and Levites were originally 
commissioned to do this teaching, 
but they had abandoned it. Christ 
told the people to listen to those who 
had assumed the role. Jesus even 
recognized the authority of Pilate 
when He was about to be crucified.

Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You 

not speaking to me? Do You not 
know that I have power to crucify 
You, and power to release You?”  
Jesus answered, “You could have 
no power at all against Me unless 
it had been given you from above. 
Therefore the one who delivered 
Me to you has the greater sin” 
(John 19:10-11).

This acknowledgment of Biblical 
authority for civil government—
even though corrupt—continues 
in the Scripture. The apostle Paul 
acknowledged the judgment authority 
of the Jewish high priest, applying 
Exodus 22:28 to correct himself for 
accidentally calling him a bad name. 

Then Paul said to him, “God will 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! 
For you sit to judge me accord-
ing to the law, and do you com-
mand me to be struck contrary to 
the law?” And those who stood by 
said, “Do you revile God’s high 
priest?” Then Paul said, “I did 
not know, brethren, that he was the 
high priest; for it is written, ‘You 
shall not speak evil of a ruler of 
your people’ “ (Acts 23:3-5).        

Paul also acknowledged Roman 
authority to judge:

Then Paul, after the governor had 
nodded to him to speak, answered: 
“Inasmuch as I know that you have 
been for many years a judge of this 
nation, I do the more cheerfully an-
swer for myself” (Acts 24:10).

So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s 
judgment seat, where I ought to be 
judged. To the Jews I have done 
no wrong, as you very well know” 
(Acts 25:10).

Paul spends an entire chapter 
explaining that civil government 
is for the purpose of punishing evil 
and encouraging good. He leaves no 
doubt that they are working for God 
in this capacity, however imperfectly.

Let every soul be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from God, 
and the authorities that exist are 
appointed by God. Therefore who-
ever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who 
resist will bring judgment on them-
selves. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to evil. Do you 
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want to be unafraid of the author-
ity? Do what is good, and you will 
have praise from the same. For he 
is God’s minister to you for good. 
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he 
does not bear the sword in vain; for 
he is God’s minister, an avenger to 
execute wrath on him who practic-
es evil (Romans 13:1-4).

So does that mean that whoever 
happens to hold a government office 
can do whatever they want and 
God will approve it? Absolutely 
not! God promises judgments will 
be made on leaders and upon their 
nations. Indeed, many Bible verses 
are about judgment of present and 
future nations. This is not simply 
about getting back to the principles 
of our nation’s “founding fathers.” 
Some things were better in the past 
and some things were worse. It is a 
mistake to think the past was always 
better (Eccl.  7:10).

Old Testament Prophecies of 
Nations to Continue

The Old Testament has a number of 
prophecies about specific nations 
that have been fulfilled, and many 
that have clearly not been fulfilled. 
Many of these will be fulfilled at the 
return of Christ. They show that these 
nations will exist throughout history 
as recognizable groups of people. 
Here are a few:

“As for Me, behold, My covenant is 
with you, and you shall be a father 
of many nations. No longer shall 
your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for 
I have made you a father of many 
nations” (Genesis 17:4-5).

Other verses show that Ishmael, 
Esau, Jacob’s twelve sons and 
probably Abraham’s five sons by 
Keturah (Genesis 25:4) were all to 
become nations. Abraham did not 
receive those promises, but died, and 
is waiting for the resurrection, when 
the rest of the believers will be raised 
with him (Hebrews 11:8, 13, 39-40). 
What will God show Abraham at the 
resurrection? Will He tell Abraham 
that his descendants once constituted 
many nations, but they are now all 
dead or assimilated? Or will He show 
Abraham his nations that endured 
throughout history?

Both Jews and Muslims believe that 
the Arabs are descendants of Ishmael. 
Other Middle Eastern peoples are 
descended from Esau, though there 
is some debate about who is who. A 
resurrected Abraham will be in a key 
position to make peace in the Middle 
East, considering these nations and 
Israel are all his children!

Isaiah explains how Egypt will have 
to repent of its past, and then serve 
God, alongside Assyria and Israel, 
in the future. (This certainly has not 
happened yet!)

In that day five cities in the land of 
Egypt will speak the language of 
Canaan and swear by the LORD of 
hosts; one will be called the City 
of Destruction. In that day there 
will be an altar to the LORD in the 
midst of the land of Egypt, and a 
pillar to the LORD at its border. 
And it will be for a sign and for 
a witness to the LORD of hosts in 
the land of Egypt, for they will cry 
to the LORD because of the op-
pressors, and He will send them a 
Savior and a Mighty One, and He 
will deliver them. Then the LORD 
will be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians will know the LORD in 
that day, and will make sacrifice 
and offering; yes, they will make a 
vow to the LORD and perform it. 
And the LORD will strike Egypt, 
He will strike and heal it; they will 
return to the LORD, and He will be 
entreated by them and heal them. 
In that day there will be a highway 
from Egypt to Assyria, and the As-
syrian will come into Egypt and 
the Egyptian into Assyria, and the 
Egyptians will serve with the As-
syrians. In that day Israel will be 
one of three with Egypt and As-
syria—blessing in the midst of the 
land, whom the LORD of hosts 
shall bless, saying, “Blessed is 
Egypt My people, and Assyria the 
work of My hands, and Israel My 
inheritance” (Isaiah 19:18-25).

Even more nations are mentioned in 
this prophecy about Christ returning 
for a second re-gathering of Israel:
And in that day there shall be a 
Root of Jesse, Who shall stand 
as a banner to the people, for the 
Gentiles shall seek Him, and His 
resting place shall be glorious. 
It shall come to pass in that day 

that the LORD shall set His hand 
again the second time to recover 
the remnant of His people who are 
left, from Assyria and Egypt, from 
Pathros and Cush, from Elam and 
Shinar, from Hamath and the is-
lands of the sea. He will set up a 
banner for the nations, and will as-
semble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of 
Judah from the four corners of the 
earth. Also the envy of Ephraim 
shall depart, and the adversaries 
of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim 
shall not envy Judah, and Judah 
shall not harass Ephraim. But they 
shall fly down upon the shoulder of 
the Philistines toward the west; to-
gether they shall plunder the peo-
ple of the East; they shall lay their 
hand on Edom and Moab, and the 
people of Ammon shall obey them. 
The LORD will utterly destroy the 
tongue of the Sea of Egypt; with 
His mighty wind He will shake His 
fist over the River, and strike it in 
the seven streams, and make men 
cross over dry-shod. There will be 
a highway for the remnant of His 
people who will be left from As-
syria, as it was for Israel in the day 
that he came up from the land of 
Egypt (Isaiah 11:10-16).

Nations are still important to God. 
He has made promises to them and 
He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). Yes, the 
New Covenant is based upon better 
promises (Hebrews 8:6), but that 
does not mean lesser promises are 
broken.

New Testament also Prophecies 
Nations to Continue

Most verses that mention “nations” 
(Greek ethnos) in the New Testament 
simply refer to “countries” or 
“ethnic groups” in general”—not 
any specific nations. If we had only 
those verses, we might conclude 
that it is describing the way people 
group themselves and that God has 
nothing to do with the grouping. But 
other verses clearly mention national 
governments and how God works 
with them in unique ways.

Even though we have demonstrated 
how salvation is now for the entire 
world, the nation of Israel is clearly 
treated differently from the time 
of Jesus ministry till long after His 
second coming:
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These twelve Jesus sent out and 
commanded them, saying: “Do 
not go into the way of the Gen-
tiles, and do not enter a city of the 
Samaritans. But go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matthew 10:5).

And behold, a woman of Canaan 
came from that region and cried 
out to Him, saying, “Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David! My 
daughter is severely demon-pos-
sessed.” But He answered her not 
a word. And His disciples came 
and urged Him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she cries out after us.” 
But He answered and said, “I was 
not sent except to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel” (Matthew 
15:22-24).

Jesus did nearly all of His teaching 
in Israel and His message was to 
Israel. When people of other nations 
sought out Jesus, He answered their 
sincere requests—as the woman 
above who received a healing. There 
were only a few other specific cases 
of non-Israelite miracles. Jesus took 
the message of the Gospel first to 
Israel, then had His disciples take it 
to other nations:

But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth (Acts 1:8).

For I am not ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek (Romans 1:16).

This unique position of Israel does 
not end in the first century. The 
descendants of twelve tribes of Israel 
will continue to exist when Christ 
returns and the twelve apostles will 
judge them in the coming millennium:

So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I 
say to you, that in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man sits on the 
throne of His glory, you who have 
followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel” (Matthew 19:28).

Even the gates of the New Jerusalem 
will have the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel written on them:

And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and showed me the great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descend-
ing out of heaven from God, hav-
ing the glory of God. Her light 
was like a most precious stone, 
like a jasper stone, clear as crys-
tal. Also she had a great and 
high wall with twelve gates, and 
twelve angels at the gates, and 
names written on them, which are 
the names of the twelve tribes of 
the children of Israel (Revelation 
21:10-12).

Here, the combination of “nations” 
and “kings” makes it obvious that 
there are civil governments with 
kings ruling over these nations. 
There are more nations than just 
Israel, but also many other nations 
that will have come to God.

The city had no need of the sun or 
of the moon to shine in it, for the 
glory of God illuminated it. The 
Lamb is its light. And the nations 
of those who are saved shall walk 
in its light, and the kings of the 
earth bring their glory and hon-
or into it (Revelation 21:23-24).

On the other side, Jesus Christ 
mentions evil things that nations 
have done and will do—from His 
day all the way to the end of the 
Millennium:

Therefore, indeed, I send you [the 
Jewish nation] prophets, wise 
men, and scribes: some of them 
you will kill and crucify, and some 
of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from 
city to city, that on you may come 
all the righteous blood shed on 
the earth, from the blood of righ-
teous Abel to the blood of Zecha-
riah, son of Berechiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and 
the altar. Assuredly, I say to you, 
all these things will come upon 
this generation. O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the one who kills the 
prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, 
as a hen gathers her chicks un-
der her wings, but you were not 
willing! See! Your house is left to 
you desolate; for I say to you, you 
shall see Me no more till you say, 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the LORD!’  (Matthew 
23:4-39).

For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. And 
there will be famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes in various places. 
All these are the beginning of sor-
rows. Then they will deliver you up 
to tribulation and kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake. And then many will 
be offended, will betray one an-
other, and will hate one another. 
Then many false prophets will rise 
up and deceive many. And because 
lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold. But he who en-
dures to the end shall be saved. And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world as a wit-
ness to all the nations, and then the 
end will come. Therefore when you 
see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 
standing in the holy place (whoever 
reads, let him understand), then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains (Matthew 24:7-16).

Now when the thousand years have 
expired, Satan will be released from 
his prison and will go out to de-
ceive the nations which are in the 
four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to 
battle, whose number is as the sand 
of the sea (Revelation 20:7-8).

Judgment of Nations
On several occasions, Jesus mentions 
that various judgments will fall on 
specific peoples. He starts with the 
people of his own country, who did not 
honor him because they knew him and 
his family.

Then He went out from there and 
came to His own country, and His 
disciples followed Him. And when 
the Sabbath had come, He began to 
teach in the synagogue. And many 
hearing Him were astonished, say-
ing, “Where did this Man get these 
things? And what wisdom is this 
which is given to Him, that such 
mighty works are performed by His 
hands! Is this not the carpenter, the 
Son of Mary, and brother of James, 
Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are 
not His sisters here with us?” And 
they were offended at Him. But Je-
sus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own 
country, among his own relatives, 
and in his own house.” Now He

continued on page 18
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There are dozens of different ways 
that Bible students understand 

the timing of the Spring Feast Days. 
Some are only minimally different, 
others greatly different. Books that 
attempt to harmonize the four 
Gospels seem to have the most 
trouble harmonizing the last few 
days of Jesus life, His death and His 
resurrection.  Certain variations in 
Bible translations have been known 
to confuse us as well.  

People have an inherent need for 
structure. In our experience, the 
Spring Holy Days are there to help 
the believer with the structure 
and interpretation of the events 
surrounding Christ’s death and 
resurrection. A discussion on the 
chronological events that surrounded 
Christ’s crucifixion was conducted at 
the Chicagoland Church of God last 
year, and the centerfold of this issue is 
a reproduction of what was presented 
to help the brethren.

After the first three Gospel accounts 
were written, the last gospel writer 
could have been inspired to tie 
together and explain all of the points 
of the first three. But God did not do 
that! Why? Because the substance of 
these events is far more important 
than their timing. Even years 
afterward, neither Luke, Peter, Paul 
or John further expounded on the 
timing of Jesus’ Last week on earth. 
But there are over a hundred verses 
referencing the importance of those 
events. Here are a very few:

… Jesus Christ our Lord … 
declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead (Romans 1:3-4).

For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through 

the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life (Romans 5:10).

And I, brethren, when I came to 
you, did not come with excellence 
of speech or of wisdom declaring 
to you the testimony of God. For I 
determined not to know anything 
among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified (1Corinthians 2:1-2).

For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures (1Corintiahns 15:3).

Therefore purge out the old leaven, 
that you may be a new lump, since 
you truly are unleavened. For 
indeed Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us (1 Corinthians 
5:7).

But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ is not risen. 
And if Christ is not risen, then our 
preaching is empty and your faith 
is also empty (1 Corinthians 15:13-
14).

That I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death 
(Philippians 3:10).

Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead (1Peter 
1:3).

It is good for Bible students to 
carefully compare verses to seek the 
most accurate chronology of the 
Scripture. It is bad if those studies 
cause us to lose sight of the more 
important spiritual lessons of the 
Bible—or if they cause us to condemn 
others who see the spiritual lessons, 
but disagree with our chronology. 

The Bible itself gives us example 
of this spiritual approach. Acts 
2:1 uses the expression “When the 
Day of Pentecost had fully come”, 
implying that there might have 
been other methods of determining 
Pentecost that would have ended up 
on an earlier day—indeed some Bible 
scholars teach this. But Acts does not 
go on to expound those differences, 
but rather tells the vital story of what 
happened on that Pentecost. 

Lastly, Jesus commends the scribes 
and Pharisees for being technically 
accurate in tithing on herbs, but 
condemns them for missing the 
important Scriptural lessons:

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you pay tithe 
of mint and anise and cummin, 
and have neglected the weightier 
matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith. These you ought 
to have done, without leaving the 
others undone (Matthew 23:23).
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Chronology	of	Events	Leading	up	to	the	Lord’s	Supper	
and	the	Ascension	of	Christ	
 
 
 
            

 

Preparation	Day	(John	19:14,31,42)	

15th	Day	of	Nisan	 16th	Day	of	Nisan	 17th	Day	of	Nisan	 18th	Day	of	Nisan	

Three	Days	and	Three	Nights 

14th	Day	of	Nisan	

Judas goes out into the night to betray Jesus 
(John 13:27) – Sacrifice begins with betrayal 

Old	Testament	

New	Testament	

Matt. 26:17-19 – “Where 
do you want us to prepare 
to eat the Passover?” 
Luke 22:7 – “Go prepare 
the Passover for us, that 
we may eat” not the 
eating of the Lamb, but a 
Chagigah or a feast which 
preceded it (see Notes 1 
and 2 this sheet). 
- No lamb eaten. 
- Prepare – Jewish custom 
of removal of leaven on 
this night (start of Nisan 
14). 

NEW COVENANT INSTITUTED 
• (Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-23) 
• New Observance drawing from other OT Covenant Sacrifices: 

o Exodus 24:6-8 – Blood of the Covenant Sprinkled by Moses a 
few months later 

o All of the OT sacrifices including Passover (Isaiah 53:10, 
Hebrews 13:10-12) 

CHURCH OF GOD OBSERVANCE: 
Commemorate the institution of the New Covenant  

• Foot washing (John 13:1-20) 
• Partake of the symbols of bread (His body broken) and wine (blood shed) 
• We join Him in His sufferings (Philippians 3:10) 
• We prepare for the Passover, Days of UB – removal of leaven 

Jesus Crucified (~ 9 AM) 
~ 3PM Expiring Cry (Matthew 27:50) 

Buried in haste before High Day (~ 6 PM) 

			High	Day	(First	Day	of	UB)	

CHURCH OF GOD OBSERVANCE: 
Night to be Much Observed (Exodus 12:42) 

• Observance of Passover 
• Commence Observance of the Days of UB 
• Jesus Christ is our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

Passover Lambs Killed (Exodus 12:6) 
Lambs then eaten “In haste” 

Blood of Lambs struck on the lintels and 
doorposts (Exodus 12:22,23) 

Days of Unleavened Bread begin (Exodus 12:14-20) 
First Day a Holy Convocation (12:15) 
Night of solemn observance (12:42) 

Destroyer strikes Egyptians (12:23) 
Lord passed over the Israelites (12:27) 
 

NOTES: 
 

1. Confusion has existed as to what observance Jesus Christ kept with His disciples when He 
instituted the New Covenant.  The reason the disciples questioned Jesus about where they 
were going to eat the Passover meal was because Jewish custom required that the location 
be prepared by removing the leaven from it on the night of Nisan 14.  The disciples were 
unaware that Jesus would be dead by the time the actual Passover lambs were eaten (at the 
end of the 14th of Nisan) 

2. Luke 22:15 has been used to suggest that they had a Passover meal.  “This Passover” (KJV) 
is Christ referring to the Passover that was to come, should be read as an unfulfilled 
wish.  Christ truly longed to eat that coming Passover with his disciples, but his desire 
could not be realized.  The following is the translation of Luke 22:15,16 in the Holy Bible 
in Modern English, and early English translation:  And he said to them:  'I have longingly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before my suffering; however, I tell you that I shall 
not eat of it, until it can be administered in the Kingdom of God.'  

3. The proper Greek reading is “On the first of the Sabbaths (plural).  This is in reference to 
Leviticus 23:15-17, where this “First day” is the first of the days to start the count of seven 
Sabbaths to Pentecost.   Jesus Christ typifies the wave sheaf offering as the Firstfruits to 
God (Leviticus 23:10,11) on the morrow after the Sabbath. 
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Mary Magdalene came early when 
it was early and still dark on the 
first day of the Sabbaths.  Tomb 

Empty (John 20:1,2).  See note 3. 

“Touch Me not, for I have not yet 
ascended ...” (John 20:17) 

Weekly	Sabbath	

He shall wave (elevate) the sheaf before 
the Lord, to be accepted on your behalf; 

on the day after the Sabbath the priest 
shall wave it (Leviticus 23:11) 

 

The Ascension of Christ 
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continued from page 14

could do no mighty work there, ex-
cept that He laid His hands on a 
few sick people and healed them. 
And He marveled because of their 
unbelief. Then He went about 
the villages in a circuit, teaching 
(Mark 6:1-6).

Jesus also mentions a future judgment 
in which people from various cities 
and nations will fare better or worse, 
depending upon what they did in 
this life. He goes on to explain that 
peoples from certain jurisdictions 
will judge each other based upon what 
they knew and what they did with 
that information. Admittedly, these 
verses are not often taught, because 
they do not fit into many Christians’ 
theologies. Nevertheless, it should be 
the goal of every Christian to read 
all the words of Jesus and pray for 
understanding of them. Judgment is 
not simple!

 Now whatever city or town you 
enter, inquire who in it is worthy, 
and stay there till you go out. And 
when you go into a household, 
greet it. If the household is worthy, 
let your peace come upon it. But if 
it is not worthy, let your peace re-
turn to you. And whoever will not 
receive you nor hear your words, 
when you depart from that house 
or city, shake off the dust from your 
feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it will 
it will be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for that 
city! (Matthew 10:11-16).

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works 
which were done in you had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sack-
cloth and ashes. But I say to you, it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgment than 
for you. And you, Capernaum, 
who are exalted to heaven, will be 
brought down to Hades; for if the 
mighty works which were done 
in you had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this 
day. But I say to you that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of So-
dom in the day of judgment than for 
you (Matthew 11:21-24).

The men of Nineveh will rise up in 
the judgment with this generation 

and condemn it, because they re-
pented at the preaching of Jonah; 
and indeed a greater than Jonah is 
here. The queen of the South will 
rise up in the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for 
she came from the ends of the earth 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; 
and indeed a greater than Solomon 
is here (Matthew 12:41-42).

We can learn even more from 
the words of Jesus in the book of 
Revelation. He gives us the exact 
judgment that will be pronounced 
upon the end time Babylon. It is 
not eternal torture in “hell”. It is not 
simply a matter of them accepting 
Jesus and escaping all judgment. 
Even so, I would encourage them to 
ask for mercy from His judgment, 
because sometimes God changes 
His mind and sometimes He does 
not (1 Chronicles 21:1-19; 2 Samuel 
12:14-20). Babylon is told that she 
will receive twice as much trouble as 
she caused God’s people. This is not 
infinite, but it is a big judgment!

And he cried mightily with a loud 
voice, saying, “Babylon the great 
is fallen, is fallen, and has be-
come a dwelling place of demons, 
a prison for every foul spirit, and 
a cage for every unclean and hat-
ed bird! For all the nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication, the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication 
with her, and the merchants of the 
earth have become rich through 
the abundance of her luxury.” And 
I heard another voice from heaven 
saying, “Come out of her, my peo-
ple, lest you share in her sins, and 
lest you receive of her plagues. For 
her sins have reached to heaven, 
and God has remembered her in-
iquities. Render to her just as she 
rendered to you, and repay her 
double according to her works; in 
the cup which she has mixed, mix 
double for her” (Revelation 18:2-
6).

So as a practical matter, if you ever 
find yourself a victim of an end-time 
evil Babylonian government, you 
might remind whatever Babylonian 
agent that is about to do you evil that 
he or she will receive twice as much 
misery in God’s judgment as they 
give you. Sharing God’s judgment 
might protect you!

What Are Christians’ 
Responsibilities to Their 

Nations Today?

Some Christians may believe that 
if they are under the law of God or 
under the grace of Christ, that civil 
laws do not apply to them. But in 
practice, nearly all of those Chris-
tians obey traffic laws, pay taxes, and 
avoid breaking other laws that would 
result in fines or imprisonment. The 
New Testament lets us know that civ-
il governments are still in place and 
tells us how we should react to them. 
Here are five biblical principles we 
can put to work in our lives: 

1. Obey civil government laws that 
correspond with the scriptures. 

Romans 13 leaves no doubt that 
Christians should obey civil 
governments that are upholding good 
and prosecuting crimes. When a 
man asked Jesus to make his brother 
divide his inheritance with him, 
Jesus declined to usurp the existing 
government (Luke 12:13-14). The 
Old Testament told them to have 
judges and officers appointed to hear 
such cases (Deuteronomy 16:18-20), 
and Jesus was not one of them. The 
law did not permit a person to try one 
judge after another until he found one 
who agreed with him.

2. Obey civil laws that are not 
derived from the Bible provided 
they are not clearly evil.

Jesus clearly explained that it was not 
right to place a “temple tax” on Jesus 
and his apostles (Mathew 17:24-27). 
But He paid it anyway, avoiding 
offending the government and getting 
“in trouble” over an issue that was 
not important enough to solve. Jesus 
sought God for a miraculous way 
out of the situation: He caused the 
needed money to appear in the mouth 
of a fish rather than working for 
the money or using offerings to his 
ministry. There are other examples of 
this in the New Testament. A major 
example is the use of the Name of 
God: YHVH (pronounced Yahovah, 
Yahuwah, Yahweh, Jehovah, etc.). 
The Old Testament contains many 
commands to praise His Name, but 
the Jewish leaders did not say it lest 
they accidentally blaspheme His 
name. So we do not have a record 
of Jesus or the apostles saying or 
writing this Name.
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3.  Obey God rather than men.
Many times the Jewish leaders faulted 
Jesus for healing on the Sabbath, 
which was against their law, but not 
against the Scripture. The Pharisees 
and Scribes taught that people could 
dedicate their possessions to the 
temple and not have to use them 
to help their parents, but Jesus said 
their legal tradition was undoing the 
commandments of God (Mark 9:7-
13). Peter said he would preach the 
Gospel, even though the government 
officials commanded him not to do so 
(Acts 5:28-29). When governments 
make sins “legal”, Christians must 
be very careful not to go along—not 
“follow the crowd in doing wrong” 
(Exodus 23:2, NIV). 

4. Pray for those in civil 
governments.

Therefore I exhort first of all that 
supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men, for kings and all who 
are in authority, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and reverence. For this 
is good and acceptable in the sight 
of God our Savior, Who desires all 
men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 
2:1-4).

We do not expect to bring about the 
kingdom of God through prayers 
for secular nations. But we do want 
peace so that we and our families 
can do God’s work without great 
suffering for ourselves, our families 
and those we reach with the Gospel. 

5. Make civil governments better 
as we are able. 

Many Christians would object to 
participating in civil governments, 
saying, “These are organizations 
of men, not of God.” That is true, 
but most of our jobs, schools, 
and even church governments are 
“organizations of men, not of God”. 
We do not participate in any of these 
things because we think we can 
make a “utopia” on earth without 
Jesus Christ’s return. We participate 
in government because it is part of 
loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

 When the righteous are in author-
ity, the people rejoice; But when a 
wicked man rules, the people groan 
(Proverbs 2:2).

Daniel and his three friends were part 
of a corrupt Babylonian government, 
but they ruled well, looking to God 
for deliverance from jealous, corrupt 
politicians. Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea were government officials 
that believed in Jesus and gave His 
body the burial it deserved (John 
19:38-39). Joseph had the wonderful 
distinction of being a man courageous 
enough to vote against the execution 
of Jesus (Luke 23:50-52). Would you 
want to do that if you had the chance?

John the Baptist taught tax collectors 
not to cheat people and soldiers to 
be content with their wages (Luke 
3:12-14). They were often paid 
very little because the government 
expected them to earn more money 
through corruption. James taught the 
leaders of “the twelve tribes scattered 
abroad” (James 1:1) not to engage in 
wars and other national sins:

Where do wars and fights come 
from among you? Do they not come 
from your desires for pleasure 
that war in your members? You 
lust and do not have. You murder 
and covet and cannot obtain. You 
fight and war, yet you do not have 
because you do not ask. You ask 
and do not receive, because you 
ask amiss, that you may spend it 
on your pleasures.  Adulterers and 
adulteresses! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is en-
mity with God? Whoever therefore 
wants to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. Or 
do you think that the Scripture says 
in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in 
us yearns jealously”? But He gives 
more grace. Therefore He says: 
“God resists the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble.” Therefore 
submit to God. Resist the devil and 
he will flee from you. Draw near to 
God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-
minded (James 4:1-8). 

The Bible teaches Christians to settle 
civil cases between themselves in the 
church, rather than go to civil courts 
(1 Corinthians 6). However, few 
churches or believers ever do this—
or even provide for any means to do 
it. Yet Paul says believers should be 
able to do it:

 Do you not know that the saints 
will judge the world? And if the 
world will be judged by you, are 
you unworthy to judge the small-
est matters? Do you not know that 
we shall judge angels? How much 
more, things that pertain to this 
life? (1 Corinthians 6:2-3).

“Governments” (KJV) or 
“administrations” (most other 
translations) is actually listed 
as a spiritual gift (1 Corinthians 
12:28). 

Conclusion
The purpose of life is to learn to 
love God and love our neighbor 
as ourselves (Matthew 22:36-39). 
By letting Him live in us, we can 
live forever (Colossians 1:27). We 
need to do this as individuals, in 
our families, in our jobs, in our 
communities and in our nations. 
These are all ways in which people 
relate to God and their fellow man. 
All of these things must be brought 
in subjection to Christ.

God clearly gives certain 
responsibilities to certain nations, 
and promises to judge them for 
what they do. The Christian is 
not somehow exempt from any 
responsibility toward his or her 
nation. But nor is the Christian 
responsible for bringing about the 
Kingdom of God through political 
means. A Christian may be able 
to be a good example and make 
some things better for some people 
sometimes. But like Nicodemus, 
we will often find ourselves voting 
in favor of Christ when most of the 
rest of the world is going the wrong 
way.  It is enough to stand clearly in 
opposition to the obvious sins of our 
nation:

“For all the nations have drunk of 
the wine of the wrath of her [Baby-
lon’s] fornication, the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication 
with her, and the merchants of the 
earth have become rich through 
the abundance of her luxury.” And 
I heard another voice from heaven 
saying, “Come out of her, my peo-
ple, lest you share in her sins, and 
lest you receive of her plagues” 
(Revelation 18:3-4).
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Ask Norm!

asknorm@shepherdsvoicemagazine.org

10/19/17

Dear brother in Christ:

Greetings. My name is Stephen 
Karuga Kariuki, an elder in an 
independent, small congregation in 
Kenya called Sabbatarian Church of 
God.

We joined the independent 
movement through the inspiration of 
independent brethren such as Church 
Of God Big Sandy, the late Ray 
Wooten, and our dear friend Dennis 
Mouland, etc.

We broke away from the 
Armstrongism hierarchical way 
and have been shunned by the 
Armstrongist spin off around us. I 
followed all the educating material 
in the Servants’ News and now 
subscribe to the Shepherd’s Voice 
Magazine. I have shared your articles 
in the Servants’ News to many 
former WCG members to help them 
overcome the mind control created 
for many years by the corporate 
church. I am happy to say that I 
personally and a few with me have 
now embraced the concept of the 
spiritual organism and unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 
4:1-3)

Servant leadership, avoiding titles 
(Revelation 2:2), not coercing people 
to contribute a certain percentage 
of their income to build a religious 
empire. We have understood cheerful 
giving which builds character 
(Romans 12:1-2). 
Two of your writings helped us most 
to grow in grace and knowledge of 
Christ:

1) How Does the Eternal Govern 
Through Humans?

2) How Do We Give to the Eternal?
I feel you should rewrite these two 
for general edification removing the 
WCG references for distribution to 
all religious groups.

I just want to personally thank you 
for the good work in the independent 
movement. I am not in a position to 
give a financial donation, but know 
I have prayed for you and your team 
all along and will continue. I have 
received much from your service- 
my main appreciation has been 
sharing with others by photocopying 
and preaching in our small local 
church.

[Address change information not 
included]

Our country is facing a very 
contentious repeat presidential 
election on October 10, 2017, one 
week from now. Please mention us 
in your private prayers. There have 
been deaths, as politicians compete 
for political power. Elections are 
very emotive here.

Thanks brother; pass my regards to 
the staff brethren behind Shepherds 
Voice Magazine. It is like a breath 
of fresh air, independent minded, 
joyfully expressing the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. And 
by this, the world will believe that 
Christ was sent to affect it in us 
(John 17:21).

A brother in Kenya that those in the 
US never have met but one in Christ 
and in The Father forming a spiritual 
organism, with a common hope.

Shalom and God bless.
Stephen Karuga Kariuki

BOX 905-00208,
NGONG,KAJIADO

KENYA

Dear Stephen Karuga Kariuki:

Your letter is most encouraging to us. 
It helps us see that the work we have 
done has been a blessing to you and 
other believers there, even though 
we have not planned it or spent any 
money specifically to help you. 
We sow the seed via magazine and 
Internet, and it is God that brings the 
fruit.

It is the mission of servants of God 
to turn people to God, not to turn 
them into an organization in one’s 
own name. Hence we do not see 
the “Church of Peter”, “Church of 
Paul” or “Church of James” in the 
New Testament. I really doubt there 
was a “Church of Thomas”. These 
men did not leave organizations 
behind them because they were not 
commissioned to build them. They 
were commissioned to preach the 
gospel and make disciples who 
would do the same things that Christ 
taught them to do (Matthew 28:19-
20). And we should expect the same 
thing of servants of God today.

May God bless you in the ministry 
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He has given you. You need not send 
us any money and we will not send 
you any unless God shows us in 
some way. God supplies the needs of 
ministries as He sees fit.

I agree with your suggestion to rewrite 
my literature so it is easily understood 
by people with no knowledge of the 
WCG and its offshoots. I did this 
to How Does The Eternal Govern 
Through Humans? in 2004. You can 
find it here: http://www.cbtm.info/
cbtm/popular/govhum.pdf

I need to do this to How Do We Give 
to the Eternal? and other literature—
and I plan to do it. In the 1990s 
and early 2000s, God used me to 
reach a small group of people who 
had a specific common Christian 
background and who were very 
serious about following His Word. In 
the future, I think my ministry will 
be to a much wider audience who are 
still learning the Scriptures.

I have prayed for the elections 
in Kenya. I read some about the 
difficulties and the corruption there. 
The USA and many other countries 
are experiencing similar problems. 
Powerful political forces have relied 
more and more on manipulating 
public opinion to get elected, rather 
than making honest promises and 
trying to deliver on them. Voters 
are beginning to see that more than 
ever before, and are voting for non-
traditional candidates and parties. The 
result is a real conflict. The secular 
nature of most nations’ politics does 
not encourage leaders or voters to 
repent of their sins—which is the 
only real solution. Instead, greed for 
money and power continues—and 
the strife becomes more serious. 

It is good to know that we can follow 
God in spite of religious or political 
power-seeking and strife. The power 
and love of God will abide forever! 
Amen!

October 24, 2017

Hello Norman,

It is my desire that you and your 
family are well in all regards. My 
wife and I are still in good health, 
even though I have a bad hip that 
hinders me some in my work.

Our main business, Prairie Mills Feed 

and & Farm Supply, has continued to 
grow over the years, and about four 
years ago we were able to bring in a 
junior partner, which has proven to 
be a great blessing for us.

I might have told you before that we 
also have a small farming operation 
called Cackleberry Farms, where we 
raise range fed chickens, eggs and 
beef.

About a year ago we started up a 
third business, called J.E.S. Tire 
and Automotive, where we sell tires 
as well as mount and balance them. 
We also do light automotive service, 
such as oil changes, etc.

Response: Thanks for the update—I 
found Cackleberry Farms in my old 
notes. Your family is setting a great 
example by running these honest, 
helpful businesses. It is great that 
you have taken on a junior partner—
teaching and investing in others as 
they help you. It is not easy to start a 
small business these days, but when 
one does, it is great to pass it on to 
the right person as one gets older. We 
are doing the same thing with our 
homeless ministry.

Letter: The reason I share these 
things with you is because I consider 
you a friend. You helped us during 
some very turbulent times after 
Worldwide [Church] broke up and 
many of us were desperately trying 
to figure out where we had been, 
where we stood at the time and where 
we needed to go. In your article on 
church government, you showed 
from the Scripture that we had been 
misled and manipulated by men, and 
the ones we thought had such great 
authority over our lives, in reality, 
had absolutely no authority over us 
whatsoever!

Response: I remember you writing 
back in January 1996, less than a year 
after I started Servants’ News. You 
helped out with the magazine. It was 
vital to learn that the Son still runs the 
Church and that He works through 
believers by the spiritual gifts that He 
gives. I think the reason He allows 
church denominations is because 
we, like ancient Israel, tend to want 
powerful human leaders (1 Samuel 
8). If the leaders follow the Eternal 
and the people follow the leaders, 
then things go well (1 Samuel 12). 
But if the King or the people depart 

from our Father, then there is trouble.
Big church groups like we attended 
tend to treat members this way: 
“Stay and tithe in our church group 
because we are the one true church 
because our doctrines are right and 
the money you give to us allows the 
ministry to bear spiritual fruit and 
that is what our Father wants.” And 
they do bear some fruit. Some people 
leave the church hierarchy, and then 
bear less fruit than they did under the 
hierarchy. We also must learn to bear 
fruit as individuals as we follow our 
Father and His Son. That does not 
automatically happen.

Many non-denominational believers 
continue in the trap of thinking that 
having all of their doctrines right is 
all their Father expects of them. There 
is nothing wrong with good doctrine, 
but knowledge is only one spiritual 
gift and tends to “puff up” rather than 
produce love (1 Corinthians 8:1). I 
eventually stopped Servants’ News 
because I did not want to debate finer 
and finer points of doctrine, but I 
wanted to do some of the major work 
given to believers:

“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen (Matthew 28:19-20).

“And these signs will follow those 
who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; they will speak 
with new tongues; they will take up 
serpents; and if they drink anything 
deadly, it will by no means hurt them; 
they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover” (Mark 16:17-18).

“But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8).

Pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their trouble, 
and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world (James 1:27).

Letter: For us, that was the beginning 
of a totally life-changing journey, a 
journey that we did not know before, 
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aware of any English word that is 
equal to “elohim.” Elohim is not a 
name, and certainly is not the Name 
of our Creator. It is our conviction 
that coming to know His Name is 
at the very foundation of coming to 
know Him.

Response: I understand your respect 
for our Heavenly Father and your 
desire to please Him and use His 
Name according to the Old Testa-
ment. I hope you will understand my 
desire to follow the Bible’s example 
of using the words that are most 
easily understood by the people we 
teach. The Hebrew elohim is usually 
used for the Creator of the Universe, 
but also for false gods—dozens of 
times. In the Aramaic parts of the 
Old Testament Ezra 4:8–6:18; 7:12-
26; Jeremiah 10:11; Daniel 2:4b–
7:28), elohim is never used, but the 
Aramaic elahh is used instead—for 
both the Creator and false gods 

The New Testament uses the Greek 
theos for both the Creator and false 
deities. The English “god” is little 
different than elahh or theos—it 
defaults to the true God, but can 
be a false god. Some etymologies 
will trace theos and “god” to pagan 
roots, but others do not. The origin 
of a word is not as important as what 
it presently means. Theos is used 
over 1000 times in a Greek New 
Testament.

Letter: Norman, I have to believe 
that you know and understand that 
the One who was sent to this earth 
as “the Lamb of Elohim” never 
was named Je-Zus, is not named 
such now and never shall be named 
such! Neither was His title Christos/
Christ. This is a gentile name and a 
Gentile title, and these are matters 
of fact.

Response: There is no doubt that 
“Jesus” comes from the Greek Ie-
sous, which does not sound much 
like the Herbrew Yeshuah or Yash-
uah, as some prefer. But Iesous and 
“Jesus” are the words massively 
used in the thousands of Greek 
manuscripts and billions of English 
Bible translations. Shem-Tob’s He-
brew Gospel of Matthew uses the 
derogatory Yeshu for the Son and 
never spells out the Father’s name. 

The Hebrew Mashiach, meaning 
“Anointed” appears as the Greek 

in a totally different direction from 
anything in our past. This journey 
that led us in the direction of seeking 
to come to know the only true Elo-
him and the One whom He sent. And 
within this seeking, this knocking 
and this asking, the Master began to 
teach us in matters of which we had 
little or no understanding in the past. 
Even as He spoke to the Father and 
said, “I have revealed Your Name to 
the men whom You gave Me out of 
the world. I have made Your Name 
known to them, and shall make it 
known, so that the love with which 
You loved Me might be in them, and I 
in them” [John 17:6, 26].

Response: The Hebrew word used 
for “name” in these verses is shem. 
It refers to both the words and 
sound of a name, but also its char-
acter and reputation: “A good name 
[shem] is to be chosen rather than 
great riches”… (Proverbs 22:1). It 
is not talking about the sound of a 
name, but its reputation. The same 
in Deuteronomy 22:19: “because he 
has brought a bad name [shem] on a 
virgin of Israel.” Moses wrote about 
his experience having the Name pro-
claimed to him. It was our Father’s 
character that was proclaimed:

He [the Eternal] said, “I will cause 
all My goodness to pass in front of 
you, and I will proclaim the name 
[Hebrew shem] Yahweh before you. 
I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and I will have compassion 
on whom I will have compassion” 
(Exodus 33:19, CSB).

Then Yahweh passed before him and 
called out, ‘Yahweh, Yahweh, God 
[Hebrew El] of tenderness and com-
passion, slow to anger, rich in faith-
ful love and constancy maintaining 
his faithful love to thousands, forgiv-
ing fault, crime and sin, yet letting 
nothing go unchecked, and punish-
ing the parent’s fault in the children 
and in the grandchildren to the third 
and fourth generation!’ (Exodus 
34:6-7, NJB).

Letter: This journey led us to the un-
derstanding that the Father, the Most 
High Elohim — not “God,” because 
“god” is singular with roots in Baal, 
and Elohim is plural and is the He-
brew word that is used to describe 
“the Ancient of Days, and One like 
unto the Son of Man.” — has an awe-
some and esteemed Name! I am not 

Messias only twice in the New Testa-
ment (John 1:41; 4:25). Every other 
place, the Greek word Christos is 
used—“Christ” in English. John 
13:13 says: “You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you say well, for so I am.” 
Our Savior accepted these Greek 
titles of Didaskalos (“Teacher”) and 
Kurios (“Lord”). If the Greek terms 
were acceptable, what is wrong 
with their English equivalents? The 
Apostle Paul clearly teaches us to use 
language that our hearers will under-
stand: 

So likewise you, unless you utter by 
the tongue words easy to understand, 
how will it be known what is spoken? 
For you will be speaking into the air, 
…. yet  in the church I would rather 
speak five words with my under-
standing, that I may teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in a tongue  
(1Corinthians 14:9, 19).

Letter: I know many people try to 
justify this gentile corruption in and 
through various translations. That 
does not hold water for various rea-
sons, and one looming reality is that 
you do not translate important names 
from one language to another lan-
guage. Rather, you transliterate them. 
As a result of this universal law of 
languages, important names are rec-
ognized the world over, regardless of 
which country and regardless of the 
language spoken. And what name 
is there in heaven or on the earth or 
even below the earth, greater than 
“this esteemed and awesome Name, 
YHVH (YAHUAH) your Elohim”?

Response: The New Testament writ-
ers often transliterated Hebrew words 
rather than translated them. Three 
times, when referring to our heavenly 
Father, New Testament has both abba 
(Hebrew transliterated into Greek) 
and the Greek word pater. “And He 
said, ‘Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for You….’” (Mark 14:36, 
also Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6). 
New Testament writers transliterated 
Hebrew words into Greek whenever 
they so desired! (Matthew 1:23; 5:22; 
27:46; Mark 5:41; 7:34; 10:51; 15:22, 
34; 15:3 John 1:38, 41, 42, 49; 3:2, 
26; 4:25, 31; 5:2; 9:2, 7; 11:8; 19:13, 
17; 20:16; Acts 4:36; 9:36, 40; 13:8; 
1 Corinthians 16:22; Hebrews 7:1-2; 
Revelation 9:11; 16:16). 

Yet the New Testament teachers nev-
er transliterated Elohim or Yahuah 
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the best of our lives—our time, our 
talents and our resources. Sometimes 
we give Him what is left over after 
our jobs, hobbies and entertainment. 
Our Father is not glorified when we 
do that. Other nations—and other 
religious groups—look at us and the 
Creator is not glorified. 

Our Pledge of Allegiance says we are 
“one nation under God,” but what do 
other nations see from our “nation 
under God?” 

• Most see our violent and 
pornographic films, our seductive 
music, our often self-seeking over-
seas government, military and busi-
ness ventures.

• Some see Christian missions 
to help bring water, food, good medi-
cine and the Gospel; some experi-
ence inspiring Christian literature, 
music and film. 

If the latter were greater than the 
former, His Name, in any language, 
would be glorified. If we prayed for 
our Father to suddenly and miracu-
lously change every Bible and Chris-
tian publication to exclusively use 
Yahuah, Yashua, Elohim would the 
world be much different? Christians 
would quickly learn the new names, 
but would their hearts be any differ-
ent? If all Christians suddenly be-
gan using their resources primarily 
to glorify our Father, to speak more 
powerfully than the sin of our day, 
we would change and bring bless-
ing upon the world. It is this type of 
ministry in which I hope to serve in 
this physical life, when my wife and I 
move to Tennessee in mid 2018.

Again, thank you for writing—it has 
helped me understand what I think 
and why, and I hope it will help oth-
ers to more clearly focus on the mis-
sions that God has given each of 
us.

Dear Steve:

Thank you for your help and willing-
ness to write to discuss the meaning 
of the Scriptures. I have learned in 
writing this and I hope you learn 
reading in it. The quote from Mala-
chi 2:2 is worth considering. Is he 
writing to people who use “God” 
and “Lord” rather than Elohim and 
Yahuah? We do not have to guess, 
but can simply back up a chapter:

“…Yet you say, ‘In what way have 
we despised Your name?’ You offer 
defiled food on My altar. But you say, 
‘In what way have we defiled You?’ 
By saying, ‘The table of the LORD 
is contemptible.’ And when you offer 
the blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil? 
And when you offer the lame and 
sick, is it not evil? Offer it then to 
your governor! Would he be pleased 
with you? Would he accept you fa-
vorably?” says the LORD of hosts 
(Malachi 1:6-8). 

“You also say, ‘Oh, what a weari-
ness!’ And you sneer at it,” says the 
LORD of hosts. “And you bring the 
stolen, the lame, and the sick; thus 
you bring an offering! Should I ac-
cept this from your hand?” says 
the LORD.  “But cursed be the de-
ceiver who has in his flock a male, 
and takes a vow, but sacrifices to the 
Lord what is blemished -- for I am a 
great King,” says the LORD of hosts, 
“And My name is to be feared among 
the nations” (Mal 1:13-14).

The message here is not the use, lack 
of use, translation, transliteration or 
pronunciation of our Father’s name. 
It is about giving evil offerings which 
make God look bad to the world.

Yashuah our Messiah was a sacrifice 
for all sins forever, eliminating the 
need for temple sacrifices (Hebrew 
10:11-14). Today, the body of be-
lievers is the temple (1 Corinthians 
3:16), and we offer our bodies as a 
living sacrifice (Romans 12:1). What 
kind of offerings are we giving to-
day? Sometimes we give our Father 

into Greek or other languages of the 
day. John wrote to people who knew 
little Hebrew because he explained 
the word rabbi twice (John 1:38; 
20:16) but never mentioned Elohim 
or Yahuah.  When Jesus was dying 
on the cross, He said “‘Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?’” 
(Matthew 27:46. Eli is the possessive 
form of El, a short form of Elohim. 
Jesus was probably quoting from 
Psalm 22:1 which uses Eli, but it was 
not a sin for Him to address the Fa-
ther in this manner. John wrote the 
meaning of these Hebrew words in 
Greek—and chose to use the Greek 
theos throughout his gospel rather 
than El or Elohim.

Letter: With me speaking about the 
Name of the Most High Elohim, one 
thing I want to point out to you is that 
we have not been and are not current-
ly involved with any “sacred names” 
groups. It seems that most of these 
groups are set in a certain rut, limit-
ing the Light and Word of Elohim, as 
well as the Set-apart Spirit.

Response: I occasionally attend “sa-
cred name” groups and believe I have 
seen His Spirit at work sometimes 
and not others. Unfortunately, I have 
found the attitude of self-righteous-
ness with their own knowledge. Ev-
eryone needs to find a congregation 
where they can learn and serve oth-
ers.

Letter: In closing, we are enclos-
ing [amount removed] to help you 
in your endeavors, and we wish you 
well. Also, I am enclosing a short 
quote from the book of Malachi, 
which I find sobering: 
 

A WARNING TO THE PRIESTS 
AND TO ALL SPIRITUAL 

TEACHERS:

“If you do not hear, and if you do 
not take it to heart, to give esteem to 
My Name, says YHVH (YAHUAH) 
of Hosts, I shall send a curse upon 
you, and I shall curse your blessings” 
(Mal 2:2).

Sincerely, 
Steve Schrock
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Frederick J. Eikerenkoetter II 
(1935-2009), known as Rev. 
Ike, was a flamboyant minister 
who preached the blessings of 
material prosperity to a large 
congregation in New York 
and to television and radio 
audiences nationwide.  He was 
the predecessor to modern-
day androcentric preachers 
like Frederick K. C. Price, T.L. 
Barrett, Benny Hinn, T. D. 
Jakes, Joel Osteen, and Creflo A. 
Dollar.

Contrary to the notion of self-
sacrifice and staking one’s 
hopes on the eternal age to 
come as taught by Jesus and His 
disciples, Eikerenkoetter taught 
his followers to seek their 
rewards “now.” He preached 
that the way to prosper and be 
well was to forget about “pie in 
the sky by and by” and to look 
instead within oneself for divine 
power.

Frederick Joseph Eikerenkoetter 
II was born on June 1, 1935, in 
Ridgeland, S.C. His father was a 
Baptist minister of Afro Dutch-
Indonesian extraction; and 
his mother was an elementary 
school teacher who taught her 
son in a one-room schoolhouse. 
The couple divorced when 
Frederick was 5.

At age 14, Fred became 
assistant pastor for his 
father’s congregation in 
South Carolina.  Finding the 
traditional Christianity of 
the South too constricting, 
Eikerenkoetter moved to the 
North, establishing his own 
churches in Boston and in 
New York City, where he 
shortened his name to “Rev. 
Ike”, ripened his prosperity 
message, and polished his 
presentation.

Eikerenkoetter was one of the 
first evangelists to grasp the 
power of television.  At the 
height of his success, in the 
1970s, he reached an audience 
estimated at 2.5 million 
viewers.

Rev. Ike also became a figure 
in pop culture. For example, 
on the situation comedy 
television show Sanford 
and Son, the character Fred 
Sanford, (played by Redd 
Foxx) often alluded to “Rev. 
Ike”.  This is where the scribe 
first heard about Rev. Ike.

Eikerenkoetter was not 
without his critics.  Because of 
his emphasis on material self-
fulfillment, Eikerenkoetter 

alienated traditional Christian 
ministers as well as civil rights 
leaders who believed that black 
churches at the time should have 
promoted social reform.  Rev. 
Ike was also accused of preying 
on poor people, from whom he 
received millions of dollars in 
donations.

Though his popularity and 
fortunes waxed and waned in 
the 1990s and 2000s, Frederick 
Eikerenkoetter continued to 
preach his message of prosperity 
until he suffered a stroke in 2007 
from which he never recovered. 
He died in 2009 at age 74
 
Eikerenkoetter gave his 
philosophy names like “Prosperity 
Now,” “positive self-image 
psychology”, “the science of living”, 
or “Thinkonomics”.  His favorite 
phrases included, “The lack of 
money is the root of all evil” and 
“You can’t lose with the stuff I 
use”.

Eikerenkoetter taught his 
followers that the correct way to 
believe in God was to believe in 
themselves.  Citing the transaction 
in the Bible in which the woman 
with the issue of blood was healed 
when she touched the hem of 
Jesus’ garment (after deciding 
to do so within her own mind) 

Edward Malone

Scribe’s Square

“Like Ike, 
If I Can Be Like Ike?”

A short analysis of the prosperity teachings 
of Rev. Ike and his spiritual progeny
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Eikerenkoutter concluded that 
“prayer is neither heard nor 
answered by a God in the sky” 
but that prayer is actually “a 
positive mental transaction 
within your own mind.”

“Your faith is no good until you 
learn to have faith in yourself”, 
exclaimed Ike in a 1972 sermon.
“God does not work for you 
from up in the sky.  God works 
for you from within your very 
own mind. The first step to 
achieving your desire is to 
believe that you can.”
 
Preachers like Rev. Ike are 
correct in noting that Christians 
often overemphasize God’s role 
in prayer. We often envision 
a passive role for ourselves in 
which God does everything 
and we do nothing. Yet, we find 
instances in the Bible where God 
actually requires the petitioner 
to do something for his or 
herself.

Yahweh rained bread down from 
heaven for the Israelites, but the 
people had to get out and gather 
it themselves (Exodus 16). Jesus 
healed the man who was born 
blind, but the man had to first 

wash at the pool of Siloam (John 
9). So, yes, we humans are often 
called upon to play an active 
role in our deliverance.
Nevertheless, Yahweh, the God 
of the Bible, is still sovereign.  
Eikerenkoetter errs in that he 
assigns a role for man in his own 
deliverance which is far greater 
than what is taught in the Bible.  
Although we humans must do 
things for ourselves, the Bible 
paints a picture of a God Who 
should ultimately be relied on 
and Whose will is ultimately 
done (Psalm 146:1-4; Romans 
11:33-36; Deuteronomy 32:39: 
Hebrews 11:16; Matthew 6:10; 
Psalm 119:89).

Eikerenkoutter also seemed 
to imply that God is an agent 
of humans and that it is God’s 
duty to work for us.  However, 
the Bible clearly teaches that 
humans are agents of God and 
that it is our duty to work for 
God (Ephesians 2:10; Revelation 
4:11).

Although Rev. Ike’s heyday 
was about 40 years ago and he 
has been dead for 8 years, his 
legacy still lives on. Just as a 
soul music aficionado can hear 

a little bit of Sam Cooke when 
he or she hears the singing of 
Marvin Gaye, Al Green, Bobby 
Womack, Jermaine Jackson, 
or Gerald Alston, a student of 
religion can hear a little bit of 
Frederick Eikerenkoutter when 
he or she hears the preaching 
of Fred Price, Binny Hinn, T.D. 
Jakes, and Joel Osteen.

In the face of these challenges, 
we must never allow ourselves 
to be carried away with a variety 
of novel doctrines.  Rather, we 
should be like the followers 
of Christ in Berea, searching 
the scriptures when presented 
with any proposed doctrine or 
practice, to determine whether 
these things could be so.  And we 
should always avail ourselves 
of the wealth that lies in the 
wisdom and knowledge of God. 

May God grant us all the 
wisdom and knowledge to 
detect the errors of Ike and those 
who “wanna be like Ike.”

Scribe’s Square is the copyright 
of Edward Malone and Death to 
Life Ministries, Inc.

Visit the YouTube Channel for the Independent Church of God Winnipeg Calgary Ministry for Sermons from 
Darren Connery, Jim Patterson, Alex Kennedy, Frank Bean and others.   

Follow us at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdVIwzf1n8msei8jeVGy-JA
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A lot has happened since the last 
PABC Update, with exciting new 

developments. Please read!

During 2016, Norman and Marleen 
Edwards realized they were nearing 
retirement age and could not carry on 
the sometimes night and day work of 
running a ministry to the homeless. 
They had three children and 5 (now 
7) grandchildren in the Nashville area 
and wanted to spend some quality 
time grand-parenting. 

Norman wrote an article in the Fall 
2016 Shepherd’s Voice Magazine, 
announcing a “two- to four-year 
mission to find fellow believers to 
continue the ministry in Port Austin.” 
He started a Facebook group and 
made other efforts to find new people 
to minister at PABC. But 2016 was 
PABC’s busiest year—there were 
so many people in need of help 
that there was little time to look for 
replacements. Even so, God has 
answered our prayers! On March 11, 
a man decided to read some of that 
Shepherd’s Voice Magazine article 
during the announcements at the 
Greater Phoenix Church of God, a 
small independent congregation. 

Jeff and Judy Kramer were in the 
congregation, and had recently been 
praying about a ministry like this 
to which they could dedicate a big 
part of their lives. They had been 
participating in another homeless 
ministry in Arizona. They made a 
visit to PABC in June of 2017 and 
then moved here with their five 
children in October. We have been 
working side by side for three months 
and much has been accomplished. 

Jeff and Judy are in their 30s and 
have the love for the people as well 
as the strength, energy and patience 
to carry out this mission. Jeff’s 
construction background is very 
helpful in maintaining and repairing 
the old buildings here.

Jeff not only plans to continue the 
homeless ministry, but also to expand  
it to include a recovery program 
similar to “Teen Challenge”. He has 
formed a non-profit corporation, 
Michigan House of Hope, which 
will make it much easier to receive 
private grants. We are grateful that 
God has provided a minister with 
similar beliefs to continue this work 
that we started in 2010. There are not 
many Seventh-day observing groups 
that get involved with homeless 
ministries—but there is so much to 
be learned from them. I asked Jeff 
Kramer to explain it in more detail:

We have made steady progress 
toward officially taking over 
operations of the homeless ministry 
in April of 2018. We have chosen 
a board of directors, whose names 
will be announced soon, and have 
hired an expert to apply for 501(c)
(3) status with the IRS, which is 
currently pending approval. [Norm: 
IRS 501(c)(3) restricts churches 
from commenting about government 
candidates and legislation, but works 
fine with homeless ministries.] 

Much of our effort has been in 
planning & developing a Christ-
centered 150 day Life Recovery 
Program we intend to launch in the 
spring/summer of this year. We want 

to offer more than just food & shelter 
to the people who come from a past 
of addictions, trauma and brokenness. 
God has placed in our hearts a deep 
desire to lead them in the steps they 
need in order to rebuild their lives, 
get to know their Creator and become 
productive members of society. 
Below is a very brief overview of the 
program and the 3 steps involved:

Step #1 - The first 30 days - Learning 
to build positive routines and 
adapting to a new Christ centered 
culture, daily structured biblical 
classes about Attitudes, Temptation, 
Successful Christian Living, 
Growing through Failure, Obedience 
to God, Obedience to Man, Love and 
Accepting Myself, Relationships 
with Others, etc.

Step #2 - The second 30 days - 
Learning to build responsibility and 
work ethic. Working daily side by side 
with MHH staff in various roles on 
campus, participating in community 
service projects, attending life skills 
workshops taught by community 
professionals, learning how to build 
resumes, apply for jobs and ace an 
interview. 

Step #3 - The last 90 days - Starting 
a job and learning how to keep it!  
Emphasis on handlling finances, 
creating a budget, overcoming 
obstacles in the workplace, etc. All 
will participate in Dave Ramsey’s 
Financial Peace University. 
Participants must keep and hold a job 
for 60 days, and will assist in setting 
up transitional housing and getting 
ready to live on their own.

PABC Update
 

Perpetuating the Ministry, 
Starting Anew
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After all the steps are completed, 
they will graduate from the program 
with a special dinner in their honor 
and a starter package to help them 
go forward on their own. For more 
detailed information about the 
program, watch our video by going to 
YouTube and searching “Jeff Kramer 
Michigan House of Hope”.Beyond 
the program we are also developing 
several other additions to the shelter. 
For instance, we are repairing the 
Air Base’s old walk-in freezers and 
coolers so that we can begin to host 
a community food pantry. We are 
working with the Eastern Michigan 
Food Bank to become a Partner 
Agency in which we will be able 
to be both a Food Pantry for the 
community and also use the food 
to serve daily meals to the guests 
staying at the shelter.

In terms of what kind of help we 
currently need, beyond the obvious 
financial needs just to keep the 
lights on and the buildings warm, 
we are really in need of committed 
Christian volunteers to serve in the 
Life Recovery Program and at the 
shelter in general. We cannot do this 
alone. We are currently developing 
several volunteer positions that have 
an immediate need to be filled. If you 
or anyone you know has an interest 
in serving please let us know. This is 
truly our greatest need at this time. 
Some of the current positions we need 
filled include Bookkeeper, Men’s 
Dorms Director, Women’s Dorm 
Director, Education Coordinator, 
Personal Plan Adviser, Dorm Pastor/
Mentor, Fundraising Coordinator, 
Kitchen Staff, Maintenance Staff, 
Food Bank Volunteers, Teaching 
Volunteers, Garden/Landscape 
Volunteers and others. 

More information is available on the 
web site: MichiganHouseOfHope.
com. 

Thanks so much for all you have 
done to help establish the PABC 
ministry. We hope you will continue 
to support our expanded program 
with our new name. Please feel free 
to call or email us directly with any 
further questions: Michigan House 
of Hope, 8180 Port Drive, PO Box 
160, Port Austin, Michigan, 48467; 
Jeff Kramer, mihouseofhope@gmail.
com, 989-582-0063.

If God is stirring you, offerings 
may be given to either Michigan 
House of Hope or Port Austin 
Bible Campus (or Port Austin 
Bible Church) throughout 2018. 
We will run another article when 
the MHH IRS 501(c)(3) status has 
been approved, guaranteeing tax-
deductibility.

Checks to Jeff or Judy Kramer or 
Norman or Marleen Edwards are 
treated as non-tax-deductible gifts. 
These are appreciated as all of the 
positions at MHH and PABC are 
non-paid volunteers. The Edwards 
plan to stay into the summer until 
more help arrives. We all hope that 
you will pray and think about the 
needs for laborers for His harvest!
Norman plans to continue his work 
through Church Bible Teaching 
Ministry in Nashville and still write 
for Shepherds’ Voice Magazine. 
Offerings can be sent to them at 
PO Box 204, Port Austin, Michigan 
48467, or PayPal to offerings@
cbtm.info.. He is praying to find 
others to work together on three 
projects:

1. A Christian community 
dedicated to producing quality 
Christian media: books, music 
and video in a lean, faith-filled 
environment with a mixture of 
experienced and developing artists. 
Each project will be considered 
based upon its Christian biblical 

value to as wide an audience as 
possible. This will not be tied to any 
church or denomination.

2. A Biblical doctrinal study 
project with the goal of helping biblical 
students sort through the maze of 
doctrinal teaching. The plan would be 
to create an online three dimensional 
matrix of doctrines, bible verses, and 
schools of thought. This would allow 
anyone to look up a particular doctrine 
and find out how various groups apply 
the scriptures to it, or, to look up a 
scripture and find how various schools 
of thought use that to teach certain 
doctrines. The purpose is to encourage 
understanding between believers, not 
to prove some particular group “right”.

3. An interactive local Saturday 
congregation in central Tennessee 
with multiple big video screens where 
people attending can come and share 
music, video and websites as a part of 
the service—with as much moderating 
as necessary to avoid confusion. The 
emphasis will be on teaching the Bible 
as relevant to today’s world, answering 
questions, and making peace between 
Christians. This will be an autonomous 
congregation—never to become a 
denomination!

More details will be coming in 
subsequent issues. The future is 
exciting!

Jeff and Judy Kramer and Family
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Brethren, families, guests of the 
Church of God (Sharing Village) 

gathered together and celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles at the Teachers’ 
Camp, Baguio City from October 4 to 
12, 2017. For many years, Baguio City 
has been the ideal feast site, thanks to 
its mountainous terrains and peaks! It 
is 247 kilometers away, 5 to 6 hours 
travel from Manila where most of the 
brethren came from (Manila, Cavite, 
Batangas, Zambales).
The fellowship held its Opening 
Night on the evening of October 4, to 
welcome the brethren to the Feast with 
songs of praise and scriptural readings 
led by the men of the fellowship. 
A beautifully-crafted, multipurpose 
hymn jacket Feast program was also 
distributed.

On the First day, whole-day back-to-
back messages were given by Atty. 
Max Noble, Cesar Lumbuan, and 
Raul Hipe. All messages were geared 
toward the importance of the Feast in 
the light of God’s fulfilling prophecies, 
the continuing hope of the kingdom, 
and the special role of music and praise 
as God ordained from the beginning, 
ushering in a grand and glorious 
tune(?) to a new beginning of “heaven 
and earth” in the future.  This year’s 
feast theme described it thus: “Blessed 
are they who read the sure words of 
prophecy, which they will do and heed 
as light that shines in a dark place 
until the day dawns.” Gilbert Deboma 
gave the offertory message before the 
taking up of offerings, followed by 
family music offerings by the Hipe’s 
and Deboma’s. 

Fun games with family and children 
relating to the Bible were held as the 
Bible Bowl was conducted by the 
Constantino-Flores family. A special 
home-cooked Lomi was also shared 
after the entertaining games prepared 
by the Flores family. The Constantino 
and Flores families conducted Bible-
related “Bible Bowl” games for 
families and children, after which a 
special home-cooked Lomi, prepared 
by the Flores family, was shared.

Performances involving singing and 
dancing were held at the Family 
Musical, with the theme on prophesies 
by the Lord Jesus Christ as found 
in Matthew 24. Each family and a 
segment from the children performed 
according to their assigned theme. 
Spaghetti and a sack-full of chicharon 
(made from beef skin) were shared by 
the brethren after the family musical.

It was a very sunny day when the 
fellowship went on a sight-seeing tour 
to the Philippine Military Academy 
(PMA). We went to the museum and 
saw on display vintage war planes, 
tanks and other military equipment and 
insignia. We also enjoyed the grand 
mountain view from the tree house. 
After watching the soldiers’ midday 
drill, a scrumptious meal in the canteen 
was shared by the brethren.  We also 
enjoyed the delicious cream puffs sold 
there. The brethren also enjoyed the 
treat of watching the movie, A Dog’s 
Purpose on a wide-screen during the 
film night. Many related to the movie 
for their love of their own pets, the 
value of one’s life and its transcendent 
purpose.

In between these outdoor activities 
were worship services with “Q&A” 
Bible Study hosted by the elders, and 
an Interactive Bible Study during the 

weekly Sabbath.  The seventh day 
service was held in the afternoon with 
singing of hymns and with the women 
of the fellowship reading from the 
Bible. A fellowship dinner was held at 
the Good Taste restaurant, sponsored by 
the Magat family.

The eighth day feast messages were 
given by Atty. Noble and Mr. Lumbuan, 
accentuated by offering music from the 
children’s choir. A song and reading of 
scriptures closed the whole day services, 
concluding with the congregational 
singing of “The Holy City”. Overall, 
36 brethren and families, including 
children, attended the eighth day’s 
joyful and spiritually-filled rejoicing 
before the Lord God, unwavering in its 
20th year as a feast-keeping fellowship, 
always carrying on the bright hope of 
the coming kingdom of God!

Submitted by: Arielle Ann Hipe

“

2017 Feast of Tabernacles 
Philippines
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For a seventh time Penticton and 
the Southern Okanagan valley 

of British Columbia, Canada hosted 
the Feast of Tabernacles, sponsored 
by the Independent Church of God - 
Winnipeg.

As has been the case for a number 
of years, the weather reports had 
predicted cold and rain, however, 
once Festival 2017 had commenced 
the weather improved to more typical 
autumn conditions for the region.
God has indeed blessed those in 
attendance over the years and this 
year was no exception. Days were 
filled with inspiring messages, music 
and fellowship.

This year we were blessed to have 
a number of ministers from various 
regions of Canada and the US in 
attendance. Special thanks goes out 
to Richard and Marianne Traver 
who made the journey from the 
Grand Junction, Colorado area.  
They both contributed to the music 
at services (enjoyed by all I might 
add….) by lending their voices to 
a vocal ensemble which included 
Kim Kozak, Frank Bean and were 
accompanied on piano by Donna 
Turcotte. Richard conducted a Bible 
study and was the main speaker on 
day 7.  His insightful messages were 
both enjoyable and compelling.  The 
Traver’s hard work which has led to 
collaboration between Chicagoland 
GOG/Shepherd’s Voice Magazine 
and themselves (Christian Church 
of God) to begin the process of 
producing and distributing new 
literature.

This Feast we were pleased to provide 
attendees with a copy of the newly 
printed and available magazine “The 
Feasts of the Lord”.  This is the first 
of what we hope and pray are many 
more to come. The Feast was an ideal 
place to introduce it to a group of 
folks from different regions and who 
might typically fellowship with other 
organizations. Replacing well known 
traditional small colored booklets, 
are these beautifully crafted full size 
magazine style publications - perfect 
for the newcomer!

As mentioned, there was music 
nearly every day.  Whether it was 
the daily hymn service or Frank 
Bean sharing a vocal or trumpet 
solo, one person accompanied them 
all - Donna Turcotte.  Two years ago, 

Donna shuddered at the thought of 
playing in front of a crowd. Today it 
is easy to see that God has not only 
blessed her with talent, but now the 
courage to be the sole piano player 
at the Feast from beginning to end.  
We thank her and to encourage her 
to continue the great work at Festival 
2018.

Having a live piano to accompany 
worship services is such a tremendous 
blessing.  Many of us use recorded 
music for our hymns in our local 
congregations. Having someone like 
Donna available truly accentuates the 
song service.

Of course the local restaurant scene 
was made busy with our milling 
around town and eating (as is 
normally the case at the Feast of 
course….). Many took advantage of 
the more than ample supply of cafes 
etc., and the local winery and brewery 
tours. In keeping with the theme of 
food, of course we again enjoyed a 
catered lunch on day 2 put together 
by our friends at the Sandman Inn 
where services were held daily. Pizza 
Night was again a hit as pretty much 
the entire congregation gathered 
around picnic tables in the parking 
lot of one of the nearby motels to 
enjoy an afternoon and evening 
fellowshipping outdoors.

Thank you to those who helped this 
writer with the daily production of 
sound and video; to Evii Connery 
for being the official festival 
photographer and to the daily 

songleaders. One of which is one 
of the youngest gentlemen to act as 
worship leader as a matter of routine, 
Ghus Connery. At 14, Ghus already 
has 5 years experience “swinging 
the hymns.”  Another was taking 
it on for the first time. Grandson of 
Penticton pastor Alex Kennedy, Sr; 
Alex Kennedy III, of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, did a great job leading 
the brethren in song, and also shared 
two sermonettes. We also wish to 
thank Alex and Janice Kennedy 
of Penticton for making all of the 
necessary arrangements and looked 
after scheduling. On top of that Janice 
provided the stage decorations, and 
she and Alex served the brethren by 
providing transportation throughout 
the Feast - as well as preaching the 
Last Great Day sermon. Frank & 
Bonnie Bean of Huxley, Alberta, 
(they serve as pastor and deacon 
respectively in Calgary) were again 
there from beginning to end, helping 
with the setup and teardown of the 
entire production.  We sincerely 
thank them for their service to the 
brethren.

We are commanded in Deuteronomy 
16:13-15 to observe this Feast in 
“praise and worship - rejoicing 
before Him.” In doing so, spirit 
led relationships are forged and 
reinforced for the years ahead.

Thank you to all who attended 
Festival 2017 in Penticton - Plans are 
already underway for 2018! 

2017 Feast of Tabernacles 
Penticton, BC, Canada

From left to right: Alex and Janice Kennedy; Frank and Bonnie 
Bean; Darren and Keri Connery; Jim and Kim Patterson; Duane and 

Marcia Nicol and Richard and Marianne Traver

Making a Joyful Noise!
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Ministerial Myopia

It is the rare congregation that doesn’t 
operate under a ministry that retains 
the main focus upon itself, and 
reserving all decisions to itself. The 
membership is allowed no real say in 
the decisions and policies that affect 
them individually and collectively.  
Not only are the members excluded 
from input, the leading ministry 
excludes the general field ministry 
from involvement in much of the 
decision making process also.  This 
is reflected in the insulting statement 
offered decades ago by a leading 
evangelist that, “God would never 
reveal anything to the likes of you”!! 

Add to that, a ministry that much 
of the time is embroiled internally 
with interpersonal rivalries and 
political intrigues. Climbing the 
political ladder is a major interest 
among those who covet the chief 
seats.  It factors into much of what 
they do.  Promotions are often based 
on considerations other than their 
competence level. This happens in a 
lot of organizations. Here too is an 
area where member input would be 
invaluable, if it were ever sought.   

Spreading the WORD

Then we come to the area of 
expression of faith on the various 
levels often referred to under the 
category of “personal evangelism”. 
Typically, there’s a reaction within 
the ministry that holds under 
suspicion any use of a gift or 
talent God may have chosen to 
provide, without their involvement 
or prior authorization.  Members 
are not usually allowed latitude to 
do ANYTHING that the minister 
doesn’t specifically authorize.  

A Mushroom Environment

A membership that isn’t kept aware 
of what is going on often refers 
to itself as living in a mushroom 
environment.  Mushrooms are 
grown in the dark, planted on a 

“Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!”   These are the 
well-known and oft quoted opening 
words of the 133rd Psalm, which 
reflect a deep desire among all 
brethren of good intentions.  But 
unity is more than dwelling together 
in peace.  There also needs to be a 
cohesiveness that endures when 
there is a threat to that unity.  

The desired condition can be ever 
so elusive when challenges arise, 
even within the very Church of 
God.  Congregations that seem 
to be together in times of relative 
tranquility can find themselves in 
disarray when disruptions come.  It 
is the rare individual who hasn’t 
experienced a split or two in the time 
of his or her affiliation.  Those splits 
are more often generated by leading 
ministers who see their prestige as a 
matter of utmost importance. 

Peace as Never Before!

What is especially ironic are the 
pronouncements after a split, of 
“peace as never before” in the 
aftermath of one of these separation 
experiences, when brethren (usually 
the ministry) find, for whatever 
reason, that they just can not 
continue to “walk together” after 
having done so for some time.  But 
the pronouncements of “peace 
and harmony”, that usually break 
forth, following some negative 
development, is often followed 
by another round of the same sad 
experience, years down the road. 
This has been our legacy.  Do 
we understand the fundamental 
dynamics of why it continues to 
happen? 
 
Let’s consider some of the cultural 
factors that have created the 
conditions we have seen play out 
time and time again.  What is it that 
leaves us so susceptible to being 
divided?

bed of seasoned horse manure.  This 
reaction on the part of members 
acknowledges their awareness of the 
“stuff” they are being fed while being 
kept in the dark about what is really 
going on.  When matters do come 
to the surface, it is often countered 
by “official denials” and any who 
continue presenting the actual 
facts are labelled as “dissidents” or 
“gossips” and warned, if not dis-
fellowshipped summarily.  This too is 
the condition in a minister controlled 
organizational culture.

That environment promotes a 
membership that’s completely 
unable to analyze and make practical 
decisions, on account of never 
having considered being engaged in 
such a responsibility. God’s people 
are called-upon to “speak often to 
one another”, but such activities are 
soundly discouraged.  It seeks to 
maintain the ministry in full control, 
keeping the membership’s interests 
subordinated.  It leaves the minister 
in a position to say, “The truth is 
what I say it is!”  “My way or the 
highway.”   What’s a body to do?

A Calling Ignored

These kinds of organizations create 
a membership that is completely 
remiss in being “pillars and grounds 
of the Truth” as is their mandate to 
do.

It fosters a membership that lives in 
(and often is content to live in) an 
environment where there’s little to 
no opportunity for individual growth 
in faith, expression and useful 
accomplishment. All conversation 
is suppressed, at least where it 
might involve addressing abuses or 
ineptitude. Those meaningful inter-
communications, such as would 
create trust and interpersonal bonds 
are strongly discouraged.  Thus, 
bonds don’t form. And it is in this 
area where congregations can 
undermine themselves:  In the area of 
affection and loyalty to one another.  
An interpersonal loyalty that does not 

 
In the modern era, much has been tried to show how Churches are best governed.  

History has proven that the Best Intentioned Ideas of MEN are Dysfunctional when compared 
to the Practical early New Testament Church.      

          Richard Traver                             www.goldensheaves.org 
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the ministry), and even more than 
that, on the supreme leader, as though 
he and his employed ministers were 
the Church, congregations as a 
body were not properly oriented to 
one another as true brethren.  There 
was no cohesiveness, there was no 
real love, at least not as it ought to 
exist.  And maintaining the barriers to 
functional cohesive-ness was the way 
so many ministers operated.

Love in the past has been defined first 
as loyalty to the minister, with our 
responses to one another based more 
on one’s perception of organizational 
loyalty than on a person’s possession 
of God’s Spirit and any jealousy a 
member might have for the health 
and welfare of the Body as a whole, 
distinct from its human leadership.

In fact, if a regular member exhibited 
a regard for fellow brethren that 
appeared to not reflect the utmost 
regard for the leadership, their 
careers in the Church were likely 
limited.  Depending on the level of 
their insistence on Scriptural fidelity, 
and ministerial ethics, it could be 
doomed rather positively.

Lack of Self Esteem

When we stand back and consider the 
matter of congregational integrity, 
or the absence of it, we can often 
see many of the characteristics 
found in what is something like 
“the battered wife syndrome”. 
When the individuals are denied 
their proper roles, with all decision-
making and oversight being left in 
the hands of the minister, a condition 
is created that undermines normal 
relationships:  Relationships that are 
needed for there to be any structural 
cohesiveness.

We don’t tend to think of it that 
way, but it can develop. The 
individual mentality and the 
resulting collective mentality can 
leave a congregation effectively 
without proper self-esteem.  It’s 
what’s known as the “whipped 
puppy syndrome”, and that can 
dramatically affect the dynamism 
of the congregation.  Members 
approach the minister, when 
they’ve gathered-up the courage 
to do so, and effectively cower 
apologetically.  While we are urged 
to come before the Throne of Grace 
continued on back cover page

Abuse (over-lording) doesn’t make 
for healthy congregations. Members 
who are afraid of their minister do not 
represent a catalyst for congregational 
integrity.  Members whose first 
loyalty is to the organization and not 
to Christ and His Bride are usually 
too traumatized, when a disruption 
occurs, to be structural components 
of a solid purpose-oriented integral 
Church.  And, what is its purpose if 
not unity first?

The prevailing presumption under a 
Nicolaitan mindset is that there must 
be a minister in full and exclusive 
control in order for a congregation 
or an organization to function or to 
endure.  It represents the minister 
as the major entity when, in fact, 
it’s the Bride which is!  In practical 
fact, our experiences have been that 
“the ministry” has done more to 
inflict stress upon and break up our 
congregations than they’d care to 
admit.

The problem isn’t the fact of the 
existence of the ministry, but rather 
the way they have determined to 
operate.  Too many see its purpose 
being a tool to uphold their prestige 
and personal prerogatives, when it 
should be to provide the training 
environment for all who are called 
of God for use in His Kingdom.  The 
congregations should provide that 
environment for growth, not being 
an entity used by over-controlling 
men to keep the members under 
submission.  

Integrity Expresses Love

But the major factor in the demise 
of viable congregations is the lack 
of integrity.  By using the term 
“integrity”, I’m not referring to 
ethical considerations so much, 
though those issues can be a factor.  
I’m referring to integrity in the sense 
of a congregation remaining integral, 
cohesive as a body, in the face of 
challenges.  A structural integrity, in 
other words:  Having a real concern, 
not only for one another, but for 
the welfare of the overall Body 
with concerns for itself remaining a 
dynamic entity.  

This is a quality that unfortunately 
our congregations have lacked, big 
time.  With the main focus being 
upon the administration of the 
congregation, (more clearly stated, 

have a minister in between one person 
and another!  It is such a condition 
that, if employed, would bind 
congregations together whenever 
negative political or doctrinal events 
stress the Church.  

When ministers get crosswise with 
one another, the congregations 
should exhibit enough self-interest to 
ask that minister to “step aside” until 
he’s spiritually reconciled with his 
peers, and re-dedicated to the health 
and welfare of the congregation over 
any other competing interests he may 
have.  The congregation should take 
the position that “we’re not going to 
be divided”.  “We will evaluate the 
situation and make our own decision.  
We realize the greater importance of 
doing so as a body!”

Where is the congregation that stands 
together as a body?  Where is the 
congregation that loves one another 
sufficiently to say to a dissembling 
minister, “We choose to remain 
together.  If there is a reason for us 
to change our affiliation, you need 
to make that case convincingly.  
Otherwise, you go do what you need 
to do, but we’re going to remain 
together.”  How many ministers 
would think and act more carefully 
knowing that “his” congregation 
wasn’t going to allow themselves to 
become divided? 

The burden should be put on the 
leaders to make their case, but it 
should be the right and obligation 
of the congregation to evaluate any 
reason for considering a posed change 
in affiliation and acting together once 
all the issues are resolved.  Too much 
of the time, the thinking is done for 
them!  It then becomes a matter of the 
minister working on those who are 
loyal to him. Most of the time, not all 
are ‘with him’.

We see congregations repeatedly 
undermined and its unity destroyed 
by ministers who continually attempt 
to make the Nicolaitan condition 
work.  God says He hates that 
approach, and He is not behind it.  
Having much Truth is one thing, but 
when your operational methods are 
counterproductive and offensive to 
God, what level of success should be 
expected?  

It isn’t just about Truth, it’s also about 
the health and welfare of the flock.  
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with boldness, for some reason, many can’t conjure up that same boldness when it comes to interacting with a man!  One 
who is supposedly there to serve them!  This situation should expose a problem.

The Bride, in that situation, effectively exhibits a serious character deficiency that no doubt is a disappointment to Christ.  
We have not produced cohesive congregations that are spiritually matured like they ought to be.  They are over-submissive 
to their servers, with seemingly a lesser regard to their Lord and Master who called them and gave His life for them.  That 
over-submissiveness is a form of worship, though few see it as such.  

We must be attentive to who or what it is that we worship!

Under the prevailing culture within the Church, becoming weaned of that kind of minister worship is a hard step to take.  
We would rather stay in that original attitude and not take the courageous first steps toward developing self-confidence and 
proper self-respect.  Especially when considering that this approach is regarded as “rebellion” by some.  Well, if it is, is it 
a rebelliousness that is inappropriate?  Who would the “good guys” have been in the Diotrephes situation?  (3rd John 9-11)  
We weren’t told, we were left to see the obvious for ourselves.

Strong Meat’s Broader Benefit

Are we to become weaned of milk and take on strong meat?  What is the condition that allows us to transition from being 
milk-bibbers to being able to digest meat, then even “strong meat?” 

Does strong meat ever lead us to an exercising of our senses of discernment?  Notice, it was in this very context that the 
Apostle Paul faulted the seasoned members in the Church.  He found them still in need of milk, long after they should have 
graduated into that area of involvement  where they considered matters and made appropriate, spiritually mature judgments. 

Those members OUGHT to have been exercising their senses of discernment, as Paul explains it.  In no area is this more 
necessary than in matters relating to the health and welfare of the Bride.  What good is it if no-one has the courage to 
jealously protect her from forces that would divide and could destroy her?  What do we expect Christ’s regard is toward 
those who are not as jealous for her well being as He is?    

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;  That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish”  (Eph. 5:25-27).    

If WE won’t look after her interests, then who will?  No one was ever called to be just a ‘ride-along’ or only a passive 
spectator in the most important activity on Earth.                   


