
Chronology of Events Leading up to the Institution of the New Covenant 
and the Ascension of Christ 
 
            

 
 
 

Three Days and Three Nights 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

 
Sometime during the 
13th day of Nissan: 
Matthew 26:17-19 – 
“Where do you want 
us to prepare to eat 
the Passover?” 
Luke 22:7 – “Go 
prepare the Passover 
for us, that we may 
eat”  
- Prepare – Jewish 
custom of removal of 
leaven on this night 
(start of Nisan 14). 
- See note 1 

CHURCH OF GOD OBSERVANCE 
Commemorate the institution of the New Covenant  
• Partake of the symbols of bread (His body broken) and wine (blood shed) 
• We join Him in His sufferings (Philippians 3:10). 
• We prepare for the Days of UB – removal of leaven. 
• It should be also noted that taking of the bread and wine was not specified to be taken only 

at this time, as it is not a Passover service.  It can be taken  multiple times in a year  
(1 Corinthians 11:26). 

• Regarding foot washing (John 13:1-20) – A common practice in some circles but this was 
not instituted to by Jesus Christ to be literally observed as part of covenant renewal.  The 
disciples did not participate in this as they did with the wine and bread.  No further record 
of foot washing observance is mentioned in the book of Acts or in the Epistles.  

 
CHURCH OF GOD OBSERVANCE: 
Night to be Much Observed (Exodus 12:42) 

• Commence Observance of the Days of 
UB. 

• Jesus Christ is our Passover   
       (1 Corinthians 5:7). 

Destroyer strikes Egyptians on that night (12:12) at Midnight (12:23,29) 
Lord passed over the Israelites (12:27) 
 
 

       NOTES: 
 

1. Confusion has existed as to what observance Jesus Christ kept with His disciples when He instituted the New Covenant.  The 
difficulties generally surround the full expectations of the disciples to eat the Passover with Christ, His handling of their expectations, 
and the translations from the Greek text in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  We address this in part with the following: 
a. The reason the disciples questioned Jesus about where they were going to eat the Passover meal was because Jewish custom 

required that the location be prepared by removing the leaven from it on the start of the 14th of Nisan.  The disciples were 
unaware and could not fathom that Jesus would be dead by the time the actual Passover lambs were eaten (at the end of the 14th 
of Nisan) (Matthew 26:2, Mark 9:31-32).  This is correlated  by John 18:28, where the Jews still anticipated eating the Passover  
and did not want to be defiled notably sometime after the disciples departed the upper room. The disciples themselves had the 
same concern to “prepare” for the Passover (Luke 22:9). 

b. Mark 14:14 and Luke 22:8 appear to suggest that Christ anticipated eating the Passover with His disciples. It must be noted that 
He said “may eat”, which is the Greek subjunctive mood to suggest doubt and uncertainty, or even something that is not definite. 
If Christ anticipated truly eating the Passover,  we would read the Greek indicative mood (i.e. “will eat”, or the mood of 
certainty). Christ gave His instruction only after they finally came to Him asking where they were to prepare for the Passover.   

c. Matthew 26:17 and Mark 14:12 seem to suggest that on the “first of the unleavened”, or the 14th of Nissan, the preparation day 
(see note 3), that the disciples approached Christ on that very day as to where they were to eat the Passover.  The resolution is 
found in the Greek article translated “on the”, where the dative reference should render it as “to the” or “with reference to”.  
Suggested references are the Interlinear Translation, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics by Daniel Wallace and T. Alex 
Tennent’s Greek studies here.   The disciples did not present their question on the day of the 14th, but on the 13th in regards to 
preparation concerns. 

d. Luke 22:7 seems to suggest the day had arrived for the Passover to be killed.  The English translation “Then came” is Greek 
aorist tense that can be better understood as “came near”.  The aorist tense lays out the occurrence as a summary, as Luke in the 
subsequent verses fills in the details that actually happened before the Passover sacrifice occurred.  

2. The proper Greek reading is “On the first of the Sabbaths” (plural).  This is in reference to Leviticus 23:15-17, where this “first day” 
is the first of the days to start the count of seven Sabbaths to Pentecost.   Jesus Christ typifies the wave sheaf offering as the Firstfruits 
to God (Leviticus 23:10,11) on the morrow after the Sabbath. 

3. “the first day of Unleavened Bread” in Matthew 26:17, Mark 14:12 and Luke 22:7 refers to the preparation day (the 14th) and is not to 
be confused with the High Day – the 15th day of Nissan.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread traditionally became an eight day feast. 
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Mary Magdalene came when it was early and still dark on the first day 
of the Sabbaths to find the tomb empty (John 20:1-2).  See note 2. 

“Touch Me not, for I have not yet ascended ...” (John 20:17) 

Weekly Sabbath Preparation Day (See note 1 and 3) 

The Ascension of Christ 
 

15th Day of Nisan 16th Day of Nisan 17th Day of Nisan 18th Day of Nisan 14th Day of Nisan 

Judas goes out into the night to betray Jesus 
(John 13:27) – Sacrifice begins with betrayal 
NEW COVENANT INSTITUTED 
• (Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-23) 
• New Observance drawing from other OT Covenant Sacrifices: 

o Exodus 24:6-8 – Blood of the Covenant Sprinkled by Moses a few months later 
o All of the OT sacrifices including Passover (Isaiah 53:10, Hebrews 13:10-12). 

Jesus Crucified (~ 9 AM) 
~ 3PM Expiring Cry (Matthew 27:50) 

Buried in haste before High Day (~ 6 PM) 

   High Day (First Day of UB) 

Passover Lambs Killed (Exodus 12:6) 
Lambs then eaten “In haste” 

Blood of Lambs struck on the lintels and 
doorposts (Exodus 12:22-23) 

Days of Unleavened Bread begin (Exodus 12:14-20) 
First Day a Holy Convocation (12:15) 
Night of solemn observance (12:42) He shall wave (elevate) the sheaf before 

the Lord, to be accepted on your behalf; 
on the day after the Sabbath the priest 

shall wave it (Leviticus 23:11) 
 

Three Days and Three Nights 

Christ resurrected on the Sabbath 

“early” John 18:28 
(See note 1a). 

Pharoah called Moses and Aaron by night to leave (12:31).  They left on the 15th of Nissan (Numbers 33:3).  This 
requires that the blood on the doorposts and lintel at the end of the 14th, not the beginning as has been suggested. 


